Audemars Piguet QEII Cup
HK$20,000,000

G1 turf 2000m

26/4/2015

The Queen Elizabeth II Cup was first run at Happy Valley in 1975 during the Hong Kong visit of British monarch Queen Elizabeth II, who was on hand to present the winner’s trophy.  In 1995 it became an international event with overseas runners invited to participate. The race distance has been changed from 2200m to 2000m since 1997.  Swiss watchmaker Audemars Piguet became the race sponsor of this premier 2000m contest in 1999 when the race was promoted to G2 status, and the race was then elevated to its existing G1 status in 2001. The race’s prize money increased from HK$14 million to HK$20 million in 2015, nearly quadruple the purse of HK$5.35 million offered in 1999.

Currently ranked 19th in the World’s Top 100 G1 races, the G1 Audemars Piguet QEII Cup has attracted participation from many high-class international runners down the years.  Many owners and trainers have targeted their horses at the APQEII Cup in Hong Kong as the next major race after contesting the three main races at the Dubai World Cup meeting - the Dubai World Cup, Dubai Sheema Classic and Dubai Turf (formerly the Dubai Duty Free).
Since the APQEII Cup became an international G1 event in 2001, a total of 35 overseas horses who had participated in those three races in Dubai came to Hong Kong to run in this race.  However, the seven horses that came to Hong Kong after winning in Dubai all failed to register a victory.  The best result was obtained by 2001 Dubai Duty Free winner Jim And Tonic, as he ran second to German raider Silvano that year.  Another Dubai Duty Free winner, Japan’s Admire Moon in 2007, is the only other place-getter in the APQEII Cup as he ran third in that year’s renewal at Sha Tin.
Comparatively, those overseas raiders who placed in these three races in Dubai have a better record than Dubai winners when they contested the APQEII Cup.  Of the 11 Dubai place-getters to attempt victory in the APQEII Cup, three succeeded: Silvano (2001), Archipenko (2008) and Presvis (2009).  A further four Dubai placegetters subsequently finished in the frame in the APQEII Cup, representing a top-three rate of 64 per cent.   But of the remaining 17 runners who came from those three Dubai races, all unplaced, only three managed to finish inside the top three at Sha Tin, the best being Agnes Digital and Grey’s Inn, runners-up in the 2002 and 2005 renewals respectively.
Team Japan has had outstanding results in the APQEII Cup.  Since 2001 Japanese horses have mounted only 10 challenges. Despite that small number, they have won three times (Eishin Preston twice) and have achieved five other finishers in the first four.  All three Japanese wins - Eishin Preston in 2002 and 2003, and Rulership in 2012 – saw the victors travel directly from their homeland to Hong Kong after having their preparatory races at home. The only two Japanese runners who came for the APQEII Cup after competing at the Dubai World Cup meeting – Agnes Digital in 2002 and Admire Moon in 2007 – both finished placed at Sha Tin. 
But things do not augur quite so well for other overseas runners (excluding Japan) who bypassed the Dubai World Cup meeting en route to Hong Kong.  Among a total of 15 such runners since 2001, there has been only one winner - the Mike de Kock-trained Irridescence in 2006.  And that filly in fact came from Dubai, having won the Balanchine at the Dubai Carnival in February on her previous start before heading fresh to Sha Tin and coming out on top. French runner Balius in 2008 was the only overseas-trained APQEII Cup place-getter not to have ventured first to the Dubai World Cup meeting, as he finished fourth in G2 Prix d’Harcourt at Longchamp before running second in that year’s renewal at Sha Tin. 

