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	Berry, Tommy
	

	
	Age: 25. Tommy Berry grew up around horses at the Warwick Farm stable of his father Kevin Berry, a former jockey. He and his late twin brother, Nathan Berry, both followed their father into the saddle. Berry began his career in 2007 and was Sydney champion apprentice in the 2009/10 season. He became stable jockey to Gai Waterhouse in April, 2011, alongside Nash Rawiller, and then turned freelance in early 2015. He took up his first short-term contract with the Hong Kong Jockey Club from 28 April, 2013 until that season's end and registered an impressive 22 wins. Berry became the first HKJC licensed rider to win a G1 on the first day of his contract when successful aboard Military Attack in the 2013 AP QEII Cup. In 2014 he became the third rider to notch back-to-back QEII Cup wins as he partnered Designs On Rome to victory. His first G1 win came on Epaulette in the 2012 Golden Rose Stakes. Other notable wins include: Hong Kong Derby (2014 Designs On Rome), Hong Kong Classic Cup (2014 Designs On Rome), Hong Kong Gold Cup (2016 Designs On Rome), Chairman’s Sprint Prize (2016 Chautauqua), T. J. Smith Stakes (2015 & 2016 Chautauqua), Manikato Stakes (2015 Chautauqua), Australian Derby (2016 Tavago), Golden Slipper (2013 Overreach, 2015 Vancouver), Singapore Airlines International Cup (2014 & 2015 Dan Excel). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 53 (win strike rate: 11.86%)
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	Boudot, Pierre-Charles
	

	
	Age: 23. Pierre-Charles Boudot’s father, the late Marc Boudot, was a trainer in central France. He attended the jockeys’ school at Govieux before joining the inimitable Andre Fabre as an apprentice. He notched his first win in April 2009 and had 12 Pattern race successes on the board before clicking a maiden G1 triumph atop Gallante in the 2014 Grand Prix de Paris. He soon followed up as he took a tactical running of the G1 Prix Rothschild on Esoterique. He continued his association with Esoterique in 2015, winning the G1 Prix Jacques le Marois and G1 Sun Chariot Stakes. Boudot landed his first French champion jockey title that same year, riding 179 wins to tie with Christophe Soumillon for the coveted Cravache d’Or. He has already secured the 2016 title, eclipsing Peter Schiergen’s European record of 271 wins in a year (275 as of 22 November). He was licensed to ride in Japan for two months at the end of 2014, based at Ritto with trainer Yasutoshi Ikee, primarily to ride for owner Katsumi Yoshida. Other notable wins include: Prix Jean-Luc Lagardere (2016 National Defense), Criterium de Saint-Cloud (2016 Waldgeist). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 0 (win strike rate: 0%)
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	Bowman, Hugh
	

	
	Age: 35. Hugh Bowman has forged an outstanding career since his debut ride on Naturalised in 1999, including winning many of the major races in the Australian racing calendar. He has won the Sydney Jockeys’ Premiership three times (2008/09, 2011/12, 2014/15) and has won no less than 59 G1 races in his career, 11 of those in the 2015/16 season. He has partnered Australia’s superstar mare Winx in 12 of her 17 career victories and also steered Hong Kong champion Werther to wins in the 2016 editions of the BMW Hong Kong Derby and QEII Cup. Bowman also enjoyed a successful three-month riding contract in Hong Kong at the end of the 2013/14 season, when he notched a highly respectable 13 wins. Other notable wins include: Cox Plate (2015 & 2016 Winx), Doncaster Mile (2016 Winx), George Ryder Stakes (2016 Winx, 2010 Danleigh, 2005 Court In Session), Chipping Norton Stakes (2016 Winx, 2012 & 2013 Shoot Out, 2011 Danleigh), Epsom Handicap (2015 Winx), Australian Derby (2014 Criterion), Darley Classic (2014 Terravista), Queen Elizabeth Stakes (2013 Reliable Man), T. J. Smith Stakes (2006 Red Ogg). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 20 (win strike rate: 9.57%)
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	Callan, Neil
	

	
	Age: 38. Irishman Neil Callan finished runner-up in the UK jockeys’ championship in 2005 (151 wins) and 2007 (170 wins). After a fruitless start as an apprentice in Ireland with Kevin Prendergast he moved to Britain and was named UK champion apprentice in 1999, having forged successful partnerships with trainers Karl Burke, Kevin Ryan and Michael Jarvis. His first short term Hong Kong contract came in the in the 2010/11 season and he has since established a reputation as a tough competitor. His first full Hong Kong season, 2014/15, yielded 47 wins and fifth place in the jockeys’ premiership, while he once again finished fifth in the championship with 40 wins in 2015/16. Notable wins include: QEII Cup (2015 Blazing Speed), Champions & Chater Cup (2014 & 2016 Blazing Speed), Hong Kong Classic Mile (2015 Beauty Only), Middle Park Stakes (2005 Amadeus Wolf, 2013 Astaire), Racing Post Trophy (2005 Palace Episode), Nunthorpe Stakes (2009 Borderlescott), Fillies' Mile (2009 Hibaayeb), Premio Roma (2007 Pressing), Grosser Dallmayr-Preis Bayerisches Zuchtrennen (2009 Pressing). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016):  150 (win strike rate: 7.43%)
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	Chadwick, Matthew
	

