Hugh Bowman
Age: 35. Background: Bowman boasts an outstanding career record with more than 1,700 wins since his debut ride on Naturalised in 1999, including many of the major races in the Australian racing calendar. He is the reigning champion jockey in Sydney, a title he has claimed three times in all. He has won no less than 47 G1 races in his career, including the 2010, 2011 and 2013 renewals of the Victoria Derby on Lion Tamer, Sangster and Polanski respectively, and the 2014 Australian Derby on Criterion. This season he has already notched four top-level wins, notably the Cox Plate on the brilliant filly Winx. Bowman is well-known to Hong Kong racing fans through his successful three-month riding contract at the end of the 2013/14 season when he notched a highly respectable 13 wins.

Notable honours include: 3x Sydney Champion Jockey (2008/09, 2011/12, 2014/15)
IJC record: 2009 - 7th.

Silvestre De Sousa
Age: 34. Background: One of 10 children, Brazilian ace De Sousa first sat on a horse at age 18 and within less than two years was Champion Apprentice in Sao Paulo.  He moved to Europe at age 22 and was employed as a work rider for legendary Irish handler Dermot Weld. In 2004, dispirited after two years without a ride in public, De Sousa moved to England and teamed up with North Yorkshire trainer Dandy Nicholls. His first UK win was achieved aboard Sonic Anthem at Southwell on 1 January, 2006. Riding mainly for lesser trainers, often on longshots, De Sousa established his reputation on the northern circuit and in 2010 he rode his first century. That attracted the attention of trainer Mark Johnston and that support in turn helped propel him to finish runner-up in the 2011 UK Champion Jockey race. He was retained by Godolphin from 2012 to 2014, during which time his haul included the G1 Dubai Duty Free (2013 Sajjhaa), Champion Stakes (2013 Farhh) and Dubai World Cup (2014 African Story). Riding as a freelance in 2015 he notched 132 wins to claim the UK Champion Jockey title and also partnered Arabian Queen to a famous triumph over Golden Horn in the G1 Juddmonte International Stakes. He is currently based in New York, USA, for the winter season.
Notable honours include: UK Champion Jockey (2015); Sao Paulo Champion Apprentice

IJC record: Debut

Victor Espinoza
Age: 43. Background: Espinoza was raised on a dairy farm, the 11th of 12 children, and paid for jockey school by driving a bus in Mexico City at age 17. He started his career in his native Mexico before moving to the California circuit in 1990. He is now one of North America’s leading jockeys with career earnings topping US$185 million. He has accrued more than US$18.4 million of that total this year, thanks in no small part to the exploits of American Pharoah, whom he partnered to become the first US Triple Crown winner in 37 years. He is only the 11th jockey in history to win the Triple Crown. The pair also sealed the G1 Breeders’ Cup Classic. Espinoza’s numerous major race wins also include the Kentucky Derby (2002 War Emblem, 2014 California Chrome, 2015 American Pharoah), the Preakness Stakes (2002 War Emblem, 2014 California Chrome, 2015 American Pharoah) and the Belmont Stakes (2015 American Pharoah).
Notable honours include: Triple Crown winner; oldest US Triple Crown-winning jockey; first Latino jockey to win the US Triple Crown.
IJC record: 2003 – 2nd
Maxime Guyon
Age: 26. Background: Guyon is looking for a first triumph at his third attempt at the LONGINES IJC. After starting out on the pony circuit in France as a youngster, Guyon attended Le Moulin a Vent jockey school in Gouvieux. He commenced his career with Andre Fabre in 2005. Fabre once said he believed his protege had the innate talent to become one of the best jockeys of all time. After gaining his senior licence in January, 2008, Guyon's career blossomed quickly and he achieved his first G1 win on Cavalryman in the 2009 Grand Prix de Paris. His haul of well over 1000 wins includes no less than 26 at G1 level, among them four European classics. He enjoyed a good first stint in Hong Kong during the 2010/11 season when he successfully partnered Horse of the Year Ambitious Dragon and in 2014 he rode Flintshire to success in the LONGINES Hong Kong Vase. This year he has ridden Europe’s Champion miler Solow through an unbroken sequence of five G1 wins.
Notable honours include: Hong Kong Derby winner (2011 Ambitious Dragon).

IJC record: 2011 - 10th; 2013 - 7th
Gavin Lerena
Age: 30. Background: Lerena’s father, Tex Lerena, was Chairman of the South African Jockeys’ Association and a jockey himself.  The Johannesburg native joined the South African Apprentice Academy in 2002 at the same time as fellow leading riders S’Manga Khumalo and Richard Fourie. He accrued 283 wins as an apprentice to break the record for a South African apprentice established more than 30 years earlier by Michael Roberts. He has twice won the G1 South African Derby (2008 King’s Gambit; 2012 Pomodoro[dead-heat]) and further G1 wins include a trio on the crack mare Dancewiththedevil. Early this year he won the G1 Cape Derby on Mike de Kock’s Ertijaal. He holds the record for most wins in South Africa in a calendar month (42 in June, 2015).
Notable honours include: South Africa Champion Jockey (2014/15); South Africa Champion Apprentice (2005, 2006, 2007).
IJC record: Debut.