After the APQEII Cup became an international event in 1995, three overseas horses have achieved a notable double in Hong Kong – winning at December’s Hong Kong International Races and then adding the APQEII Cup, in the same Hong Kong season.  That trio consists of 1995 winner Red Bishop who previously won the 1994 Hong Kong International Vase, 1999 winner Jim And Tonic who succeeded in the 1998 Hong Kong International Bowl, and 2002 winner Eishin Preston who triumphed in the 2001 Hong Kong Mile.
But so far, no Hong Kong runners have been able to match the achievements of this overseas trio in the APQEII Cup.  Since 2001, a total of seven Hong Kong runners who succeeded at the HKIR subsequently contested the APQEII Cup the same racing season.  The best result was achieved by 2012 Hong Kong Cup winner California Memory, as he finished runner-up to Military Attack in the 2013 APQEII Cup.  The other six such runners, however, all finished out of the frame.   
The same applies to those older (5yo+) local runners who ran placed in the HKIR. Of the 14 such horses that placed at the HKIR and then went to the APQEII Cup at the end of that season, six ran placed in the latter with four seconds and two thirds.  All four local horses who have won the APQEII after 2001, namely River Dancer (2004), Viva Pataca (2007 & 2010) and Military Attack (2013), in fact finished unplaced previously at the same season’s HKIR.  

Those older (5yo+) local horses who did not participate in the HKIR but ran in the APQEII Cup in the same season achieved poor results in this race.  California Memory, rising to the top scene after winning the Hong Kong Gold Cup in 2011, is the only runner to date - from 21 of such kind since 2001 – to break into the top three as he finished runner-up to Ambitious Dragon in the 2011 renewal.  

Since 2001, 11 local runners have taken part in the APQEII Cup right after returning from contesting the three prime races in Dubai on World Cup day.  None so far has won, with second-place being the best result to date: achieved by Military Attack after he finished 10th in the Dubai World Cup last year, and Vengeance Of Rain in 2007 following his landmark win in the Dubai Sheema Classic. Viva Pataca finished third in the 2008 APQEII Cup after he was second in the Dubai Sheema Classic, while Indigenous in 2001 also ran third in this 2000m event after finishing 13th in the Dubai Sheema Classic, and they were the two other runners coming out of the Dubai World Cup meeting to place in that same season’s APQEII Cup, as the rest all finished out of the frame in this race. One other local runner ran in Dubai before the QEII Cup, but not on Dubai World Cup day: Viva Macau finished 4th in the Jebel Hatta earlier in the Dubai Carnival in 2008 and was defeated subsequently at Sha Tin.

Some 17 of the past 20 Hong Kong Derby winners subsequently contested the APQEII Cup in the same season.  Three succeeded, including two winners in the past four renewals – Ambitious Dragon in 2011, and last year’s winner Designs On Rome. Both were later crowned as the Hong Kong Horse of the Year in those respective seasons.  Industrialist in 2001 is the only non-Derby-winning local four-year-old to have won the APQEII Cup.  He finished 4th in the Derby that season, but he backed up from his win in the HKG1 Hong Kong Gold Cup prior to his success in this race.
Overall results of overseas runners in the APQEII Cup after contesting the Dubai World Cup meeting (since 2001)
	Runners’ results in Dubai World Cup/ Dubai Sheema Classic/ Dubai Turf

	APQEII Cup results 
(1st - 2nd -3rd- unplaced)

	Winners’ names

	Won

	0-1-1-5
	N/A

	Placed

	3-1-3-4
	Silvano (2001), Archipenko (2008), Presvis (2009)

	Unplaced

	0-2-1-14
	N/A


Results of Japanese runners in APQEII Cup (since 2001)

	Year
	Name
	APQEII Cup finish position
	Last start / finish position

	2014
	Epiphaneia
	4th
	G2 Osaka Hai / 3rd

	
	Uncoiled
	10th
	G3 Chunichi Shimbun Hai / 7th

	2013
	Eishin Flash
	3rd
	G2 Osaka Hai / 3rd

	2012
	Rulership
	Won
	G2 Nikkei Sho / 3rd

	2010
	Never Bouchon
	4th
	G2 Nikkei Sho / 4th

	2008
	Matsurida Gogh
	6th
	G2 Nikkei Sho / Won

	2007
	Admire Moon
	3rd
	G1 Dubai Duty Free / Won

	2003
	Eishin Preston
	Won
	G1 February Stakes / 16th

	2002


	Eishin Preston
	Won
	G2 Nakayama Kinen / 5th

	
	Agnes Digital
	2nd
	G1 Dubai World Cup / 6th


Overall results of Hong Kong runners in APQEII Cup who had run at HKIR the same season (since 2001)