	
	Age: 26. A graduate of Hong Kong’s Apprentice Jockeys’ School, Matthew Chadwick went to Australia for his apprentice training and rode a four-timer at Lismore Racecourse at age 17. He was indentured to the Tony Cruz stable upon his return to Hong Kong and was champion apprentice in 2008/09. He earned a full jockey's licence in January, 2010. His first Group race winner was Egyptian Ra in the HKG3 National Day Cup (2009). He is most famous for his partnership with California Memory and became the first homegrown rider to win an HKIR contest when clinching the G1 Hong Kong Cup on the grey in December, 2011, a race the pair also won a year later. In 2012, he won the Silver Saddle for scoring the most points during the Shergar Cup competition at Ascot. Chadwick notched his 250th win in Hong Kong with Majestic Anthem on 26 December 2013 and rode his first Hong Kong four-timer at Sha Tin on 22 June, 2014. HKIR wins (2): Hong Kong Cup (2011 & 2012 California Memory). Other notable wins include: Hong Kong Gold Cup (2011 California Memory), Standard Chartered Champions & Chater Cup (2013 California Memory). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 305 (win strike rate: 8.87%)
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	Clark, Tim
	

	
	Age: 30. Tim Clark began his career in 2003, learning his trade under Leeton mentor Peter Clancy. He shifted his indentures to Sydney trainer John O’Shea and despite giving his rivals a four-month head start, he claimed the 2005/06 champion apprentice title in Sydney. He won his first career G1 with Typhoon Zed in The Galaxy at Royal Randwick in 2008, a race he won again in 2011 on Atomic Force, and to date he has ridden no less than seven G1 winners. His talent saw him join the Hong Kong jockey roster in 2011/12, notching 28 wins that season including a Group race double aboard Jacobee in the HKG3 Ladies’ Purse and Destined For Glory in the G2 Jockey Club Mile. His local highlight came in the 2013 HKG1 Hong Kong Classic Cup, when he steered John Size’s It Has To Be You to a shock victory at 125/1. It was among 31 wins that season, but Clark returned to Sydney in April, 2013 where he has continued to flourish. He currently sits second in both the New South Wales and Sydney championships, while he added another feature win on Takedown in the G1 Winterbottom Stakes on 26 November. Other notable wins include: Doncaster Mile (2011 Sacred Choice), Flight Stakes (2016 Global Glamour), Doomben 10000 (2010 Hot Danish), All-Aged Stakes (2010 Hot Danish). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 59(win strike rate: 6.44%)


	[image: image7.jpg]



	de Sousa, Silvestre
	

	
	Age: 35. One of 10 children, Brazilian ace Silvestre de Sousa first sat on a horse at age 18 and within two years he was champion apprentice in Sao Paulo. He moved to Europe at age 22 and was employed as a work rider for legendary Irish handler Dermot Weld. In 2004, dispirited after two years without a ride in public, De Sousa moved to England and teamed up with North Yorkshire trainer Dandy Nicholls. His first UK win was achieved aboard Sonic Anthem at Southwell on 1 January, 2006. Riding mainly for lesser trainers, often on longshots, he established his reputation on the northern circuit and in 2010 he rode his first century. That attracted the attention of trainer Mark Johnston and that support in turn helped propel him to finish runner-up in the 2011 UK champion jockey race. He was retained by Godolphin from 2012 to 2014, during which time his haul included the G1 Dubai World Cup on African Story. Riding freelance in 2015, he notched 132 wins to claim the UK champion jockey title. De Sousa rode an impressive 16 winners during his first short-term Hong Kong contract in the 2015/16 season and has four on the board so far this winter. Other notable wins include: Juddmonte International Stakes (2015 Arabian Queen), Lockinge Stakes (2013 Farhh), Dubai Duty Free (2013 Sajjhaa), Champion Stakes (2013 Farhh), Al Maktoum Challenge R3 (2013 Hunter’s Light), Premio Roma (2012 Hunter’s Light). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 20 (win strike rate: 11.49%)
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	Demuro, Mirco
	

