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IFHA Basic Mission 

“The organisation of competitions to select 
 the best horses in order to improve 
  the quality of breeding” 

 

IFHA website 



Article 1:  

Recognition and Categorisation of Quality Races 

International Agreement on Racing and 
Breeding 



VINTAGE CROP winning the  
Melbourne Cup, in 1993 



Origins of the European Pattern  

1965  Duke of Norfolk – Pattern of Racing Committee  
 

1967 Lord Carnarvon creates a prototype British domestic Pattern 
 

1970 British, French and Irish authorities agree a balanced system of races 
 for elite horses.  
 

1971  European Pattern Committee established 
 

1973  Italy and Germany join Committee 
 

1995 Norway, Sweden and Denmark join as  
 Associate Members 
 

2010 Turkey joins as an Associate Member  
 
 

Stockholm Cup International, 
Group 3, Sweden.  



Aims of the European Pattern Committee 

1. To provide a co-ordinated programme of 
quality races in each age, sex and distance 
category within the member countries. 
 

2. To achieve a balance of Group races within the 
European Pattern so that there are more 
Group 3 races than Group 2, more Group 2 
races than Group 1, and the total number of 
Group 3 races exceeds the combined total of 
Group 2 and Group 1 races.  



The European Pattern 2014 

85  
Gr1’s  

95 Gr2’s  

226 Gr3’s 

 

GB FR IRE ITY GER Other Totals 

Gr 1 33 27 12 6 7 0 85 

Gr 2 45 26 7 6 9 2 95 

Gr 3 68 58 45 18 28 9 226 

Totals 146 111 64 30 44 11 406 



Development of World Rankings/Classifications 

1977  First International Classifications published (3yo’s and upwards) 
 

1985 Expanded to include other European Countries  
 

1995 North American horses included 
 

1996 Japan added 
 

2003 Hong Kong, Australia, New Zealand, Singapore,  
 South Africa and Dubai added 
 

2012 South American horses added, which brings 
 the membership number to 20 countries 
 

2013 LONGINES sponsor the Rankings 
 
 

LONGINES sponsor the  
World Thoroughbred 

Racehorse Rankings (WTTR).  



Rankings in Other Sports  



Black Type in Sales Catalogues 



The  
“Blue Book”  

2014 



Cataloguing Standards  
Information 2013 



International Cataloguing Standards 
PART I:      
• First 3 in Group / Listed Races receive Black Type 
• Winners receive Upper Case Black Type 
• Placed receive Lower Case Black Type 
• Group Designator Shown after Black Type 
 
PART II: 
• First 3 receive Black Type 
• No Group Designator Shown 
 
PART III: 
• No Black Type attached 
• Group / Grades only recognised in that country 
 
PART IV: 
• National Hunt 
• Races listed in Italic form  
• Regional preference whether black type used 



• European Pattern Race Committee 

• TOBA American Grades Stakes Committee 

• Jockey Club of Canada 

• Asian Racing Federation* 

• OSAF* 
 

*  These organisations review lists submitted by their members 

Ranking Groups in various Countries/Regions  



Criteria for Quality Control 

1. Ratings of first four horses  

2. Shape of overall pattern 

3. Field sizes 

4. Prize money 

5. Overall quality of Field 

6. Other Black Type races in country 



Number of Black Type Races 2013 

 In 2013, 3.33% of 

all Flat races 
worldwide were 

Black Type  

Black Type Races: 4,889

All Other Flat Races: 141,760
96.67% 



Number of Black Type Races Worldwide 1982-2013 

4 659 

4 819 

5 004 
4,889 – up  

4.93% since 
1982 
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106 000 

99 000 

113 000 

92,633 Foals: down 
12.61% since 1982  
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146,649 Flat Races: 
down 6% since 1982 
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Trends in Foal Crop and Flat Races 1982-2013 



Can the Pattern Facilitate Commercial 
Demands? 



2014 
Group/Graded 

Races,  
Analysed by  

Country  



World’s Top Races 2013 

2013 
Ranking 

Race Name Prizemoney 

1st Champion Stks, Ascot Stg£1.3 million 
(€1.6 million)  

2nd Arc de Triomphe  €4.8 million  

3rd Jacques Le Marois €600,000 

14th Japan Cup  US$5.2 million  
(€3.75 million) 

=15th Dubai World  Cup US$10 million  
(€7.2 million) 





Thank You 


