The Stewards’ Cup 
25/1/2015

HK$10,000,000

G1 turf 1,600m

The Stewards’ Cup will be staged as an international Group 1 contest for the first time in 2015.  The race was first run at Happy Valley, as a six-furlong event, in 1954. The race moved to Sha Tin in 1979 and in 1991 it was promoted to HKG1 status, with its distance changed to 1600m. Having become the opening leg of the Hong Kong Triple Crown Series the same year, this prestigious local event traditionally brings together the best local horses at a mile and up aiming for the ultimate honour in Hong Kong racing. It is now open to international contenders. 
Given the proximity of the fixtures, the four G1s at the Hong Kong International Races offer a good guide to this mile contest.  In the past 15 years, a total of 25 runners who finished top three in the Hong Kong Mile subsequently contested the Stewards’ Cup.  These runners proved a strong presence as 10 notched victories and four others achieved place finishes.  
A total of 15 other runners who either finished in the top 3 in the Hong Kong Cup, Hong Kong Vase or Hong Kong Sprint, subsequently raced in the Stewards’ Cup.  Only one of them won and five others were placed, representing a top-three strike rate of 40 per cent.  Bullish Luck was the sole winner from this category as he won the 2005 renewal after his runner-up finish to Alexander Goldrun in the Hong Kong Cup.  
Three other runners in that period – namely Russian Pearl (2006), Ambitious Dragon (2012) and Blazing Speed (2014) – bounced back from unplaced finishes in the Hong Kong Cup to win the Stewards’ Cup.
Super Kid is the only Stewards’ Cup winner since 2000 not to have featured in the Hong Kong International Races in the same season.  When this John Size-trained horse won the 2004 renewal, at the age of four, he was making his first appearance at Hong Kong pattern level, having risen from handicap grade, and that bold attempt was rewarded with success.

Results – Performances in the Stewards’ Cup of top 3 finishers at the HKIR (since 1999/2000 season)

	Races
	Stewards’ Cup Results 
(1st - 2nd -3rd- unplaced)


	HK Sprint

	0-0-0-1

	HK Mile

	10-1-4-11

	HK Cup

	1-0-4-5

	HK Vase

	0-1-0-3


Results - Top 3 finishers in HK Mile in that season’s Stewards’ Cup (Since 1999/2000)

	Season
	Horse
	Finish positions in 
that season’s Hong Kong Mile
	Finish positions in that season’s Stewards’ Cup

	2013/2014
	Gold-Fun
	2nd
	6th

	
	Glorious Days
	Won
	7th

	
	Packing Whiz
	3rd
	10th

	2012/2013
	Glorious Days
	2nd
	Won

	
	Ambitious Dragon
	Won
	4th

	
	Packing OK
	3rd 
	11th

	2011/2012
	Xtension
	3rd
	2nd

	
	Able One
	Won
	9th

	2010/2011
	Beauty Flash
	Won
	Won

	2009/2010
	Fellowship
	3rd
	Won

	
	Good Ba Ba 
	Won
	3rd

	2008/2009
	Good Ba Ba
	Won
	Won

	
	Egyptian Ra
	3rd
	4th

	2007/2008
	Good Ba Ba
	Won
	Won

	2006/2007
	Armada
	2nd
	Won

	
	The Duke
	Won
	6th

	2005/2006
	The Duke
	2nd
	3rd

	
	Dave’s Best
	3rd
	4th

	2004/2005
	The Duke
	3rd
	7th

	2003/2004 
	Bowman’s Crossing
	2nd
	3rd

	2002/2003
	Electronic Unicorn
	2nd
	Won

	
	Olympic Express
	Won
	4th

	2001/2002
	Electronic Unicorn
	2nd
	Won

	2000/2001
	Fairy King Prawn
	2nd
	Won

	1999/2000
	Resfa
	3rd
	Won


Draw
With runners and jockeys contesting this mile event having sufficient time to obtain  their preferred running positions after breaking in the backstretch, draws do not appear to be a very critical factor in deciding the outcome of the race.  Recent results back this view as barriers 1-5, 6-9, and 10 or higher, have each won five times in the past 15 years.  Gate 11 has produced most winners since 1991 as runners starting from that draw have won four times.  Gates 3, 13 & 14, however, did not have any winners during the same period.
Winning Odds
Shortest-priced – 2001 Fairy King Prawn (1.4); 

Longest-priced – 1991 Mastermind (19)

