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Profiles of 2014 LONGINES IJC jockeys
Kerrin McEvoy (Australia, Age 34)

Kerrin McEvoy made his name as a fresh-faced 20-year-old when he became the second youngest jockey to win the G1 Melbourne Cup (2000). Sheikh Mohammed’s Godolphin team recognised his talent and in 2004 appointed him second rider behind Frankie Dettori in Europe. During that spell he won a British Classic thanks to Rule Of Law in the G1 St Leger and notably partnered Shamardal to G1 success at Royal Ascot. Since returning to Australia in 2008 he has established himself among the elite in his homeland and won the Melbourne Jockeys’ Premiership in 2002/2003. To date he has ridden more than 1,300 career wins, with 46 G1 wins to his name including the Turnbull Stakes aboard Lucia Valentina already this season in Australia. He won the LONGINES IJC on debut in 2013. 

Christophe Soumillon (France, Age 33)

Christophe Soumillon’s talent in the saddle has brought him over 2,300 wins and to the cusp of a seventh champion jockey title in France this year. Enjoying a second spell as the Aga Khan’s number one jockey, some of his greatest moments have been in the Aga’s green silks, notably two Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe wins on Dalakhani and the brilliant filly Zarkava. He has won no less than 73 G1 races across Europe, Japan, Hong Kong, Dubai, Canada and the USA, including the 2008 G1 Hong Kong Mile on Good Ba Ba. The Belgian rider has had a notable association with Cirrus Des Aigles on whom he won the G1 Prix Ganay, G1 Prix d’Ispahan and G1 Coronation Cup this year, while Sea The Moon provided him a G1 German Derby success in July. Soumillon shared victory in a dead-heat for the 2004 IJC.

Pat Smullen (Ireland, Age 37)

One of Ireland’s finest jockeys, Pat Smullen has had a long association with trainer Dermot Weld, who describes him as “the professional’s professional”, and was recently crowned champion jockey in his homeland for the seventh time. He ended the 2014 Irish season with 108 wins and has over 1,500 career wins. His 20 G1 victories include the English 2,000 Guineas, Irish Derby, Irish 1,000 Guineas, Ascot Gold Cup, Prix de l’Abbaye and Vinnie Roe’s four Irish St Leger triumphs. This year his notable wins included a brace at Royal Ascot thanks to Anthem Alexander (Queen Mary Stakes) and Mustajeeb (Jersey Stakes). Smullen, who is married to Aiden O’Brien’s sister-in-law, the former trainer Frances Crowley, is making his third LONGINES IJC appearance. 

Yuichi Fukunaga (Japan, Age 37)

One of the stars of Japanese racing, former Rookie of the Year Yuichi Fukunaga has 1,758 career wins and has twice been Japan’s champion jockey (2011 & 2013). He first made his mark at the top level with victory in the 1999 Oka Sho atop Primo Ordine. His five overseas G1 triumphs include this year’s Dubai Duty Free on Just A Way, the 2005 American Oaks on his Yushun Himba heroine Cesario and Eishin Preston’s wins in the Hong Kong Mile (2001) and AP QEII Cup (2002 & 2003), and he has no less than 23 G1 wins to his name in total. Further G1 wins in his homeland include the Tenno Sho (Autumn), Yasuda Kinen and Kikuka Sho. The rider, whose father was the famous jockey Yoichi Fukunaga, has participated in the 2011 and 2012 editions of the LONGINES IJC. 

James McDonald (New Zealand, Age 22)


James McDonald made a big impression on his LONGINES IJC debut in 2011, with the precocious Kiwi finishing runner-up to Frankie Dettori, and this will be his third appearance in the competition after also contesting the 2012 edition. Champion Apprentice in his homeland, he went on to claim the Premiership there twice, latterly with a New Zealand record tally of 207 for the 2010/2011 season. In 2012 he won a first New Zealand Derby and gained wider international exposure that May when winning the G1 Champions Mile at Sha Tin on Xtension. Now based in Australia, he clinched his first Sydney Premiership in July, 2014, with 72 wins on the board, riding two winners on the final day of the season to draw that number clear of Nash Rawiller. He currently leads the Sydney Premiership. The first of his 22 career G1 wins came in the 2008 New Zealand Bloodstock Breeders Stakes and his most recent was October’s Caulfield Guineas, aboard Shooting To Win. His career total already stands at just at over 1,000 wins.