	Runners’ results in HKIR


	APQEII Cup results 
(1st - 2nd -3rd- unplaced)

	Winners’ names

	Won

	0-1-0-6
	N/A

	Placed

	0-4-2-8
	N/A

	Unplaced

	4-2-2-31
	River Dancer (2004), 

Viva Pataca (2007, 2010)

Military Attack (2013)


Results of Hong Kong runners in the APQEII Cup who had participated in the Dubai World Cup, Sheema Classic or Duty Free (since 2001)

	Year
	Name
	APQEII Cup finish position
	Last start / finish position

	2014
	Military Attack
	2nd
	Dubai World Cup / 10th

	
	Dominant
	8th
	Dubai Sheema Classic / 5th

	2012
	California Memory
	5th
	Dubai Duty Free / 12th

	2011
	King Dancer
	14th
	Dubai Sheema Classic / 9th

	2008
	Viva Pataca
	3rd
	Dubai Sheema Classic / 2nd

	2007
	Vengeance Of Rain
	2nd
	Dubai Sheema Classic / Won

	2006
	Bullish Luck
	5th
	Dubai Duty Free / 5th

	
	Russian Pearl
	9th
	Dubai Duty Free / 9th

	2002
	Helene Vitality
	13th
	Dubai Sheema Classic / 2nd

	2001
	Daliapour

Indigenous
	6th
3rd
	Dubai Sheema Classic / 7th
Dubai Sheema Classic / 13th


List of Hong Kong Derby winners who finished top 5 in APQEII Cup the same season (since 1995)

	Year
	Horse
	Finish position in APQEII Cup

	2014
	Designs On Rome
	Won

	2013
	Akeed Mofeed
	5th

	2011
	Ambitious Dragon
	Won

	2010
	Super Satin
	3rd

	2005
	Vengeance Of Rain
	Won

	2003
	Elegant Fashion
	2nd

	2000
	Keen Winner
	5th

	1998
	Johan Cruyff
	3rd

	1997
	Oriental Express
	4th

	1995
	Makarpura Star
	5th


Draw
Gate 8 has produced the most APQEII Cup winners in the past 20 years as runners starting from that draw have won four times, most recently Rulership in 2012.  That is followed by barrier 12 with three wins.  No winners have started from barriers 4, 11, 13 or 14 in the past 20 renewals.
Winning Odds

Shortest-priced winner – 1995 Red Bishop (2.1) 

Longest-priced winner – 2004 River Dancer (58)

Top favourites have a fair record in the APQEII Cup as five have won since the race opened to international runners in 1995.  Another three have run second and five others third, representing a top three rate of 65 per cent.  Red Bishop was the shortest-priced winner as he won the 1995 renewal as an 11-10 chance, followed by last year’s victor Designs On Rome, at 6-5.  Only four of the past 20 winners have won the race at odds higher than 11-1, with River Dancer at 57-1 in 2004 being the longest of all.

Age of Winners

Five-year-olds have been dominant in this race, winning half of the past 20 renewals.  Four-year-olds have won it seven times, including four Hong Kong runners who are all geldings, most recently Designs On Rome last year. The three remaining APQEII Cup winners won it at the age of six, seven and eight respectively.  Viva Pataca remains the oldest horse to win the APQEII Cup as he notched his second success as an eight-year-old in 2010.  No three-year-old has won this race.