Favourites have dominated the Stewards’ Cup with 10 wins and seven places since 1991, representing a top three strike rate of 74 percent.  Some 21 of the past 23 winners, including all of the past 15 winners, started no bigger than 10-1.  Fairy King Prawn is the shortest-priced winner of the race over the same period as he won it as a 2-5 chance in 2001. Mastermind is the longest-priced winner of the race in that time, as he scored an upset win as an 18-1 outsider in 1991, defeating the legendary River Verdon who started as a 1-5 chance.
Age of Winners
Five-year-olds have enjoyed most successes in the Stewards’ Cup, winning nine times since 1991.  Four-year-olds have won the race seven times, but six of these winners were in the 1990s, with the most recent four-year-old winner being Super Kid in 2004.  Six-year-olds and seven-year-olds have won four and three times respectively.  No three-year-old or runners eight or older have won this race in the same period.
4yo – 7

5yo – 9

6yo – 4

7yo – 3

The Stewards’ Cup – Winning Trainers, Jockeys and Owners

John Size is the most successful trainer in the Stewards’ Cup, with five wins in the past 13 renewals, followed by Tony Cruz with four wins.  The late Ivan Allan succeeded in this race three times.  Popular South African jockey Basil Marcus remains the most successful jockey in the Stewards’ Cup since 1991, as he was victorious in this race four times.  He is followed by Douglas Whyte and Gerald Mosse – still active in local ranks – as well as Robbie Fradd, each with three wins.  Lo Ying Bin of Electronic Unicorn fame and John Yuen Se Kit, the owner of Good Ba Ba, are the only two multiple-winning owners in the same period.
The Stewards’ Cup – Winning Trainers (since 1991)

5 wins

John Size – Electronic Unicorn (2002, 2003), Super Kid (2004), Armada (2007), Glorious Days (2013)
4 wins

Tony Cruz – Bullish Luck (2005), Russian Pearl (2006), Beauty Flash (2011), Blazing Speed (2014)
3 wins

Ivan Allan – Mr Vitality (1995), Billion Win (1998), Fairy King Prawn (2001)
2 wins

Patrick Biancone – Mastermind (1991), Michael’s Choice (1996)

David Hayes – Smashing Pumpkin (1997), Resfa (2000)

Brian Kan – Sound Print (1992), Right Way (1994)

Andreas Schutz – Good Ba Ba (2008, 2009)

1 win

David Hill – River Verdon (1993)

Tony Millard – Ambitious Dragon (2012)

Paul O’Sullivan – Fellowship (2010)

The Stewards’ Cup – Winning Jockeys (since 1991)

4 wins

Basil Marcus – River Verdon (1993), Mr Vitality (1995), Smashing Pumpkin (1997), Resfa (2000)
3 wins

Robbie Fradd – Fairy King Prawn (2001), Electronic Unicorn (2002, 2003)

Gerald Mosse – Mastermind (1991), Russian Pearl (2006), Beauty Flash (2011)

Douglas Whyte – Armada (2007), Ambitious Dragon (2012), Glorious Days (2013)

2 wins

Christophe Soumillon – Bullish Luck (2005), Good Ba Ba (2009)

1 win 

Felix Coetzee – Billion Win (1998)

Mirco Demuro – Blazing Speed (2014)

Olivier Doleuze – Good Ba Ba (2008)

Shane Dye – Super Kid (2004)

Eric Legrix – Michael’s Choice (1996)

Michael Kinane – Sound Print (1992)

Zac Purton – Fellowship (2010)

Willie Ryan – Right Way (1994)

Stewards’ Cup – Winning Owners (since 1991)
2 wins

Lo Ying Bin – Electronic Unicorn (2002, 2003)
John Yuen Se Kit – Good Ba Ba (2008, 2009)

1 win

Sir Oswald Cheung & The Hon Ronald Arculli – River Verdon (1993)

Fame & Fortune Syndicate – Smashing Pumpkin (1997)

Fentons Racing Syndicate – Blazing Speed (2014)

C K Hui – Billion Win (1998)

Mr & Mrs Kam Shing Kan – Russian Pearl (2006)

Kwok Siu Ming – Beauty Flash (2011)
Dr Peter Lam How Mun – Mastermind (1991)

Johnson Lam Pui Hung & Anderson Lam Hin Yue – Ambitious Dragon (2012)

James Lau Po Man & Alice Woo Wai See – Resfa (2000)

Mr & Mrs Lau Sak Hong – Fairy King Prawn (2001)

David Sin Wai Kin – Fellowship (2010)

Edmund Tam Wing Fan – Sound Print (1992)

Tom Brown’s Syndicate – Glorious Days (2013)

Samuel Wong Ping Wai – Right Way (1994)

Wong Wing Keung – Bullish Luck (2005)

Wong Yuk Kwan – Super Kid (2004)

Wong Yuk Lun – Armada (2007)

Michael Ying Lee Yuen – Michael’s Choice (1996)

Larry Yung Chi Kin – Mr Vitality (1995)

