The Champions Mile
HK$14,000,000

G1 Turf 1600m

3/5/2015

The Champions Mile is one of the relatively younger top-class events in Hong Kong’s racing calendar.  Inaugurated in 2001, the race subsequently became an international event in 2005 and was elevated to its existing G1 status two years later, in 2007.  One of the Top 100 G1 races in the world, the race’s prize money increased by HK$2 million to a total of HK$14 million in 2015.
Since the race opened to overseas contenders in 2005, local runners have won nine of the past 10 renewals and dominated every running until last year when dual South African Horse of the Year Variety Club broke their stranglehold with his emphatic display at Sha Tin.  The HKG2 Chairman’s Trophy (1600m) and HKG1 Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (1400m) have proven to be the two important indicative races for the Champions Mile in recent years.
Eight of the past 10 Chairman’s Trophy winners went on to take part in the Champions Mile, producing decent overall results of two wins and three placings.  Those two Chairman’s Trophy/Champions Mile winners came thanks to Able One’s second Champions Mile success in 2010 and Bullish Luck’s double in 2005.  Dan Excel finished second in the Chairman’s Trophy prior to his success in the Champions Mile in 2013.  Sight Winner in 2009 is the only runner from a pool of 19 unplaced Chairman’s Trophy contenders to go on and win the Champions Mile.
In the past decade, seven winners of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup, the last leg of the Hong Kong Speed Series, have progressed to the Champions Mile.  Only one of them, Good Ba Ba in 2008, proceeded to win, while two other Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup winners have finished second and third subsequently in this race.  Fourth in the Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup in 2009, Sight Winner is the only one of 11 unplaced runners to have subsequently won the same season’s Champions Mile.
Local four-year-olds have a fair record overall in the Champions Mile, with Able One in 2007 and Xtension in 2011 being the two winners from this age group since 2005.  In the same period, six winners of Hong Kong Classic Mile - over the same course and distance - featured in the Champions Mile the same season.  Able Friend in 2014 was the best of all as he finished second behind Variety Club.  Collection in 2009 remains the only Hong Kong Derby winner of the past decade to have run in the Champions Mile in the same season.  He could only finish 5th in that renewal.
A total of 12 local runners participated in the Champions Mile after an earlier excursion to the Dubai World Cup day in the UAE.   This route has produced two winners – Bullish Luck in 2005 and Xtension in 2012.  Coincidentally both horses finished 5th in the G1 Dubai Duty Free (currently the Dubai Turf) in those years.  Two other runners who went to the Champions Mile via Dubai finished third.

Overall results of Chairman’s Trophy runners in same season’s Champions Mile (since 2005)

	Runners’ results in Chairman’s Trophy
	Champions Mile results 
(1st - 2nd -3rd- unplaced)

	Winners’ names

	Won

	2-2-1-3
	Bullish Luck (2005)

Able One (2010)

	Placed

	1-1-1-3
	Dan Excel (2013)

	Unplaced

	1-0-2-16
	Sight Winner (2009)


Overall results of Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup runners in same season’s Champions Mile (since 2005)

	Runners’ results in Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup
	Champions Mile results 
(1st - 2nd -3rd- unplaced)

	Winners’ names

	Won

	1-2-2-2
	Good Ba Ba (2008)

	Placed

	0-4-2-10
	N/A

	Unplaced

	1-1-0-9
	Sight Winner (2009)


List of Hong Kong runners in the Champions Mile after returning from Dubai (since 2005)

	Year
	Horse
	Contested races in Dubai / finish position
	Finish position in Champions Mile

	2014
	Blazing Speed
	Dubai Duty Free / 10th
	6th

	2012
	Xtension
	Dubai Duty Free / 5th
	Won

	
	Lucky Nine
	Dubai Golden Shaheen / 3rd
	3rd

	
	Ambitious Dragon
	Dubai Duty Free / 7th
	4th

	2011
	Beauty Flash
	Dubai Duty Free / 8th
	4th

	
	Sunny King
	Dubai Golden Shaheen / 3rd
	9th

	2010
	Good Ba Ba
	Dubai Duty Free / 8th
	8th

	2008
	Bullish Luck
	Dubai Duty Free / 13th
	3rd

	
	Floral Pegasus
	Dubai Duty Free / 7th
	6th

	2007
	Bullish Luck
	Dubai World Cup / 3rd
	8th

	2006
	Bullish Luck
	Dubai Duty Free / 5th
	Won

	
	Russian Pearl
	Dubai Duty Free / 9th
	4th


Draw

Gate 8 is the winning-most barrier in the Champions Mile as it boasts three winners in the past 14 years, while Gates 1, 2, 7 and 9 have all produced two winners.  Last year’s winner Variety Club, from stall 12, is the only winner to start from a double digit gate in the race’s history.
Winning Odds