	
	Age: 37. Italy’s five-time champion jockey Mirco Demuro hails from a family of jockeys. In early 2015, he and Christophe Lemaire became the first overseas riders granted full-time licences to ride under the JRA. Of his 31 career G1 wins, 17 have been achieved in Japan, including this year’s Oka Sho (1,000 Guineas) on Jeweler, the Sprinters Stakes on Red Falx and the Queen Elizabeth II Cup on Queens Ring. Also among those major wins are the 2003 and 2015 editions of the Japanese Derby, the 2008 Japan Cup, the 2010 Arima Kinen, the 2012 Tenno Sho (Autumn) and the 2014 Takamatsunomiya Kinen. In 2014 he added a German Classic to his haul thanks to Feodora in the G1 Preis der Diana. In all, he has won seven Japanese classics and seven Italian classics, as well as further top level races in France and Dubai. Perhaps his most famous victory came atop the Japanese raider Victoire Pisa in the 2011 Dubai World Cup. He notched 12 wins during his first short-term Hong Kong contract in the 2013/14 season, including the HKG1 Stewards’ Cup on Blazing Speed. Other notable wins include: Gran Premio di Milano (2011 Voila Ici), Derby Italiano (2002 Rakti), Premio Presidente della Repubblica (2000 Timbaroa, 2006 & 2007 Distant Way, 2009 Selmis), Satsuki Sho (2004 Daiwa Major, 2013 Logotype, 2015 Duramente), Asahi Hai Futurity Stakes (2010 Grand Prix Boss, 2012 Logotype, 2015 Leontes), Champions Cup (2015 Sambista). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 21 (win strike rate 6.75 %)
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	Doleuze, Olivier
	

	
	Age: 44. Former champion apprentice in France, Olivier Doleuze rode mostly for Criquette Head-Maarek in his homeland where he enjoyed Classic wins on Green Tune and Egyptband. He also won the 2001 SING1 Singapore Airlines KrisFlyer Sprint for the same stable on Iron Mask. He enjoyed his best Hong Kong season in 2006/07 when he rode 67 winners, the highlight being his victory on The Duke in the G1 Hong Kong Mile, a race he won again in 2007 and 2009 on the great Good Ba Ba. He enjoyed a notable year in 2014, guiding Rich Tapestry to wins in Dubai's G3 Mahab Al Shimaal and a historic triumph in the G1 Santa Anita Sprint Championship at Santa Anita, the first victory by a Hong Kong-trained horse on American soil. From June, 2015, Doleuze was sidelined with a shoulder problem that required surgery and after six months out he rode a two-month stint in Macau to prove his fitness before returning to Hong Kong action in March, 2016. HKIR wins (3): Hong Kong Mile (2006 The Duke, 2007 & 2009 Good Ba Ba). Other notable wins include: Champions Mile (2008 Good Ba Ba), Stewards' Cup (2008 Good Ba Ba), Queen's Silver Jubilee Cup (2008 Good Ba Ba), Chairman's Sprint Prize (2011 Dim Sum), Hong Kong Classic Cup (2012 Zaidan), Centenary Sprint Cup (2012 & 2013 Eagle Regiment), SIA Cup (2012 Chinchon), Prix de la Foret (2002 Dedication), Prix de l'Abbaye (1996 Kistena). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 539 (win strike rate: 9.12%)
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	Fukunaga, Yuichi
	

	
	Age: 40. Former Rookie of the Year Yuichi Fukunaga, whose father was the famous jockey Yoichi Fukunaga, has 1931 Japanese career wins (as of 21 November 2016) and has twice been Japan’s champion jockey in 2011 and 2013. He first made his mark at the top level with victory in the 1999 Oka Sho (1,000 Guineas) atop Primo Ordine. His five overseas G1 triumphs include the 2014 Dubai Duty Free on Just A Way, the 2005 American Oaks on his Yushun Himba heroine Cesario and Eishin Preston’s wins in the Hong Kong Mile (2001) and QEII Cup (2002 & 2003). Fukunaga has no less than 24 G1 wins to his name. Further G1 wins in his homeland include the Tenno Sho (Autumn), Yasuda Kinen and Kikuka Sho, while he has been associated with horses like Cesario's G1-winning son Epiphaneia and Lord Kanaloa. In 2014 he won the LONGINES International Jockeys’ Championship at Happy Valley. Other notable wins include: Takamatsunomiya Kinen (2004 Sunningdale, 2016 Big Arthur), Asahi Hai Futurity Stakes (2002 Eishin Champ, 2005 Fusaichi Richard), Shuka Sho (2016 Vivlos). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 5 (win strike rate: 20%)
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	Guyon, Maxime
	

