LONGINES Hong Kong Mile (Group 1) – 1600m – Turf – Right-handed Course

LONGINES Hong Kong Mile (26th running)
History
Now one of the world’s elite Group One mile races, the LONGINES Hong Kong Mile started out in 1991 as the Hong Kong Invitation Bowl, staged over 1400m. It was inaugurated to mark Hong Kong’s staging of the 22nd Asian Racing Conference in December of that year.

A slight identity change occurred in 1992 when it became the Hong Kong International Bowl and two years later the race attained Group 3 status. That year, 1994, also saw Michael Stoute send his subsequent dual Group 1 Lockinge Stakes hero Soviet Line from England to land the spoils. International Group 2 status followed in 1995 when Monopolize won the first of two back-to-back.

In 1999 the race became the championship mile contest we know today. The distance was extended to 1600m and the race rebranded as the Hong Kong Mile, and it was another UK raider, Docksider, who took the honours.

The great New Zealand mare Sunline arrived at Sha Tin in 2000 and carried off the first international Group 1 edition of the Hong Kong Mile, but since Japan’s Hat Trick scored in 2005, Hong Kong horses have made the race their own. Chief among the home victors is the mighty Good Ba Ba, who is the only horse to win any HKIR three times in succession (2007, 2008, 2009).

The Hong Kong Mile received a boost of HK$3 million ahead of the 2014 renewal, which took the prize purse to HK$23 million, making it the richest turf mile race in the world.
Statistics

Leading Jockey
O Doleuze

3 Wins – The Duke (2006) & Good Ba Ba (2007 & 2009)
Leading Trainer
G M Begg
 
2 Wins – Monopolize (1995 & 1996)




A S Cruz

2 Wins – Lucky Owners (2003) & Beauty Flash (2010)




J Moore

2 Wins – Able One (2011) & Able Friend (2014) 





A Schutz

2 Wins – Good Ba Ba (2007 & 2008)
Leading Representing Country
Hong Kong (12 Wins)
Record of Males

	Age
	Winners
	2nd
	3rd
	Unplaced
	Total Starters

	6yo+
	7
	4
	11
	71
	93

	5yo
	7
	10
	5
	84
	106

	4yo
	8
	6
	6
	71
	91

	3yo
	1
	3
	1
	13
	18


Record of Females

2 Wins 4 Placings from 27 Starts
Fastest Time (1600M)
1.32.71
Standard Time


1.33.80
Track Record Time

1.32.71
Jockey Club Mile (G2) as lead up to Hong Kong Mile
	Year
	Jockey Club Mile Winner
	Hong Kong Mile Placing (Odds)

	2010
	Able One
	Withdrawn

	2011
	Destined For Glory
	12th (10)

	2012
	Glorious Days
	2nd (2.4F)

	2013
	Gold-Fun
	2nd (2.7F)

	2014
	Able Friend
	1st (1.3F)

	2015
	Beauty Flame
	6th (11)

	2016
	Beauty Only
	?
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