Shortest-priced winner – 2003 Electronic Unicorn (1.4)
Longest-priced winner – 2009 Sight Winner (65)
Top favourites do not have good records in the Champions Mile. In the last 14 editions, only two have won and six others ran second.  With Good Ba Ba in 2008 being the last successful favourite, the top picks are in a six-year losing sequence. Electronic Unicorn is the shortest priced winner of the race as he won the contest as a 2-5 favourite in 2003.  Half of the 14 race winners won at odds of 10-1 or higher, with Sight Winner in 2009 being the longest-priced winner of the race at 64-1.
Age of Winners
The race tends to favour younger horses in their prime as four-year-olds have been dominant with five wins, followed by five-year-olds who won four times, including the three latest winners in Xtension (2012), Dan Excel (2013) and Variety Club (2014).  Having said that, six-year-olds and seven-year-olds still have fair records; those age-groups are responsible for two winners and three winners, respectively.  There has never been a winner aged eight or older.

Only four three-year-olds have competed in the Champions Mile in the past, with the best result being Stay Young’s third in 2004.  British runner Attraction is the only filly or mare to have contested this race in its history, but the Mark Johnston-trained filly and five-time G1 winner finished 11th of 13 in the 2005 renewal.

4yo – 5
5yo – 4
6yo – 2
7yo – 3
Winning Owners, Trainers & Jockeys in Champions Mile
There have been just 14 editions of the Champions Mile so far but trainer John Moore has already won it five times, including four renewals in succession between 2010 and 2013, which makes him the most successful trainer in this race.  The winning-most jockeys are Australians Brett Prebble and Darren Beadman, and South African Weichong Marwing, who share the spoils as each of them have won this mile event twice.  The same applies to owners Mr & Mrs Steven Lo of Xtension, Dr & Mrs Cornel Li of Able One, and Wong Wing Keung of Bullish Luck as their horses all triumphed twice in this race.

Champions Mile - Winning Trainers 
5 wins

John Moore – Able One (2007, 2010), Xtension (2011, 2012), Dan Excel (2013)

2 wins

Tony Cruz – Bullish Luck (2005, 2006)
John Size – Electronic Unicorn (2003), Sight Winner (2009)
1 win

Ivan Allan – Jeune King Prawn (2002)

Brian Kan – Red Pepper (2001)

Mike de Kock – Variety Club (2014)
David Oughton – Figures (2004)
Andreas Schutz – Good Ba Ba (2008)
Champions Mile - Winning Jockeys

2 wins
Darren Beadman – Able One (2010), Xtension (2011)

Weichong Marwing – Jeune King Prawn (2002), Dan Excel (2013)
Brett Prebble – Bullish Luck (2006), Sight Winner (2009)
1 win

Olivier Doleuze – Good Ba Ba (2008)
Robbie Fradd – Electronic Unicorn (2003)
Mick Kinane – Able One (2007)

Eric Legrix – Red Pepper (2001)
Anton Marcus – Variety Club (2014)
James McDonald – Xtension (2012)
Gerald Mosse – Bullish Luck (2005)

Torsten Mundry – Figures (2004)
Champions Mile - Winning Owners

2 wins
Mr & Mrs Steven Lo Kit Sing – Xtension (2011, 2012)
Dr & Mrs Cornel Li Fook Kwan – Able One (2007, 2010)
Wong Wing Keung – Bullish Luck (2005, 2006)
1 win
David Philip Boehm – Dan Excel (2013)
Mr & Mrs Chau Kam Chuen – Red Pepper (2001)
Financial Investors Group Syndicate – Figures (2004)
Mrs I Jooste and M J Jooste – Variety Club (2014)
Mr & Mrs Lau Sak Hong – Jeune King Prawn (2002)
Lo Ying Bin – Electronic Unicorn (2003)
Mr & Mrs Tam Wing Kun – Sight Winner (2009)

John Yuen Se Kit – Good Ba Ba (2008)

