LONGINES Hong Kong Cup (Group 1) – 2000m – Turf – Right-handed Course

LONGINES Hong Kong Cup (30th running)
History
The LONGINES Hong Kong Cup is the jewel in the LONGINES Hong Kong International Races crown. It is the oldest of the four races and the event upon which the occasion is built.

The race came into being as the Hong Kong Invitation Cup, staged at Sha Tin in January, 1988. Hong Kong legend Brian Kan saddled the first winner, Flying Dancer, in a race open to raiders from Malaysia and Singapore. It was a Singaporean raider, Colonial Chief that became the first overseas victor in 1989 when Hong Kong riding legend Tony Cruz teamed up with trainer Ivan Allan. Australasian runners were invited in December that year and in 1991 the race was opened to invitees from all nations.

The contest was staged twice in 1989 as the event moved from January to its December slot for the third edition and it has become a firm end of year fixture, the only exception being when the 1992 race was postponed due to equine flu and took place in April 1993.

From April 1993, the race was re-titled the Hong Kong International Cup and was staged as an international Group 3 contest, and in 1994 the Cup was upgraded to international Group 2 status.

The race continued to evolve into a contest of international merit and in 1999 the elite Group 1 standard was achieved. The race was renamed the Hong Kong Cup and the distance was extended from 1800m to its current 2000m. The Hong Kong Cup has the distinction of being the first Hong Kong race to achieve international Group 1 status.

The LONGINES Hong Kong Cup received an increase of HK$3 million in purse money in 2014, raising the total purse from HK$22 million to HK$25 million.
Statistics

Leading Jockey
L Dettori

3 Wins – Fantastic Light (2000), Falbrav (‘03) & Ramonti (2007)
Leading Trainer
A S Cruz
 
2 Wins – California Memory (2011 & 2012)




S bin Suroor
2 Wins – Fantastic Light (2000) & Ramonti (2007)




J Moore

2 Wins – Motivation (1993) & Designs On Rome (2014) 

Leading Representing Country
Hong Kong (9 Wins)
Record of Males

	Age
	Winners
	2nd
	3rd
	Unplaced
	Total Starters

	6yo+
	3
	4
	11
	56
	74

	5yo
	9
	10
	7
	90
	116

	4yo
	12
	8
	7
	83
	110

	3yo
	–
	2
	1
	13
	16


Record of Females

5 Wins 8 Placings from 45 Starts
Fastest Time (2000M)
2.00.10
Standard Time


2.01.45
Track Record Time

2.00.10
Jockey Club Cup (G2) as lead up to Hong Kong Cup
	Year
	Jockey Club Cup Winner
	Hong Kong Cup Placing (Odds)

	2010
	Irian
	2nd (6.3)

	2011
	Thumbs Up
	Hong Kong Vase 2nd (15)

	2012
	California Memory
	1st (2.7F)

	2013
	Endowing
	11th (9.3)

	2014
	Blazing Speed
	12th (6.9)

	2015
	Military Attack
	6th (7)

	2016
	Secret Weapon
	?
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