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Spirited young earthquake
survivor Wei Ling
undertakes rehabilitation
at the Sichuan Provincial
~_ 8-1 Rehabilitation Centre,
whose work is being
assisted by a Club donation
of about RMB53 million.
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Three years on from the catastrophic earthquake that
devastated large swathes of China’s Sichuan province on 12
May 2008, survivors of the tragedy are steadily rebuilding
their lives, with the help of The Hong Kong Jockey Club and
the many other organisations in Hong Kong and Mainland
China who are helping to fund reconstruction work.

visitor to the earthquake-stricken

areas today can hardly fail to be

impressed by not only the speed with

which new roads, houses, schools and
hospitals have arisen, but also by the remarkable
spirit and determination of the Sichuan people.
Indeed, this “can do” spirit has been just as
critical to the success of the reconstruction
efforts as all the funding and technical expertise
from outside parties.

A perfect example is 20-year-old Wei
Ling, who was buried under the rubble for 48
hours and had to undergo some 20 rounds of
major surgery. Though her legs were forever lost,
she never lost her sunny smile, and has recently
hosted an exhibition of her own paintings,
something she could never have imagined before
the tragedy.

“Now I look back on the past with
optimism...and I hope one day I can return
to school with the help of prosthetic limbs,”
Wei enthuses as she undertakes rehabilitation
at the Sichuan Provincial 8-1 Rehabilitation
Centre, whose work is being assisted by a Club
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donation of about RMB53 million.

For student Mou Xiasong, the disaster
dealt a critical blow to his education, as his
school in Mianyang was completely destroyed
by the earthquake. But it could not destroy the
desire of Mou and his fellow students to learn,
and for months they struggled to resume their
studies in makeshift classrooms.

Three years on, Mianyang Youxian
Zhongxing HKJC Junior Middle School, rebuilt
with a RMB37 million Club donation, is providing
a top-class learning environment for some 1,600
Secondary 1 to 3 students in the devastated
area. Mou, who has already moved on to the
next level, has mixed emotions when he sees
its pristine laboratories and other advanced
features, which include special access facilities
for the disabled. He is glad that its students can
now pursue their studies in a safe and sound
environment, yet it also reminds him of the
learning opportunities he had to miss.

Mou has learned to move on, though.
“The clock tower on top of the new school
building seems to remind us that time waits

The newly constructed

% Mianyang Youxian Zhongxing
HKJC Junior Middle School,
made possible by a RMB37

@4 million donation, provides

& 2 new learning environment
| for the younger generation

in earthquake-stricken
Sichuan.
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for no-one and we must seize the day,” the
teenager says.

Within 24 hours of the earthquake
becoming known, the Club made an immediate
HK$30 million donation to support emergency
relief, and soon afterwards launched a public
fund-raising drive through its racecourses,
branches and clubhouses, which raised a further
HK$9.5 million.

But as the full extent of the devastation
emerged in the ensuing days, there was a huge
outpouring of concern among Hong Kong
people for the welfare of their Sichuan
compatriots, and it quickly became clear that
further major support was needed. That was
when the Club took the decision to donate an
unprecedented further HK$1 billion to the
reconstruction efforts.

With so much of the area lying in ruins,
it was difficult to know where to start — though
clearly there was an urgent need to provide new
schools and medical facilities in the worst-hit
areas. And based on the Club’s long experience
of natural disaster relief, it was equally clear
that the software side must not be overlooked.
The projects needed to be targeted at ensuring
Sichuan’s long-term sustainable development,
for example by providing a complete range of
educational facilities at different levels, and
by creating a steady supply of well-trained
professionals in critical areas to make the disaster-
prone province better able to meet the challenge
of future calamities.

The seven projects so far funded by
the Club all play their own part in taking this



strategy forward. A new main wing at Mianyang
3rd City Hospital, equipped with the necessary
equipment, is not only serving 17,000 inpatients
and up to 350,000 outpatients a year, but is
also providing much-needed counselling and
rehabilitation services.

More specialised services are meanwhile
being provided at the Sichuan Provincial 8-1
Rehabilitation Centre, where the Club’s donation
will enable the Centre to purchase necessary
medical equipment, operate training programmes
and provide medical rehabilitation and counselling
services. It will also provide critical professional
training to some 400 core staff in nursing and
managerial positions over two years.

Following the rebuilding of Mianyang
Youxian Zhongxing HKJC Junior Middle School,
which opened in September 2010, an expanded

Club-sponsored forum brings together
international disaster experts

As a further initiative to support the sustainable
recovery of Sichuan, as well as other areas that
might be struck by natural disasters in the future,
the Club sponsored a forum of international
experts at Sichuan University on 11 May 2011 -
the eve of the third anniversary of the earthquake.
It was well attended by more than 200 members
of academia and guests.