James McDonald
Age: 23. Background: McDonald made a big impression on his LONGINES IJC debut in 2011, with the precocious Kiwi finishing runner-up to Frankie Dettori. This will be his fourth appearance in the competition after also contesting the 2012 and 2014 editions. Champion Apprentice in his homeland, he went on to claim the Premiership there twice, latterly with a New Zealand record tally of 207 for the 2010/2011 season. In 2012 he won a first New Zealand Derby and gained wider international exposure that May when winning the G1 Champions Mile at Sha Tin on Xtension. Now based in Australia, he clinched his first Sydney Premiership in July, 2014, with 72 wins on the board, riding two winners on the final day of the season to draw that number clear of Nash Rawiller. The first of his 30 career G1 wins came in the 2008 New Zealand Bloodstock Breeders Stakes and his most recent was November’s Darley Classic aboard Delectation. His career total already stands at more than 1100 wins.
Notable honours include: Sydney Champion Jockey (2013/14); New Zealand Champion Jockey (2008/09, 2010/2011).
IJC record: 2011 - 2nd; 2012 - 10th; 2014 - 3rd.

Ryan Moore
Age: 32. Background: Ryan Moore is a two-time winner of the LONGINES IJC. He has been the outstanding international rider in recent years and was the first recipient of the LONGINES World’s Best Jockey Award as a result of a remarkable 15 G1 wins in 2014. Moore hails from a racing family - his grandfather Charlie Moore was a trainer, his father Gary is a trainer, his mother Jayne was an amateur rider, his brothers Jamie and Josh are talented Jump jockeys and his sister Hayley is an accomplished amateur rider. His first win came for his father on Mersey Beat over hurdles at Towcester in May, 2000. He soon switched to Flat racing and his first professional win came on Marwell’s Kiss at Lingfield in January, 2002. He notched a first Group 1 aboard Notnowcato in the 2006 Juddmonte International Stakes at York and he has since taken his G1-winning tally to 65 in 10 different countries. With over 2000 career wins to his credit, Moore has won some of the worlds’ foremost races including the Prix de le Arc de Triomphe, the English Derby, the Japan Cup, the Breeders’ Cup Turf and the Melbourne Cup.
Notable honours include: UK Champion Jockey (2006, 2008, 2009); UK Champion Apprentice (2003); International Jockeys’ Championship winner (2009 [shared] & 2010); LONGINES World’s Best Jockey Award winner (2014).
IJC record:  2006 - 6th; 2007 - 10th; 2009 - 1st (dead-heat); 2010 - 1st; 2011 - 6th; 2012 - 3rd; 2013 - 5th; 2014 - 4th.

Joao Moreira
Age: 31. Background: Known as “Magic Man”, Joao Moreira won the LONGINES IJC at his second attempt in 2012. His third attempt, in 2014, resulted in a runner-up finish. The Brazilian sensation notched more than 1000 wins in South America. He relocated to Singapore in 2009, and, after finishing third in the premiership in that first season, he proceeded to dominate the Singapore circuit for four years. He moved to Hong Kong in October 2013 and finished runner-up in the title race that term with 97 wins before clinching the championship in a record-smashing 2014/15 campaign. He is currently storming away from his rivals in this season’s Hong Kong premiership. Moreira has also ridden in Australia, Britain, France, USA, Germany, Japan, Macau, Sweden and the UAE.
Notable honours include: Hong Kong Champion Jockey (2014/15); LONGINES IJC winner (2012); Singapore Champion Jockey (2010, 2011, 2012, 2013); two-time Brazilian Eclipse Award winner (2006/07, 2007/08); fastest 100 in a Hong Kong season (22 April, 2015); Hong Kong record for most wins in a season (145 in 2014/15); record-equaling most wins in a Hong Kong race day (six: 1 March, 2015); Singapore record for most wins in a season (206 in 2012); eight wins from eight rides at Kranji (6 September, 2013); eight wins in a day at Cidade Jardim (March, 2006).
IJC record: 2010 – 9th;  2012 – 1st; 2014 - 2nd
Keita Tosaki
Age: 35. Background: A civil servant’s son, Tosaki was an active participant in baseball during his school years and dreamt of being a professional baseball player.  His small stature led him instead to a career as a jockey and he was admitted to the NAR’s Jockey Training School. His debut on the regional NAR circuit came in April 1998 and he went on to be the leading NAR rider on four occasions - in 2009 he notched 408 wins. He transferred to the JRA circuit when he received his JRA riding license in 2013 and made an immediate impact, winning the JRA Champion Jockey title in 2014 with 146 wins. His tally of no less than 11 G1/JPNG1s in his career includes Straight Girl’s triumphs in the Victoria Mile and Sprinters Stakes this year.  Other stand-out wins include Gentildonna in the 2014 Arima Kinen, his first JRA G1 win with Real Impact in the 2011 Yasuda Kinen, and four JPN G1 successes aboard NAR runner Furioso, in the Teio Sho (2008, 2010), Kawasaki Kinen (2011) and Kashiwa Kinen (2011). He is currently (as of 8 November) second in the JRA title race, 12 wins behind the side-lined Yuichi Fukunaga. He has more than 2,360 career wins (1,920 NAR wins, 447 JRA wins).

