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Rising stars
at loggerheads

In battle for

Derby success
MRS B 15 4TI 4402

Racing fans who flocked to Sha Tin Racecourse looking
for the surprises that Hong Kong's four-year-old classic
series often throws up were in for a treat this year. And
! no-one was more delighted than trainer David Ferraris,
who saw Sweet Orange rally to beat favourite Fay Fay by a neck F-
in the 1st leg of the series, the Hong Kong Group One Mercedes- Issi Ci
Benz Hong Kong Classic Mile on 25 January. It ended a barren {EET

Group One spell for Ferraris that stretched back to Vengeance Of ollﬁéflggeuze
Rain’s 2007 Dubai Sheema Classic win, warming the hearts of [EEmE] —
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racing fans in the bitterly cold weather.
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opes were pinned high on Sweet Orange
repeating his success in the next leg, the
Mercedes-Benz Hong Kong Classic Cup,
but there were more surprises when John
Moore-trained Zaidan refused to relent to his challenger’s
trademark storming finish, and held on to win by a nose.
The enthralment continued on 18 March in the climax
to the Hong Kong Group One series, the Mercedes-Benz
Hong Kong Derby, when Fay Fay prevailed by a neck
from the persistent Same World in a battling drive to the
wire. Sweet Orange was a further head back while Zaidan
came home fourth. This time, the delighted trainer
was John Size, who remarkably bagged the first Derby
success of his glittering Hong Kong career. Fay Fay's
perfectly-judged ride from the outside gate was a
further testimonial to the legendary skills of jockey
Douglas Whyte.
Boding well for future editions of this prestigious
series, the 2012 Hong Kong International Sale held one

HONG KONG INTERNATIONAL SALE FIGURES (HK$M)

EEEEE B S NS (AR day before the Derby drew an all-time high aggregate
B ——— of HK$114.4 million, with two sons of Fastnet Rock

Racing Season No. of Horses Gross Average Top Price . . T .

== FEELHE SHEE THNEE BSHEE breaking the previous individual record by fetching

2011/12 26 114.4 4.4 2.0 HK$8 million and HK$9 million respectively.

2010/11 20 94.1 4.7 7.5
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2007/08 (Part | 5—%2) 17 75.0 4.4 7.2
2007/08 (Part Il £=#%) 13 57.4 4.4 6.5
2007/08 (Total #2%h) 132.4 4.4 7.2
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