The 1st International Forum on Post-
Disaster Reconstruction and Sustainable
Development in Sichuan University provided a
valuable opportunity for experts and academics
from the UK, USA and Japan to share their
experience with Mainland counterparts, and at
the same time tap into the experience gained
by these Chinese experts from their work in
Sichuan over the past three years. By facilitating
such exchanges, the Club hopes that more
effective disaster management strategies can be
evolved, benefiting not only China, but ultimately
the whole world.

The visiting speakers were able to
contribute their knowledge of rescue efforts,
medical relief and reconstruction work from other
disaster-hit areas around the globe including Haiti,
Kobe, the USA and, most recently, Sendai.

The event also served to preview the
Sichuan University-Hong Kong Polytechnic
University Institute for Disaster Management
and Reconstruction and HKJC Research
Centre on Disaster Management, now being
established with the help of a RMB200 million

Club donation. It will be the nation’s first tertiary
institute to provide research and professional
training in disaster prevention, mitigation and
reconstruction.

“This is a project that we feel especially
proud of, because its aim is to mitigate the
impact of such natural disasters in the future,”
commented Club Executive Director of Corporate
Affairs Kim K W Mak. “It is also a project that
exemplifies the close spirit of co-operation we
have established with our partners in Hong Kong
and the Chinese Mainland, and our shared vision
in building a brighter future together.”

Some 400 care
rehabilitation professionals
will be trained under
rehabilitation programmes
at the Sichuan Provincial

8-1 Rehabilitation Centre

for which the Club has
sponsored the purchase of
advanced rehab equipment.
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signed three further
co-operation agreements

at the Great Hall of the
People. These extend the
Club’s contribution to a total
of seven reconstruction
projects in Sichuan, all
aimed at ensuring the
province's sustainable
development.
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Deyang HKJC No.5 Middle School is also being
put in place, which can accommodate up to 4,500
students, including many displaced from other
areas. In both cases, special rehab facilities
and equipment have been provided to help the
many young people seriously disabled by the
earthquake receive a normal education and
re-integrate into society.

At the next level, Ya An HKJC Vocational
College, now being rebuilt with the help of Club
funding, will be able to accommodate 10,000
students in professional training. Some of the
graduates will take up employment in disaster
areas to support ongoing reconstruction and
development work in the province. Its rebuilt
facilities include a new student dormitory, library
complex, laboratory, training complex and
sports ground.

Recognising the importance of sport
in fostering team spirit and rebuilding the
region’s culture — especially in Sichuan which
has produced many of China’s top athletes in the
past — the new Sichuan HKJC Olympic School
will help replace part of the some 300,000
square metres of sports training facilities
badly damaged by the earthquake. It is being
formed by expanding facilities at the existing
Dujiangyan Middle School, a key school in
the area, to provide both general education
and sports training to some 4,500 young elite
athletes from Sichuan and nationwide. With
the support of regular exchange programmes,
Hong Kong athletes can also benefit from the
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new sports training facilities.

“In our experience, a balance between
hardware and software can make reconstruction
after a major natural disaster much more effective
in the longer term,” explains Club Chief Executive
Officer Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges. “By
supporting vocational training, we can also
facilitate Sichuan’s economic recovery. And
by helping the training of athletes to resume,
we aim to help rebuild the province’s spirit, in
the aftermath of a disaster that struck in an
Olympic year.”

Possibly the most significant project
of all, though, in terms of Sichuan’s long-term
sustainability, is the new Institute for Disaster
Management and Reconstruction and HKJC
Research Centre on Disaster Management, being
established jointly by Sichuan University and
Hong Kong Polytechnic University. The Institute
will provide research and professional training
in rehabilitation and disaster management, with
the ultimate aim of developing into a world-
class disaster management and reconstruction
institute. It will be the first institute of its type
in Mainland China, and — in addition to helping
the nation prepare better for future natural
disasters — will provide a platform for experience
sharing with other countries worldwide.

The Club’s total funding of RMB200
million covers construction of the campus
building, laboratory and practicum sites, as well
as the first phase of its educational programmes.
It is anticipated that some 6,000 practising

professionals will be trained there in the first
three years to contribute to the reconstruction
and sustainable development of earthquake-
affected areas.

In addition to its donations for these seven
projects, the Club has earmarked RMB25 million
for engaging international project consultants,
medical rehabilitation consultants and engineers
who can assist local project managers and the
Sichuan Development and Reform Commission in
ensuring the quality and suitability of construction
and software projects.

...it quickly became clear
that further major support
was needed.

That was when the Club
took the decision to
donate an unprecedented
further HKS1 billion to the
reconstruction efforts.
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The Club-sponsored Sichuan

HKJC Olympic School will provide

both general education and sports
training to young athletes from

across the nation and some 4,500
school students.
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