Notable honours include: JRA Champion Jockey (2014); NAR champion (2009, 2010, 2011, 2012)

IJC record: Debut
Brett Prebble
Age: 38. Background: Brett Prebble relocated to Hong Kong in 2002. His first major win at Sha Tin came aboard Precision in the 2003 Champions & Chater Cup. He has since partnered to victory Hong Kong stars such as Bullish Luck, Sacred Kingdom, Cape Of Good Hope and Lucky Nine. He has been runner-up to Douglas Whyte in the jockey’ title race six times: his 2009/10 battle with Whyte was epic as he lost out by one with the final score being 100-99. He set the Hong Kong record of most wins in a day with his six-timer at Happy Valley on 20 June, 2010, a  feat since matched by Whyte (April, 2013) and Joao Moreira (March, 2015). His career highlight is Green Moon’s win in the 2012 Melbourne Cup. He has three HIKIR wins - Hong Kong Sprint (2006 Absolute Champion, 2009 Sacred Kingdom, 2011 Lucky Nine) - and other standout successes include the Champions Mile (2006 Bullish Luck, 2009 Sight Winner), Hong Kong Derby (2007 Vital King), Golden Slipper (2010 Crystal Lily), Australian Guineas (2015 Wandjina), Yasuda Kinen (2006 Bullish Luck) and KrisFlyer International Sprint (2009 Sacred Kingdom, 2013 & 2014 Lucky Nine). 

Notable honours include: Melbourne Premiership (1999/2000 & 2000/2001).

IJC record: 2011 - 8th; 2010 - 4th; 2000 - 2nd.

Douglas Whyte
Age: 44. Background: Douglas Whyte was born in Durban, South Africa, hence his nickname “The Durban Demon”. He was champion jockey in Hong Kong for 13 consecutive seasons, losing his title to Zac Purton in 2013/14. Whyte first sat on a horse at age 2 and developed his skills riding in the countryside with his late father, himself a former jockey. A South African jockey academy graduate, in 1996 he rode weekends in Singapore and Malaysia and undertook a short contract in Hong Kong at the start of the 1996/97 season. He returned for the 1997/98 season and made Hong Kong his home. He is the only jockey ever to reach 1,000 wins in Hong Kong, and his tally of 114 wins in 2005/06 stood as a record until Joao Moreria surpassed it in 2014/15. He is the joint record-holder (with Brett Prebble and Joao Moreira) for most wins in a day in Hong Kong (six: 7 April, 2013) and holds the records for overall career wins in Hong Kong and most career prize money won (over HK$1.4 billion). His major wins include three at the HKIR: Hong Kong Cup (2013 Akeed Mofeed), Hong Kong Mile (2013 Glorious Days), Hong Kong Vase (1998 Indigenous). Other notable wins include: AP QEII Cup (1997 London News, 1998 Oriental Express, 2011 Ambitious Dragon), Hong Kong Derby (2010 Super Satin, 2012 Fay Fay, 2013 Akeed Mofeed), Queen’s Plate (1997 London News), J & B Met (1997 London News). 

Notable honours include: Hong Kong Champion Jockey 2000/01 to 2012/13; three-time LONGINES IJC winner (2002, 2007, 2008).

IJC record: 2013 - 10th; 2012 - 4th; 2011 - 6th; 2010 - 2nd; 2009 - 11th; 2008 - 1st; 2007 - 1st; 2006 - 10th; 2005 - 2nd; 2004 - 5th; 2003 - 8th; 2002 - 1st; 2001 - 8th; 2000 - 9th.

Derek Leung
Age: 27. Background: A product of Hong Kong's Apprentice Jockeys' School, Derek Leung cut his teeth as a young rider in New Zealand under the tutelage of trainer Lance O'Sullivan. He was assigned as apprentice jockey to Paul O'Sullivan's stable upon his return to Hong Kong. Leung was involved in a four-way battle for the 2009/10 Hong Kong apprentice jockeys' championship but came up five wins short of eventual champion Keith Yeung. He reached the graduation benchmark after claiming his 70th win on board Star Of Fame on 1 June, 2011.

Notable honours include: Asian Young Guns Challenge winner (2010)
IJC record: debut
