Citibank Hong Kong Gold Cup 
HK$10,000,000

G1 turf 2000m

1 March 2015
The Citibank Hong Kong Gold Cup currently ranks as one of the premier middle distance events in Hong Kong’s racing calendar.  First run in 1979, the race was enlisted as the second leg of the Hong Kong Triple Crown in 1991.  In 1993 the race distance was extended from 1800m to the current distance of 2000m.  Four Hong Kong Horses of the Year in the past eight seasons won the Gold Cup en route to receiving that ultimate honour, namely Vengeance Of Rain (2007), Viva Pataca (2009), Ambitious Dragon (2012) and Military Attack (2013).
In recent years runners coming out of the Hong Kong Cup have delivered strong performances in the Hong Kong Gold Cup, regardless of where they finished in December’s G1 showpiece.  Among a total of 12 runners who finished in the top 3 in the Hong Kong Cup since 2000, three of them, namely Vengeance Of Rain in 2007, Viva Pataca in 2008 and Collection in 2010, scored in the Gold Cup.  It is worth noting that these three Gold Cup winners only placed in the Hong Kong Cup.  Of the four Hong Kong Cup winners who subsequently contested that season’s Gold Cup a third placing by California Memory in 2012 is the best performance to date.
Of the 35 other runners who were unplaced in the Hong Kong Cup before featuring in the Gold Cup, four managed to win and five others were placed. These include the victories of Viva Pataca, Ambitious Dragon and Military Attack in their Horse of the Year winning seasons in 2009, 2012 and 2013 respectively.

Since 2000, 29 other runners took the Hong Kong Vase route into the Hong Kong Gold Cup. Only Idol succeeded as although he finished 13th behind Daliapour in the 2000 Hong Kong Vase, he notched a 49-1 upset win in the 2001 Gold Cup.  Six other such runners, all unplaced in the Vase, subsequently achieved placed finishes in the Gold Cup.
With the Gold Cup being the second leg of the Hong Kong Triple Crown, the runners’ form in the first leg, the G1 Stewards’ Cup, offers only a moderate guide to this 2000m contest.  Only six Stewards’ Cup winners have stepped up from the mile to tackle 2000m in the Hong Kong Gold Cup since 2000.  Among them, Ambitious Dragon in 2012 is the only horse to have won both legs, while the other five Stewards’ Cup winners to attempt the Gold Cup all finished unplaced.  Viva Pataca – Hong Kong’s greatest ever prize money winner – is the only horse to have won the Gold Cup among the 21 runners who finished second or third in the Stewards’ Cup in the same season.  He finished third in the Stewards’ Cup in both 2008 and 2009, before emerging victorious in both subsequent editions of the Gold Cup.  Adding to the place finishes achieved by nine other such runners, this represents a total top-three rate of 52 per cent.
Despite the elite status of this 2000m race, runners with no previous Group race achievements have delivered winning performances. The notable examples are Bullish Luck in 2004 and California Memory in 2011; neither had won or even placed at local pattern level before earning their G1 breakthrough in the Gold Cup.
Winning form going into the race does not appear to be a significant factor.  Among the 15 winners of this race since 2000, only Bullish Luck in 2004, Super Kid in 2006 and Ambitious Dragon in 2012 won their start immediately prior to the Gold Cup.  
List of runners that contested the Hong Kong Cup that season, before finishing top 3 in the Hong Kong Gold Cup (Since 1999/2000 season)

	Season
	Horse
	Finish positions in HK Cup that season
	Finish positions in HK Gold Cup

	2013/14
	Military Attack
	4th
	Won

	2012/13
	Military Attack
	5th
	Won

	2011/12
	Ambitious Dragon
	4th
	Won

	
	California Memory
	Won
	3rd

	2009/10
	Collection
	2nd
	Won

	
	Mr Medici
	8th
	3rd

	2008/09
	Viva Pataca
	4th
	Won

	2007/08
	Viva Pataca
	2nd
	Won

	2006/07
	Vengeance Of Rain
	3rd
	Won

	
	Viva Pataca 
	4th
	2nd

	2004/05
	Elegant Fashion
	6th
	3rd

	2003/04
	Elegant Fashion
	3rd
	2nd

	2002/03
	Dr More
	10th 
	2nd

	1999/00
	Oriental Express
	8th
	2nd


List of runners that contested the Hong Kong Vase that season, before finishing top 3 in the Hong Kong Gold Cup (Since 1999/2000 season)
	Season
	Horse
	Finish positions in HK Vase that season
	Finish positions in HK Gold Cup