	
	Age: 27. Maxime Guyon rode on the pony circuit in France and attended Le Moulin a Vent jockey school in Gouvieux, after which he started his career with Andre Fabre in 2005. Fabre once said he believed his protege had the innate talent to become one of the best jockeys of all time. After gaining his senior licence in January, 2008, Guyon's career blossomed quickly and he achieved his first G1 win on Cavalryman in the 2009 Grand Prix de Paris. His haul of well over 1000 wins includes no less than 31 at G1 level, among them four European classics. He enjoyed a good first stint in Hong Kong during the 2010/11 season when he successfully partnered Horse of the Year Ambitious Dragon. HKIR wins (1): Hong Kong Vase (2014 Flintshire) Other notable wins include: Hong Kong Derby (2011 Ambitious Dragon), Hong Kong Classic Cup (2011 Ambitious Dragon), Dubai Turf (2015 Solow), Prix du Jockey Club (2010 Lope de Vega), Poule d’Essai des Poulains (2010 Lope De Vega), Prix de Diane (2011 Golden Lilac), Prix Vermeille (2014 Baltic Baroness, 2016 Left Hand), Prince Of Wales’s Stakes (2010 Byword), Queen Anne Stakes (2015 Solow), Sussex Stakes (2015 Solow), Queen Elizabeth II Stakes (2015 Solow), Grand Prix de Saint-Cloud (2016 Silverwave). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 28 (win strike rate: 6.9%)
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	Ho, Vincent
	

	
	Age: 26. HKJC Apprentice Jockeys’ School graduate Vincent Ho racked up 44 wins as a young rider in New Zealand under the tutelage of leading trainer Lance O'Sullivan. He made an impressive start to his Hong Kong career with 10 wins in his first season in 2009/10, including a trio of wins he achieved on only his fourth race day in Hong Kong. He sealed the 2010/11 champion apprentice title with 39 wins. Ho reached the graduation benchmark on 1 October, 2012, by claiming his 70th win in Hong Kong on board Castle Hero. He notched 33 wins in 2014/15 to be the season’s leading homegrown rider, including the HKG3 National Day Cup on Bundle Of Joy. Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 174 (win strike rate: 6.32%)
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	Iwata, Yasunari
	

	
	Age: 40. Yasunari Iwata made a hugely successful transition from the regional NAR circuit to the major league of the JRA in Japan in 2006. He has already ridden more than 1,300 winners to date, taking his career total wins to over 4,300. He also won the World Super Jockeys Series as a NAR jockey in 2005 and was crowned JRA Champion Jockey twice, in 2011 and 2012. An established big-race rider in his homeland these days, he has won all Japanese classic races at least once and has no less than 33 G1/JPNG1 victories, including the Japan Cup three times on Admire Moon (2007), Buena Vista (2011) and Gentildonna (2012). He was the first NAR rider to win a classic when steering Delta Blues to victory in the G1 Kikuka Sho (Japanese St Leger) in 2004, and two years later created history on the same horse when Delta Blues became the first Japanese horse to win the G1 Melbourne Cup. He scored back-to-back wins in the Hong Kong Sprint with former Japanese Horse of the Year Lord Kanaloa. HKIR wins (2): Hong Kong Sprint (2012 & 2013 Lord Kanaloa). Other notable wins: Yasuda Kinen (2008 Vodka, 2013 Lord Kanaloa), Sprinters Stakes (2012 & 2013 Lord Kanaloa), Takarazuka Kinen (2007 Admire Moon), Tenno Sho Spring (2008 Admire Jupiter), Shuka Sho (2008 Black Emblem, 2011 Aventura, 2012 Gentildonna), Satsuki Sho (2009 Unrivaled, 2010 Victoire Pisa), Tokyo Yushun (2012 Deep Brillante). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 2 (win strike rate: 10.53%)
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	Kawada, Yuga
	

	
	Age: 31. Yuga Kawada’s great-grandfather was a jockey and his grandfather and father are both horse trainers, all plying their trade in the regional NAR racing circuit.  The rider gained his JRA jockey license in 2004 and has amassed more than 1000 winners. He has no less than eight G1 wins, and he is just one of eight riders in JRA history to have won all five classic races – the Satsuki Sho (2000 Guineas) on Captain Thule in 2008, the Oka Sho (1000 Guineas) on Harp Star in 2014, the Tokyo Yushun (Derby) on Makahiki in 2016, the Yushun Himba (Oaks) on Gentildonna in 2012 and the Kikuka Sho (St Leger) on Big Week in 2010. He has also been associated with horses like Maurice and Lovely Day. Kawada is a two-time JRA Award winner for the jockey with the highest winning percentage, achieving the feat in 2013 and 2014. Other notable wins: Takarazuka Kinen (2015 Lovely Day), Yasuda Kinen (2015 Maurice), Queen Elizabeth II Cup (2014 Lachesis). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 0 (win strike rate: 0%)
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	Lane, Damian
	