S’Manga Khumalo (South Africa, Age 28)

S’Manga Khumalo was raised in Durban’s KwaMashu Township and joined the Jockey Academy at age 14. After an early stint in Zimbabwe, he moved to Johannesburg and was apprenticed to Alec Laird, riding out his claim in 2004. He has ridden more than 800 winners including eight in the highest grade. He became the first black jockey to win the Durban July when successful on Heavy Metal in 2013 and he has notched G1 wins this year with Along Came Polly in the Empress Club Stakes and Carry On Alice in the SA Nursery. Khumalo was crowned South African Champion Jockey at the end of the 2013/14 season with 185 wins - he currently has 56 wins (as of 13 November) and sits second in the championship. He was selected to ride for the Rest of the World Team at this year’s Shergar Cup at Ascot, and he has also ridden in Australia.

Ryan Moore (UK, Age 31)

Combative, driven, tactically astute and naturally gifted, three-time UK champion jockey Ryan Moore is one of the finest riders in the world and is the leading jockey of this year’s inaugural World’s Best Jockey Award. His 53 career G1 wins include the 2009 AP QEII Cup on Presvis and the 2010 Hong Kong Cup atop Snow Fairy - a filly he partnered to five G1 wins in four countries, including two classics and back-to-back wins in Japan’s QEII Commemorative Cup. Other highlights include Workforce’s wins in the 2010 Derby and Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe, Breeders’ Cup Turf victories on Conduit and Magician, the 2013 Derby success of Ruler Of The World, Gentildonna’s Japan Cup win and this year’s Melbourne Cup victory on Protectionist. That last-named is one of 15 G1 wins in seven countries so far this year that also includes the Cox Plate, Canadian International, Irish Champion Stakes, Yorkshire Oaks, Prix du Jockey Club, Irish 1,000 Guineas and Dubai Sheema Classic. He has twice won the LONGINES IJC (2009 [dead-heat] & 2010). 

Richard Hughes (UK, Age 41) 
Richard Hughes is one of the sport’s most stylish and accomplished riders, and with 161 wins this season, he recently clinched a third consecutive UK jockeys’ title. Hughes is making his second appearance at the LONGINES IJC, one year on from his debut. His career so far has yielded 2,553 wins in Britain and Ireland and many more worldwide, as well as 42 G1 successes.  In 2013 he notched nine G1 wins, including a first British Classic win with Sky Lantern in the English 1,000 Guineas. This year he has notched a further four top-flight wins with Toronado (Queen Anne Stakes), Sole Power (King’s Stand Stakes & Nunthorpe Stakes) and the flying juvenile Tiggy Wiggy (Cheveley Park Stakes). Hughes is first jockey to his brother-in-law Richard Hannon, and like his own father before him, has also tasted top level success as a rider over hurdles.

Irad Ortiz Jr. (USA, Age 22)

Puerto Rican rider Irad Ortiz has stamped himself as one of the outstanding young jockeys in North America since arriving in the US in the spring of 2011. He has already notched a remarkable 782 wins and currently sits fourth in the North American standings with 256 wins this year for earnings of more than US$18 million. Nine of those successes have come at G1 level, the most recent of three this season being the G1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies’ Turf on Lady Eli. Ortiz, who was crowned leading rider at Belmont’s fall meet this year with 46 winners, is a graduate of Puerto Rico’s Escuela Vocacional Hípica, a school for prospective jockeys. His grandfather, also named Irad Ortiz, was a jockey, and so is his uncle, Ivan Ortiz. His year-younger brother, Jose, is also a promising jockey on the New York circuit and the two have a close relationship. This is his first taste of the LONGINES IJC.

Zac Purton (Hong Kong, Age 31)

Zac Purton is Hong Kong’s current Champion Jockey after notching the fastest 50 in Hong Kong history last term and ending the 2013/14 campaign as the jurisdiction’s second century maker with 112 wins on the board. Purton won the Brisbane jockeys' premiership as an apprentice in 2003 before moving to Sydney where he came second only to perennial champion Darren Beadman. His first G1 win came on Excites in the 2006 Produce Stakes at Randwick and his initial major Hong Kong win was in the 2010 HKG1 Stewards’ Cup on Fellowship. Further big-race wins have followed in Hong Kong, notably Ambitious Dragon’s G1 LONGNES Hong Kong Mile in 2012, Military Attack’s HKG1 Hong Kong Gold Cup in 2013 and Dominant’s 2013 G1 LONGINES Hong Kong Vase. His international achievements feature Little Bridge’s G1 King’s Stand Stakes success at Royal Ascot in 2012; Military Attack’s G1 SIA Cup triumph in 2013; and wins this year in the Doncaster Mile, George Main Stakes and Caulfield Cup. Purton won Japan’s World Super Jockeys Series in 2012 and was runner-up in the LONGINES IJC in the past two years. This is his third appearance in the contest.