	2013/14
	Dominant
	Won
	3rd

	2010/11
	King Dancer
	6th
	2nd

	
	Mighty High
	7th
	3rd

	2009/10
	Thumbs Up
	7th
	2nd

	2008/09
	Packing Winner
	5th
	2nd

	2001/02
	Helene Vitality
	5th
	2nd

	2000/01
	Idol
	13th
	Won

	
	Helene Vitality
	11th
	2nd


Performances in Hong Kong Gold Cup of top 3 finishers from that season’s Stewards’ Cup (since 2000)

	Year
	Horse
	Finish positions in Stewards’ Cup that season
	Finish positions in HK Gold Cup

	2014
	Dan Excel
	2nd
	2nd

	
	Blazing Speed
	Won
	4th

	2013
	Dan Excel
	2nd
	6th

	
	California Memory
	3rd
	10th

	2012
	Ambitious Dragon
	Won
	Won

	
	Xtension
	2nd
	2nd

	
	California Memory
	3rd
	3rd

	2011
	Irian
	3rd
	6th

	2010
	Thumbs Up
	2nd
	2nd

	
	Good Ba Ba
	3rd
	4th

	2009
	Viva Pataca
	3rd
	Won

	2008
	Viva Pataca
	3rd
	Won

	
	Floral Pegasus
	2nd
	2nd

	2007
	Viva Pataca
	3rd
	2nd

	2006
	Best Gift
	2nd
	4th

	
	The Duke
	3rd
	7th

	
	Russian Pearl
	Won 
	8th

	2005
	Bullish Luck
	Won
	5th

	
	Ain’t Here
	2nd
	7th

	
	Palette Natural
	3rd 
	10th

	2004 
	Bowman’s Crossing
	3rd 
	3rd

	2003
	Housemaster
	3rd 
	4th

	2002
	Electronic Unicorn
	Won
	8th

	2001 
	Fairy King Prawn
	Won
	6th

	
	Electronic Unicorn
	3rd 
	9th

	2000
	Oriental Express
	3rd 
	2nd

	
	Housemaster
	2nd
	3rd


Hong Kong Gold Cup winners - last start results (since 2000)

	Year
	Winner
	Last start / finish positions

	2014
	Military Attack
	HKG1 Stewards’ Cup / 4th

	2013
	Military Attack
	HKG3 Centenary Vase / 6th

	2012
	Ambitious Dragon
	HKG1 Stewards’ Cup / Won

	2011
	California Memory
	Class 1 1400m / 3rd

	2010
	Collection
	HKG1 Stewards’ Cup / 10th

	2009
	Viva Pataca
	HKG1 Stewards’ Cup / 3rd

	2008
	Viva Pataca
	HKG1 Stewards’ Cup / 3rd

	2007
	Vengenace Of Rain
	HKG1 Stewards’ Cup / 5th

	2006
	Super Kid
	HKG3 Centenary Vase / Won

	2005
	Perfect Partner
	G1 HK Mile / 2nd

	2004
	Bullish Luck
	Class 1 1600m / Won

	2003
	Olympic Express
	HKG1 Stewards’ Cup / 4th

	2002
	Industrial Pioneer
	HKG3 Centenary Vase / 5th

	2001
	Idol
	HKG1 HK Classic Mile / 10th

	2000
	Industrialist
	HKG1 HK Derby / 4th


Draw
Runners starting from lower draws have enjoyed an advantage in the Gold Cup, as barriers 3, 4, and 5 have each produced three winners since the race distance changed to 2000m in 1993.  Despite that, runners posted in outside draws have reaped decent results occasionally, as four of the past 14 winners came from Gate 11 or higher.  No winners have started from Gates 8 and 14 since 1991.

Winning Odds

Shortest-priced – 1993 River Verdon (1.2); 

Longest-priced – 2001 Idol (50)

Favourites have garnered decent results in the Hong Kong Gold Cup as 10 have won in the past 24 renewals, with four others placed.  Seven of these winners were sent off as odds-on favourite, with three-time winner River Verdon the shortest price at 1-5 – not in his Triple Crown winning season of 1993/1994 but a year earlier in 1993.  Some 19 of the past 24 winners started at 9-1 or shorter. The other five winners were 19-1 chance or higher with the longest-priced winner being Idol, ridden by legendary Irish jockey Mick Kinane, at 49-1 in 2001. 
Age of Winners