	
	Age: 22. Prodigious talent Damian Lane was apprenticed to his father Michael in 2009 and had his first race ride at age 16, notching more than 100 wins in Western Australia. He then transferred his indentures to the Melbourne-based training partnership of Matthew Ellerton and Simon Zahra during the 2010/2011 racing season, graduating to the senior riding ranks during the 2012/2013 racing season. His first Group win came at Flemington on Se Sauver in the 2013 G2 Edward Manifold Stakes, while his maiden G1 victory came atop Trust In A Gust in the 2014 Sir Rupert Clarke Stakes. He achieved his 500th career win on the eve of his 21st birthday in February, 2015. Lane undertook a short-term contract in Hong Kong at the end of the 2014/15 season for five wins, while he added a sixth on a one-day contract in April, 2016. His second G1 win came on Flamberge in the Oakleigh Plate in February. Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 6 (win strike rate: 3.87%)
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	Lee, Graham
	

	
	Age: 40. Irish-born rider Graham Lee has reached the pinnacle of the sport, both on the flat and over jumps. Lee rode in pony races in his youth and began his career with Noel Meade, before soon moving to Dessie McDonogh. His first winner came on Blushing Pearl in a handicap hurdle at Navan in November 1992. He crossed the Irish Sea in 1993 at age 17 to join Mary Reveley’s powerful jumps stable, but broke his leg in a fall in 1996 and decided to try his luck on the flat – a short-lived venture. Back over jumps, he reached his career peak when partnering the Ginger McCain-trained Amberleigh House to victory in the 2004 Grand National. He also rode five winners at the Cheltenham Festival, including the 2005 World Hurdle on Inglis Drever. In 2012, Lee made his second switch to the flat, a lucrative move as he rode 108 winners that season. His first G1 win came at Royal Ascot in 2015 with his victory on Trip To Paris in the Gold Cup. Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 0 (win strike rate: 0%)
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	Lemaire, Christophe
	

	
	Age: 37. Christophe Lemaire leapt to prominence in 2004 thanks to his partnership with the brilliant French champion filly Divine Proportions and two years later he rode the crack mare Pride to win the G1 Champion Stakes and G1 Hong Kong Cup.  2011 brought a Melbourne Cup triumph on Dunaden and in 2012 Flotilla carried him to Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies’ Turf success. He had a stellar year all round in 2012 with six G1 wins and banked another major in 2013 with Flotilla’s G1 Poule d’Essais des Pouliches. That took him to 10 European Classics atop such stars as Makfi and Stacelita. His enviable global record ranks him as one of the world’s very best jockeys, with no less than 46 G1 wins all over the planet. He partnered Japan’s Heart’s Cry to win the Arima Kinen and the Dubai Sheema Classic, and star mare Vodka to win the Japan Cup. In early 2015 he and Mirco Demuro became the first overseas riders to be granted full-time jockey licences in Japan. In November 2016, he equalled the record of Yutaka Take for most wins at a single Japanese meeting with eight victories. HKIR wins (1): Hong Kong Cup (2006 Pride). Other notable wins include: English 2,000 Guineas (2010 Makfi), Queen Elizabeth II Stakes (2005 Starcraft), Kikuka Sho (2016 Satono Diamond), NHK Mile Cup (2016 Major Emblem), Japan Cup Dirt (2008 Kane Hekili, 2013 Belshazzar), Secretariat Stakes (2013 Bayrir). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 5 (win strike rate: 13.16%)
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	Leung, Derek
	

	
	Age: 28. A product of Hong Kong’s Apprentice Jockeys’ School, Derek Leung cut his teeth as a young rider in New Zealand under the tutelage of trainer Lance O’Sullivan. He was assigned as apprentice jockey to Paul O’Sullivan’s stable upon his return to Hong Kong. Leung was involved in a four-way battle for the 2009/10 Hong Kong apprentice jockeys' championship but came up five wins short of eventual champion Keith Yeung, although he did win a first stakes race in the HKG3 Premier Bowl on Inspiration. In 2010, he defeated some of the best apprentices in Asia to win the Asian Young Guns Challenge at Kranji. He reached the graduation benchmark after claiming his 70th win on board Star Of Fame on 1 June, 2011. In the 2015/16 season, Leung reached a personal best 33 wins for the campaign, including the HKG3 January Cup on Flame Hero. Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 201 (win strike rate: 5.32%)


	[image: image19.jpg]