A total of 12 fillies and mares have contested the APQEII Cup since 1995.  Mike de Kock-trained Irridescence is the only filly or mare to succeed as the South African representative won the 2006 renewal, with the brilliant British mare Ouija Board a close third.  The 2003 Hong Kong Derby heroine Elegant Fashion finished second twice in this race in 2003 and 2004. 
4yo – 7
5yo – 10
6yo – 1
7yo – 1
8yo – 1
Winning Owners, Trainers & Jockeys of APQEII Cup (since 1995)
Hong Kong champion trainer John Moore is most successful horsemen in the APQEII Cup, as he has saddled four winners in the past 8 renewals, including Military Attack and Designs On Rome in the past two editions of the race.  This race also carries a very special meaning to perennial Hong Kong champion jockey Douglas Whyte, as he announced himself to Hong Kong racing fans with a win in this race atop London News in 1997.  He went on to bag two more APQEII successes with Oriental Express in 1998 and Ambitious Dragon in 2011, to become the winning-most jockey in the APQEII Cup.   As for Owners, top names such as Godolphin and Leonidas Marinopoulos all tasted success previously in the APQEII Cup.  But Toyomitsu Hirai of Eishin Preston and Dr Stanley Ho of Viva Pataca fame are the owners with the most wins thanks to the dual successes of their horses in this race.
APQEII Cup - Winning Trainers 
4 wins

John Moore – Viva Pataca (2007, 2010), Military Attack (2013), Designs On Rome (2014)
2 wins

Shuji Kitahashi – Eishin Preston (2002, 2003)

Mike de Kock – Irridescence (2006), Archipenko (2008)

1 win
Ivan Allan – Oriental Express (1998)

Saeed bin Suroor – Overbury (1996)

Luca Cumani – Presvis (2009)
Francois Doumen – Jim And Tonic (1999)

David Ferraris – Vengeance Of Rain (2005)

Hilal Ibrahim – Red Bishop (1995)

Brian Kan – Industrialist (2000)

Alec Laird – London News (1997)
Tony Millard – Ambitious Dragon (2011)
John Size – River Dancer (2004)
Katsuhiko Sumii – Rulership (2012)
Andreas Wohler – Silvano (2001)
APQEII Cup - Winning Jockeys

3 wins

Douglas Whyte – London News (1997), Oriental Express (1998), Ambitious Dragon (2011)

2 wins

Tommy Berry – Military Attack (2013), Designs On Rome (2014)
Yuichi Fukunaga – Eishin Preston (2002, 2003)
Mick Kinane – Red Bishop (1995), Viva Pataca (2007)

Weichong Marwing – Irridescence (2006), Viva Pataca (2010)
1 win

Anthony Delpech – Vengeance Of Rain (2005)

Frankie Dettori – Overbury (1996)

Ryan Moore – Presvis (2009)
Gerald Mosse – Jim And Tonic (1999)

Alan Munro – Industrialist (2000)
Umberto Rispoli – Rulership (2012)
Glyn Schofield – River Dancer (2004)
Kevin Shea – Archipenko (2008)
Andreas Suborics – Silvano (2001)

APQEII Cup - Winning Owners

2 wins

Toyomitsu Hirai – Eishin Preston (2002, 2003)

Stanley Ho Hung Sun – Viva Pataca (2007, 2010)

1 win

The Hon Ronald Arculli – River Dancer (2004)

Cheng Keung Fai – Designs On Rome (2014)
Raymond Gianco Chow Hon Man & the Executors of the Estate of the late Chow Nam – Vengeance Of Rain (2005)

Godolphin – Overbury (1996)

Albert Hu Si Nok & Peter Wong Yau Ming – Industrialist (2000)

Mr & Mrs Laurence Jaffee – London News (1997)
Johnson Lam Pui Hung – Ambitious Dragon (2011)

Mr & Mrs Steven Lo Kit Sing – Military Attack (2013)

Leonidas Marinopoulos, K Bailey, P Booth, W Charnley & Mrs L Cumani – Presvis (2009)
John D Martin & Roger Barby – Jim And Tonic (1999)
Sheikh Mohammed Khalifa Al Maktoum, Dr A H Parker, Mrs R M A Parker, M F de Kock, J Malherbe & Dr J McVeigh – Archipenko (2008)
Ali Saeed Bilhab – Red Bishop (1995)

Stiftung Gestut Faehrhof – Silvano (2001)
Sunday Racing Co Ltd – Rulership (2012)
Team Valor – Irridescence (2006)

Larry Yung Chi Kin – Oriental Express (1998)