Five-year-olds have been dominant in the Hong Kong Gold Cup in recent years as half of the past 24 winners, including four of the five recent winners of this race, were of this age.  Six-year-olds come next with seven wins.  Three four-year-olds have succeeded in the Gold Cup since 1991 but the latest was Idol back in 2001.  Viva Pataca and River Verdon both won this race as seven-year-olds in 2009 and 1994.  No three-year-olds or runners older than eight have won this race in recent times.
4yo – 3
5yo – 12
6yo – 7
7yo – 2
Hong Kong Gold Cup – Winning Trainers, Jockeys and Owners

In the past 24 renewals of the Hong Kong Gold Cup just eight trainers have saddled the winners.  John Moore and Tony Cruz are the most successful handlers as those two combined have won half of the editions since 1991, with Moore winning the trophy an amazing eight times and Cruz four times.  Darren Beadman, formerly the stable-retained jockey for Moore, and seven-time Hong Kong Champion Jockey Basil Marcus, both won this race three times.  Also among the winning jockeys are the internationally-renowned Mick Kinane, with Idol in 2001, and Christophe Soumillon, who rode Perfect Partner in 2005.  The late Sir Oswald Cheung & the Club’s former Chairman the Hon Ronald Arculli remain the most successful owners of the Gold Cup as River Verdon won the trophy three times between 1992 and 1994.
Hong Kong Gold Cup – Winning Trainers (since 1991)

8 wins

John Moore – Makarpura Star (1995, 1996), Super Kid (2006), Viva Pataca (2008, 2009), Collection (2010), Military Attack (2013, 2014)
4 wins

Tony Cruz – Deauville (1997), Bullish Luck (2004), Perfect Partner (2005), California Memory (2011)
3 wins

Ivan Allan – Indigenous (1998, 1999), Olympic Express (2003)

David Hill – River Verdon (1992, 1993 & 1994)
2 wins

Brian Kan – Industrialist (2000), Industrial Pioneer (2002)

David Oughton – Starlight (1991), Idol (2001)

1 win

David Ferraris – Vengeance Of Rain (2007)

Tony Millard – Ambitious Dragon (2012)

Hong Kong Gold Cup – Winning Jockeys (since 1991)

3 wins 
Darren Beadman – Viva Pataca (2008, 2009), Collection (2010)
Basil Marcus – River Verdon (1992, 1993), Indigenous (1998)
2 wins
Felix Coetzee – Makarpura Star (1996), Bullish Luck (2004)

Eric Saint-Martin – Deauville (1997), Olympic Express (2003)

Douglas Whyte – Indigenous (1999), Ambitious Dragon (2012)

1 win
Matthew Chadwick – California Memory (2011)

Tony Cruz – Makarpura Star (1995)

Anthony Delpech – Vengeance Of Rain (2007)

Shane Dye – Super Kid (2006)

Mick Kinane – Idol (2001)

John Marshall – River Verdon (1994)

Joao Moreira – Military Attack (2014)

Gerald Mosse – Industrial Pioneer (2002)

Alan Munro – Industrialist (2000)

Zac Purton – Military Attack (2013)
Paul Robinson – Starlight (1991)

Christophe Soumillon – Perfect Partner (2005)

Hong Kong Gold Cup – Winning Owners (since 1991)
3 wins 

Sir Oswald Cheung & The Hon Ronald Arculli – River Verdon (1992, 1993 & 1994)

2 wins

Stanley Ho Hung Sun – Viva Pataca (2008, 2009) 

Mr & Mrs Steven Lo Kit Shing – Military Attack (2013, 2014)

Mr & Mrs Pang Yuen Hing – Indigenous (1998, 1999)

Frank Wong Wing Pak – Makarpura Star (1995, 1996) 
1 win

07/08 John Moore Trainer Syndicate – Collection (2010)

Gowin Chan Sin Tseng & Ringo Ng Yiu Kwok – Perfect Partner (2005)

Raymond Gianco Chow Hon Man & the Executors of the Estate of the late Chow Nam – Vengeance Of Rain (2007)

Albert Ho Chin Keung – Starlight (1991)

Albert Hu Si Nok & Peter Wong Yau Ming – Industrialist (2000)

Albert Hu Si Nok, Ngan Keng Hing, Tang Ying Hon & Kenneth Kong Siu Chee – Industrial Pioneer (2002)

Johnson Lam Pui Hung & Anderson Lam Hin Yue – Ambitious Dragon (2012)

Howard Liang Yum Shing – California Memory (2011)

Tam Man Wai & Wilson Tam Man Shu – Deauville (1997)

Wong Chi Muk – Idol (2001)

Wong Wing Keung – Bullish Luck (2004)

Wong Yuk Kwan – Super Kid (2006)

Larry Yung Chi Kin – Olympic Express (2003)

