in prestigious series

nce again, the Mercedes-Benz Classic series lived up to
its reputation of being a spectacular showcase for up-and-
coming champions. A rating of 122 had already signalled
that Caspar Fownes-trained Lucky Nine was a force to be
reckoned with in the January’s Hong Kong Classic Mile, so his demolition
of a top-quality field only reaffirmed his rising star status. But Ambitious
Dragon begged to differ, as just one month later, Tony Millard’s latest star
beat Lucky Nine decisively to lay claim to the Hong Kong Classic Cup.
The former Class 4 runner then followed up this success with the star
prize of the Hong Kong Derby — the world’s third richest Derby race.

A day earlier, the 2011 Hong Kong International Sale attracted a
sparkling response from Owners, with the 20 lots setting a new record
average price of HK$4.71 million. The record single lot price of HK$7.5
million was also matched by a son of O’Reilly. Executive Director of
Racing William A Nader was quick to point out, though, that what really
matters is how these horses will contribute to the world-class standards of
Hong Kong racing.
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Hong Kong International Sale Figures
BRERETHAESATET (kem amiEn)

Year No. of Horses Gross Average Top Price
F5 HEFTEHE LNEE FHHEE BSHEE
2011+ 20 94.1 4.7 7.5
2009 19 70.4 3.7 5.7
2008 30 87.2 2.9 5.5
2007 (Part | Z5—&B%) 17 75.0 4.4 7.2
2007 (Part Il E=&F%) 13 57.4 4.4 6.5
2007 (Total Z22() 30 132.4 4.4 7.2
2006 28 81.2 2.9 7.5

* The annual international sale in December 2010 was deferred to March 2011.
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Ambitious Dragon
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loggerheads

Sacred Kingdom made a sweeping
comeback as he cruised home in
style to win the Kent & Curwen
Centenary Sprint Cup - first leg
of the Hong Kong Speed Series —
for the second consecutive year.
Runner-up Dim Sum, however,
was not to be denied the limelight
as three weeks later, he fended
off the champion sprinter to win
the second leg of the series, the
Chairman’s Sprint Prize. And
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L k#&E Top speedsters at

while both runners missed out
on the Queen’s Silver Jubilee
Cup race in March, the elegant
finish produced by Beauty Flash
ensured that the final leg of
the series left racing fans plenty
to remember.
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Golden icing on
Hong Kong racing

The strength in depth of Hong
Kong’s sprint team drew further
international attention when John
Moore-trained Sunny King and
Caspar Fownes-trained Green Birdie
snatched third and fourth places
respectively in the International
Group One Dubai Golden Shaheen
in March - one of the key races at
the Dubai World Cup meeting, the
world’s richest, on 26 March. There
was another seal of approval for
Hong Kong racing
when Presvis,
winner of the
2009 Audemars
Piguet QE II Cup,
triumphed under
Ryan Moore in
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International Green Birdie _Sun
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Top students urged not
to take life for granted

“Life is unpredictable. Not everyone
has a smooth path,” observed
Hospital Authority Chairman
Anthony Wu, urging the latest group
of 29 new recruits to the Hong Kong
Jockey Club Scholarship Scheme to
“think how to get back up again,

cherish everything you have

=
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Creative training given
higher definition

Having supported the Open
University of Hong Kong (OUHK)
since 1993, the Club’s Charities Trust
has again shown its commitment
to distance learning by donating
HK$15.56 million to establish the
university’s Jockey Club Audio-
Visual Production Centre. The
Centre has been equipped with
a comprehensive suite of high-
definition AV equipment that will
allow creative writing and film
arts students to practise video
production skills. Its state-of-
the-art facilities will also make
possible the production of quality
educational TV programmes for
broadcast to OUHK students
and the public, and the development

%/

and not take things for granted”.
The 21 local and eight Mainland
students from Hong Kong tertiary
institutions were all nominated on
the basis of outstanding academic
ability as well as active participation
in community services. Should they
need role models, they could look

of visual and kinaesthetic learning
materials to enrich students’
learning experience. Speaking at
the Centre’s inauguration in March,
Club Chairman T Brian Stevenson
noted that the Trust had donated
more than HK$3 billion to support
education and training projects
over the past decade alone.

to the 26 students who graduated
from the Scheme in 2010 and are
now pursuing such dreams as setting
up a seaborne Chinese medicine
clinic, or enhancing food safety
by using genetically-modified fish
to conduct tests. Since 1998, the
Club’s Charities Trust has donated
HK$107 million to support the
academic expenses and living

, costs of 318 top community-
, minded students.
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Continuing its staunch support for
The Hong Kong Federation of Youth
Groups which goes back nearly half
a century, the Club’s Charities Trust
sponsored the Hong Kong 2011
International a capella Festival with
the aim of providing an innovative
and entertaining platform for young
people from home and abroad to
show off their vocal skills. The two-
month event featured celebrated
performers from the United States,
Britain, Japan and Sweden as well as
Hong Kong groups, who impressed
audiences with their clean and clear
vocal talents, unaccompanied by
any instrumentation. Local students
were able to attend the Festival’s
opening concert as well as join
workshops, lectures and exchanges

Singing praises of youth creativity

hosted by the performers to inspire
the younger generation and nurture
their creativity.
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Tropical
delicacies
revisited

The Club’s Moon Koon Restaurant
brought to life traditional recipes
from Hainan - the Hawaii of
China — when it invited four guest
chefs from Horizon Resort & Spa
in Sanya City to satisfy the
palates of local food lovers
in March. Using native
ingredients they
brought with them,
and a wide range
of natural produce
sourced by the Club
from the southern
Chinese province,
the culinary maestros

treated Hong Kong people

to nearly 30 authentic Hainan dishes
including the renowned Simmered
Wenchang chicken and Steamed
glutinous rice with preserved meats
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in bamboo pot. What more delicious
way could there be to showcase the
tropical paradise’s delightful climate,
beautiful scenery and fascinating
ethnic minority cultures?
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Love thy family

Families are the cornerstone of society.
With the aim of fostering harmonious
family relationships, the Club joined
hands in March with the Christian
Family Service Centre to launch a
“Learning Family” programme in
Kwun Tong District, starting at Tsui
Ping South Estate. The 14-month
programme will make use of the
neighbourhood environment to help
families learn “Eight Easy Ways to
Love Your Family” so as to live
healthily, happily and harmoniously.
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The initiative, supported by the
tripartite efforts of the community,
academic sector and social service
groups, is being run under the auspices
of “FAMILY: A Jockey Club Initiative
for a Harmonious Society”, a citywide
HK$250 million project established
proactively by the Club’s Charities
Trust to identify the sources of family
problems and devise suitable preventive
measures by means of household
surveys, intervention projects and
public education programmes.
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