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Douglas Whyte aboard Glorious Days takes the LONGINES Hong Kong Mile - amazingly, his first Hong Kong International Races success since 1998.
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It seems that almost every year the verdict on

the Hong Kong International Races is “the best
yet”, but this is an event that really does just keep
getting better — and surely few in the nearly 70,000
crowd at Sha Tin Racecourse on 8 December
would dispute that the 2013 edition of Hong Kong’s
“Turf World Championships” hit new heights once
again, both on and off the track.

With star international names like Lord Kanaloa,
Moonlight Cloud, Sky Lantern, Cirrus des Aigles and
The Fugue lining up among the 26 top overseas
runners from seven countries, there was never any
doubt that the racing action was going to be top
class - the only question was whether Hong Kong’s
home team could keep up its habit of taking at
least two of the four International Group One races
in such distinguished company.

Yet not only did the local equine heroes achieve
that, they went one better by taking three of the
four feature races for only the third time in the
event’s history, including a first win in the Hong
Kong Vase for 15 years. Adding icing to the cake,
turnover for the day jumped 7% from the previous
year to HK$1.36 billion, the highest since 1997.

“This is the day when the eyes of the international
sporting world are on Hong Kong. We are always
trying to improve and set a benchmark for
international racing events and today we are very
happy with the result,” an elated Club CEO Winfried
Engelbrecht-Bresges told the media afterwards.

The day could hardly have got off to a better
start when unfancied Dominant, brushing off
the disadvantage of the outside gate, was given

a superb ride by Zac Purton to take the 2400m
LONGINES Hong Kong Vase, holding off a late
challenge from hot favourite The Fugue. It was
Hong Kong’s first win in this race since /ndigenous
in 1998 and completed a “full set” of HKIR
successes for trainer John Moore.

However, scores were quickly levelled in the
LONGINES Hong Kong Sprint when Japan’s star
sprinter Lord Kanaloa, making the final start of
his career, simply blitzed the rest of the field to
take this race for the second year in a row — an
astonishing five-length win that Mr Engelbrecht-
Bresges described as “one of the best sprinting
performances I've ever seen on a racetrack”.

From then on, though, it was Hong Kong all the
way as Glorious Days took the LONGINES Hong
Kong Mile by three-quarters of a length from
local rival Gold-Fun, then reigning Hong Kong
Derby champion Akeed Mofeed triumphed by a
length over Japan’s Tokei Halo in the prestigious
LONGINES Hong Kong Cup. Both were ridden by
Douglas Whyte.

There was almost as much excitement off the track
with singer Kay Tse, Ban’s Gig Drums Troupe and
the renowned Inner Mongolia Acrobatic Troupe
putting on a spectacular opening variety show, and
superstar horse owner Aaron Kwok drawing much
attention as an official LONGINES Ambassador.

Four days earlier, there was a similar carnival
atmosphere at Happy Valley Racecourse where the
LONGINES International Jockeys’ Championship
featured 12 top riders boasting over 24,000

wins between them - a line-up described as an
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Connections of joint winners Black Caviar and Treve are honoured at
the inaugural World's Best Racehorse Ceremony.
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“assembly of the greatest riders in the world” by
none other than American legend Gary Stevens.
It also included Mike Smith from the USA, British
champion jockeys Richard Hughes and Ryan
Moore, and the eventual winner from Australia,
Kerrin McEvoy.

Adding further spice to HKIR week this year was
Hong Kong’s hosting of the inaugural LONGINES
World’s Best Racehorse Ceremony at the Gala
Dinner, with many of the world’s leading horse
racing officials in town to share the occasion. The
joint winners were retired Australian sprint star
Black Caviar and France’s young Prix de I'Arc de
Triomphe heroine Treve, with US Horse of the Year
and two-time Breeders Cup Mile winner Wise Dan
the third best horse in the world in 2013.

All'in all, it was a fantastic week that can only have
further enhanced Hong Kong’s standing in world
racing. “The challenge now is how we can do better
next year,” Mr Engelbrecht-Bresges said, “but that
is what we thrive on.”
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Australia's Kerrin McEvoy celebrates winning the LONGINES
International Jockeys’ Championship.

RN E LB S HR SR BRSNS ARE -

FE-—F B EEE
BRBEEGRE A [ &5
FR—jE]  MERFE
BRENEERZE - —O
—=FREXRBBERE
ERTZANBEADAS
15 ERE - MIEERIESER
MEEBRER  AZhg
FREER Fﬁﬁﬁiﬁ%ﬁ
RE]  TwBASHIH -
XE%T%&E’J;‘:)‘@ Be

SHEERNERSE
(X TAREE]:
[RE] [REDH]
[BEREexaE] S+ T
HHNBR BT ERREEMER - FBINE
HEEHE - E—NESERANRERBERRA
T RERENERE —REP  REZFHT
K’J A EETE RS

A FEREMERTAME  MARBH=
BEF - KEETEE  ERBAERREZR
EREEBREEPET == - MEKETLSF
AImSEERR  SFRRELESRR M
WFH B BRANBIESET =R
ANTEEL BEFLABIZE AITE
—ANAEFRUEBEREF S

BETRARERMERMARNEERTR

[EARERREREFTENRT  SEEHE
ERBEITERBERS  WTESE - K

REBRESREELSKTEE -
FRESEI R REEWE - |

A BEalal=

o=

LONGINES Ambassador of Elegance Aaron Kwok (left) with President of Longines International Walter von Kanel.
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‘ b LONGINES HK Cup winner Akeed Mofeed ridden by Douglas Whyte.
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Winner B HET :
Dominant (HK)
[Z&F(F#E)

| | Jockey E5AT :
Zac Purton %18

} Trainer ZR 56T :
John Moore X EED

LONGINES Hong Kong
International Races 2013 set a new
benchmark for international racing
events. Hong Kong celebrates by

taking three of the four

International Group Ones.
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Winner & FT .
Akeed Mofeed (HK)
[BEEARTE | (FHB)

Jockey EiHT :
Douglas Whyte £

Trainer ZRESEM :
Richard Gibson 518




¢ _Il Ijlﬁ Winner B HBUT: |59
IE ﬂ »9s Glorious Days (HK)

HONG KONG [BEBFI(EHS)

Jockey E&Em :
Douglas Whyte £
Trainer ZR AT :

John Size #2Y8
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SPRINT

Winner & H BT :
Lord Kanaloa (Japan)
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Jockey E&Em :
Yasunari Iwata & HEH

Trainer ZR 55 AT :
Takayuki Yasuda & HETT
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