	Melham, Ben
	

	
	Age: 28. Ben Melham had the perfect start to his career as he was apprenticed to two of Australia’s best trainers in Darren Weir and Lee Freedman. Beginning his career in 2003, he was named Victoria’s leading apprentice in 2005/06, and in the decade since he has established himself as one of Melbourne’s top senior riders. He brought up his first G1 win in style, guiding champion sprinter Black Caviar to her first top-level success in the 2010 Patinack Farm Classic at Flemington. He has since ridden another 11 G1 winners, his most recent coming in the same race – now the Darley Classic – on Malaguerra in November 2016. He partnered Peter Moody’s top colt Dissident to three victories at the highest level. Other notable wins include: Mackinnon Stakes (2015 Gailo Chop), Manikato Stakes (2016 Rebel Dane), South Australian Derby (2011 Shadows In The Sun, 2013 Escado) and The Goodwood (2013 Platelet, 2014 Smokin' Joey). Hong Kong debut.
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	Moore, Ryan
	

	
	Age: 34. Ryan Moore has been the outstanding international rider in recent years and he was the first winner of the LONGINES World’s Best Jockey Award as a result of a remarkable 15 G1 wins in 2014. Moore hails from a racing family - his grandfather Charlie Moore was a trainer, his father Gary is a trainer, his mother Jayne was an amateur rider, his brothers Jamie and Josh are talented jump jockeys and his sister Hayley is an accomplished amateur rider. His first win came for his father on Mersey Beat over hurdles at Towcester in May, 2000. He soon switched to flat racing and his first professional win came on Marwell’s Kiss at Lingfield in January, 2002, winning the UK champion apprentice title a year later. Moore notched a first G1 aboard Notnowcato in the 2006 Juddmonte International Stakes at York and he has since taken his G1-winning tally to 87 while winning three UK champion jockey titles in 2006, 2008 and 2009. He undertook a successful short contract in Hong Kong in early 2016 during which time his 14 wins included the HKG1 Hong Kong Classic Mile and HKG1 Hong Kong Classic Cup on Sun Jewellery. HKIR wins (3): Hong Kong Cup (2010 Snow Fairy), Hong Kong Mile (2015 Maurice), Hong Kong Vase (2015 Highland Reel). Other notable wins include: Hong Kong Mile (2015 Maurice), Hong Kong Vase (2015 Highland Reel), Hong Kong Cup (2010 Snow Fairy), AP QEII Cup (2009 Presvis), English Derby (2010 Workforce, 2013 Ruler Of The World), English Oaks (2010 Snow Fairy, 2016 Minding), Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe (2010 Workforce), Prix du Jockey Club (2014 The Grey Gatsby), King George VI & Queen Elizabeth Stakes (2009 Conduit), Breeders’ Cup Turf (2008 & 2009 Conduit, 2013 Magician, 2015 Found), Irish Champion Stakes (2014 The Grey Gatsby), Japan Cup (2013 Gentildonna), QEII Commemorative Cup (2010 & 2011 Snow Fairy), Dubai Sheema Classic (2014 Gentildonna), Dubai Turf (2011 Presvis, 2016 Real Steel), Melbourne Cup (2014 Protectionist), Cox Plate (2014 Adelaide). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016):  25 (win strike rate: 13.02%)
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	Moreira, Joao
	

	
	Age: 33. Brazilian sensation Joao Moreira, known as “Magic Man”, notched more than 1000 wins in South America. He relocated to Singapore in 2009 and after finishing third in the premiership in that first season he proceeded to dominate the Singapore circuit for four years. He moved to Hong Kong in October, 2013 and finished runner-up in the title race that term with 97 wins before clinching a first championship in a record smashing 2014/15 campaign that yielded an all-time high 145 wins - he demolished that record in 2015/16 with 168 wins, 88 clear of Zac Purton in second place. Moreira has also ridden in Australia, Britain, France, USA, Germany, Japan, Macau, Sweden and the UAE. HKIR wins (3): Hong Kong Mile (2014 Able Friend), Hong Kong Cup (2014 Designs On Rome), Hong Kong Sprint (2015 Peniaphobia). Other notable wins include: Champions Mile (2015 Able Friend, 2016 Maurice), Centenary Sprint Cup (2014 Amber Sky), Hong Kong Gold Cup (2014 Military Attack, 2015 Designs On Rome), Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (2015 Able Friend), Stewards’ Cup (2015 Able Friend), Hong Kong Classic Mile (2014 Able Friend), Newmarket Handicap (2015 Brazen Beau), Al Quoz Sprint (2014 Amber Sky), Coolmore Stud Stakes (2014 Brazen Beau), Dubai Golden Shaheen (2014 Sterling City), Lion City Cup (2013 Super Easy), Gran Premio Nacional (2006 Eu Tambem), Grande Premio Diana (2008 Bubbly Jane), Grande Premio Henrique de Toledo Lara (2008 Bubbly Jane). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016):  455 (win strike rate: 23.42%)
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	Mosse, Gerald
	

