Raider rules in
Audemars

Piguet
QE 11 Cup
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Japan visitor Rulership’s remarkable
win by 3% lengths in the International
Group One Audemars Piguet QE |

smwuazx  Cupat Sha Tinon 29 April was a
AUDEMARS PIGUET QEILCUP tastimony to the persistence of both
trainer Katsuhiko Sumii and Italian jockey Umberto
Rispoli. For Sumii, it echoed his 2005 success in the
Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Mile with Hat Trick, the last
Japanese horse to taste victory in Hong Kong. And for
Rispoli, this top-tier win was the perfect send-off to his
first riding stint in Hong Kong, which had begun with a
barren spell of more than 70 races.

Despite keen overseas competition, the local team filled
all the remaining placings, with Caspar Fownes-trained
Thumbs Up taking runner-up slot and David Ferraris's stable
star Sweet Orange finishing third, one place ahead of the
John Moore-trained Zaidan.

An array of special on-course events helped keep
racing fans’ spirits high despite the adverse weather,
with the day recording a satisfactory turnover of
HK$1,043 million. Attractions included a glamorous
watch and fashion show and a prize-laden game session,
both starring well-known celebrities, as well as photo
opportunities with Shetland ponies and a crystal-
decorated horse statue.
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Salute fit for a Kingdom

Tens of thousands of fans bid farewell to Sacred Kingdom
at Sha Tin Racecourse on 21 April before his retirement
to an Australia farm, leaving behind fond memories of the
17 thrilling wins achieved by this former Hong Kong Horse
of the Year and three-times world champion sprinter,
bringing him total prize money of nearly HK$46 million.
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Club Chairman T. Brian Stevenson (centre) presents a souvenir to Owner
of Sacred Kingdom Sin Kang Yuk along with trainer Ricky Yiu.
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New adrenaline hooster
at Happy Valley

A whole new way to enjoy the excitement of horse racing was launched
by the Club in April at adrenaline bar and lounge in Happy Valley
Racecourse. At the centrepiece of the rejuvenated venue is the revolutionary
ibu, where the world’s largest multi-touch racing table interface combines
technology and social interaction to create a unique environment of
entertainment for customers, from browsing racing information to
making cashless transactions. Its digitally interactive, intuitively simple
and graphically attractive features are designed to match the technology-
savvy lifestyle of the younger generation. The ibu is the crystallisation of
concepts gleaned from in-depth customer studies conducted by the
Club, which confirm that today’s customers increasingly expect social,
interactive entertainment in a sleek, relaxed venue.
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