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occasion with connections of
the 25 visiting horses including
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth,
Prince Khalid Abdullah,

Sheikh Fahad Al-Thani and the
Aga Khan.

Turnover for the ten-race
card increased almost 3% to
HK$1.27 billion, the highest
at the International Races
since 1997.

“It was a great day of
racing, and from the financial
and attendance point of
view it was tremendous,”
said an exuberant Club CEO
Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges
afterwards. “It was our
highest attendance since our
International Races all became
Group One in 2002, which |
think is extremely important for
us and our fan base.”

The CEO reserved
special praise for new
sponsor LONGINES, hailing

he sun shone
brightly while the
stars were also out
in force as some
70,000 local racing fans and
visitors descended on Sha Tin
Racecourse for the 2012 Hong
Kong International Races on
9 December, the first under
the banner of prestigious
new sponsor LONGINES and
carrying a record HK$72 million
in prize money.

With two victories for the
home team and one apiece
for Japan and Great Britain,
the event fully lived up to
its billing as the “Turf World
Championships”, drawing
international star power with
the likes of movie star and
horse owner Omar Sharif and
LONGINES Ambassadors Kate
Winslet and Aaron Kwok in
attendance. There was also
a strongly royal ring to the
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the Swiss watchmaker as

“a tremendous partner that
has really supported the
event significantly and added
additional elegance and
glamour”.

All four of the International
Races produced top-class
action with the crowd’s biggest
roar of the day reserved for
local favourite California
Memory, as the little grey with
a big heart became the first to
achieve back-to-back wins in
the LONGINES Hong Kong Cup,
both under home-grown rider
Matthew Chadwick.

Reigning Horse of the Year
Ambitious Dragon garnered
huge cheers, too, as he swept
to victory in the Mile, while there
was also a local connection
in British-trained Vase winner
Red Cadeaux, whose Hong
Kong owner is former Club
Chairman Ronald Arculli. Japan
completed the honours with a
first Sprint win by Lord Kanaloa.

Four days earlier, there was
a similar carnival atmosphere
at Happy Valley Racecourse
as the LONGINES International
Jockeys’ Championship got
International Races Week off
to an equally thrilling start. In a
battle won eventually by just a
nose in the fourth and final leg,
Singapore-based Joao Moreira
edged out Hong Kong’s Zac
Purton to take the HK$500,000
top prize.

On the Friday night,
hundreds of overseas racing
connections and media guests
were given a taste of Hong
Kong’s fine hospitality at the
LONGINES HKIR Gala Party,
where the star guest was
songstress Sandy Lam.
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“Horse racing
is really serious
here. It’'s No.1!”
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Jockey Gérald Mossé,
eight-time HKIR winner
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“In the international
scene, it ranks
really highly.”
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Sir Michael Stoute,
trainer of Queen
Elizabeth’s Carlton House
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“It really is one of
the best racedays
in the world.”
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Francesca Cumani, host
of CNN’s Winning Post

CNN [Winning Post |
# B E#F Francesca Cumani

“For everybody
here, it’s a day
to remember.”
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Emma Spencer,
BBC World News anchor

[BBC World News ] £
Emma Spencer
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Vase
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WINNER

Red Cadeaux (UK)
JOCKEY

Gérald Mossé

TRAINER
Ed Dunlop
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WINNER
Ambitious
Dragon (HK)
JOCKEY

Zac Purton

TRAINER
Tony Millard
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WINNER
Lord Kanaloa
(Japan)

JOCKEY
Yasunari lwata

TRAINER
Takayuki Yasuda
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Left to right:
Red Cadeaux,
Lord Kanaloa,

N Ambitious Dragon and
California Memory
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Cup
EEE
WINNER

California
Memory (HK)

JOCKEY
Matthew
Chadwick

TRAINER
Tony Cruz
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