	
	Age: 49. Frenchman Gerald Mosse’s distinguished career began in 1983 and in his early days he was associated with Patrick Biancone and Francois Boutin. He famously partnered the latter’s sensational juvenile, Arazi, through the summer of 1992. Mosse has ridden more than 50 G1 wins in Europe alone, while he has ridden no less than 65 G1 winners around the world, and he was the Aga Khan’s principal rider from 1993 to 2001. His career highlight remains his Arc triumph on Saumarez in 1990 although in 2010 he became the first French rider to win the Melbourne Cup, on board Americain. He has also won all the French classics and all classic races in Hong Kong. He was retained jockey to the Manfred Man stable during the 2015/16 Hong Kong season. HKIR Wins (8): Hong Kong Cup (1991 River Verdon, 1999 Jim And Tonic), Hong Kong Mile (1998 Jim And Tonic, 2011 Beauty Flash), Hong Kong Sprint (2002 All Thrills Too, 2007 Sacred Kingdom), Hong Kong Vase (2009 Daryakana, 2012 Red Cadeaux) Other notable wins include: Hong Kong Derby (1994 Super Fit, 2001 Industrial Pioneer, 2003 Elegant Fashion), QEII Cup (1999 Jim And Tonic), Champions Mile (2005 Bullish Luck), Prix du Jockey Club (1994 Celtic Arms, 1996 Ragmar, 2011 Reliable Man), Prix de Diane (1988 Resless Kara, 1993 Shemaka, 1997 Vereva, 1998 Zainta, 1999 Daryaba), Poule d’Essai des Poulains (1996 Ashkalani, 1997 Daylami, 1999 Sendawar), Poule d’Essai des Pouliches (1998 Zalaiyka), King’s Stand Stakes (2000 Nuclear Debate). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 658 (win strike rate: 10.27%)
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	Myers, Rosie
	

	
	Age: 29. With a strong racing background, Rosie Myers grew up around horses and had competed as an amateur rider, but did not make the decision to become a professional jockey until she had completed a university degree in 2008. Beginning her apprenticeship with Awapuni trainer Mike Breslin, her first win came on the trainer’s Tai Chi Queen in April, 2009. She has since ridden more than 450 winners, including four G1 victories. Her first win at the highest level came with Midnight Oil in the 2011 G1 New Zealand Oaks. Myers brought up a first stakes win abroad when Benzini won the G2 Brisbane Cup in June. Other notable wins: Thorndon Mile (2012 Say No More, 2013 Historian), NZ Thoroughbred Breeders’ Stakes (2012 Say No More). Hong Kong debut.
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	O'Brien, Donnacha
	

	
	Age: 18. Donnacha O’Brien is a blueblood in every sense of the word as the son of top Irish trainer Aidan and brother to former top rider and now handler Joseph. Beginning his riding career in 2014, his first win came at Dundalk in September of that year on Quartz, trained by his father. A month later, he took out the Irish Cesarewitch on El Salvador. This year has seen the young jockey go to new heights, winning his first Group race on Order Of St George in the G3 Irish St Leger Trial before breaking his G1 maiden on Intricately in the Moyglare Stud Stakes, the first G1 winner for his brother Joseph as a trainer too. He has ridden no less than 85 winners, and with 48 so far this Irish season, he is well clear in the race to be named Ireland’s champion apprentice for 2016. Hong Kong debut.
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	Pasquier, Stephane
	

	
	Age: 38. Stephane Pasquier started as an apprentice with Robert Collet, winning on his second ride for the trainer at Amiens in September, 1995. He became second jockey to the Wildenstein family in July 2004 and won his first G1 in the famous silks atop Westerner in the Prix Royal-Oak that October. He was appointed Wildenstein first jockey in 2005. In 2007 he was contracted to ride for Khalid Abdullah and won his first French champion jockey title that year. He also partnered the outstanding Manduro (owned by Baron von Ullmann) to a sequence of five major wins in 2007 that included the Prix d’Ispahan, Prince of Wales’s Stakes and Prix Jacques le Marois. In 2010 he became the retained rider for the Niarchos Family and in recent seasons he has enjoyed G1 successes in those silks atop Maxios (2013 Prix d’Ispahan and Prix du Moulin), Karakontie (2013 Prix Jean-Luc Lagardere, 2014 Poule d’Essai des Poulains and Breeders’ Cup Mile), and Erupt (2015 Grand Prix de Paris, 2016 Canadian International). His 25 G1 wins also include Rail Link’s Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe in 2006. Other notable wins include: Prix Maurice de Gheest (2016 Signs Of Blessing), Grand Prix de Paris (2007 Zambezi Sun), Poule d’Essai des Poulains (2012 Lucayan), Poule d’Essai des Pouliches (2010 Special Duty), Prix de la Foret (2007 Toylsome, 2009 Varenar), 1,000 Guineas (2010 Special Duty), Sprint Cup (2008 African Rose). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 1 (win strike rate: 25%)
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	Prebble, Brett
	

