Jockey’s Profile – Sam Clipperton

Sam Clipperton commenced riding in races at age 16 as an apprentice to Hall of Fame trainer Ron Quinton and claimed his first notable win at the age of 17 when he guided Monton to win the 2011 Festival Stakes at Rosehill Gardens Racecourse. He went on to be crowned Champion New South Wales Apprentice Jockey during consecutive seasons in 2012/13 and 2013/14 following in the footsteps of other riders who have enjoyed riding success in Hong Kong, namely Tye Angland, Tommy Berry, Hugh Bowman, Tim Clark and Chad Schofield. After breaking into the senior ranks, Clipperton rode extensively for trainer John O’Shea (Godolphin) and has enjoyed the strong support of that organisation combining for a deal of success, which includes 5 wins at Group 2 level.  
With 354 career wins to his credit, Clipperton was able to break into the top 10 in the Sydney Jockeys’ Championship during the 2014/2015 racing season and has taken a further step during the current season to assume a more prominent position on the table, sitting on 42 wins at a rate of 11.2%. During the 2016 Sydney Autumn Racing Carnival, Clipperton gained a first Group 1 success on Peeping in the Coolmore Classic for his former mentor, Ron Quinton, and the following week guided the Gai Waterhouse-trained English to win the G1 All Aged Stakes. He has advised that his minimum riding weight is 117 lbs, which will allow him to accept rides at 115 lbs with the permitted overweight.