	
	Age: 39. Brett Prebble left Australia for Hong Kong in 2002 with two Melbourne premierships already to his name. He quickly made his mark and collected a first major win at Sha Tin aboard Precision in the 2003 Champions & Chater Cup. He has since partnered to victory Hong Kong stars such as Bullish Luck, Sacred Kingdom, Cape Of Good Hope and Lucky Nine. His past tussles with Douglas Whyte for the jockeys’ championship are legendary, although he has not yet lifted the crown. Prebble was runner-up six times to his rival, his 2009/10 battle with Whyte especially epic as he lost out by one, the final score being 100-99. He set the Hong Kong record of most wins in a day with his six-timer at Happy Valley on 20 June, 2010, a feat since matched by Whyte (April, 2013) and Joao Moreira (March, 2015 & December, 2015). His career highlight is Green Moon’s win in the 2012 Melbourne Cup. HKIR wins (3): Hong Kong Sprint (2006 Absolute Champion, 2009 Sacred Kingdom, 2011 Lucky Nine). Other notable wins include: Champions Mile (2006 Bullish Luck, 2009 Sight Winner), Hong Kong Derby (2007 Vital King), Chairman’s Sprint Prize (2007 Absolute Champion, 2009 Sacred Kingdom, 2013 & 2014 Lucky Nine), Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (2012 Lucky Nine, 2016 Contentment), Centenary Sprint Cup (2008 Absolute Champion, 2010 & 2011 Sacred Kingdom), Golden Slipper (2010 Crystal Lily), Australian Guineas (2015 Wandjina), Yasuda Kinen (2006 Bullish Luck), KrisFlyer International Sprint (2009 Sacred Kingdom, 2013 & 2014 Lucky Nine), Australia Stakes (2005 Cape Of Good Hope). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 766 (win strike rate: 12.55%)
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	Purton, Zac
	

	
	Age: 33. Zac Purton ended Douglas Whyte's 13-season dominance when claiming his first and, so far, only Hong Kong jockeys' championship in 2013/14 with 112 wins. He raced to the then fastest ever 50 in Hong Kong history that season and became the second rider, after Whyte, to notch 100 wins in a season. He had finished runner-up in 2011/12 and 2012/13, fading late on when troubled with ill health after leading for much of the latter campaign. Purton lost his title when second to Joao Moreira in 2014/15 with 95 wins and was runner-up again in 2015/16 with 80 wins, 88 behind Moreira and 33 clear of third place. He started his career in Brisbane where he was an apprentice sensation, winning the champion jockey title while still a claimer, and then moved on to Sydney where he was twice second in the premiership behind perennial champion Darren Beadman. His first G1 win came on Excites in the 2006 Sires Produce Stakes. Purton moved to Hong Kong in September, 2007. HKIR wins (3): Hong Kong Mile (2012 Ambitious Dragon), Hong Kong Sprint (2014 Aerovelocity), Hong Kong Vase (2013 Dominant). Other notable wins include: Stewards’ Cup (2010 Fellowship), Hong Kong Gold Cup (2013 Military Attack), Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (2013 Ambitious Dragon), Hong Kong Derby (2015 Luger), Centenary Sprint Cup (2016 Aerovelocity), King's Stand Stakes (2012 Little Bridge), Singapore Airlines International Cup (2013 Military Attack), Caulfield Cup (2014 Admire Rakti), Doncaster Mile (2014 Sacred Falls), Takamatsunomiya Kinen (2015 Aerovelocity), KrisFlyer International Sprint (2015 Aerovelocity), ATC Sires’ Produce Stakes (2006 Excites, 2016 Yankee Rose), J. J. Atkins (2016 Sacred Elixir). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 637 (win strike rate: 13.27%)
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	Soumillon, Christophe
	

	
	Age: 35. Belgian ace Christophe Soumillon is a son of jump jockey Jean-Marc Soumillon. He was apprenticed to Cedric Boutin at Chantilly and rode his first winner in November, 1997. He was champion apprentice in 1999. His outstanding talent in the saddle has brought him around 2,500 wins and eight champion jockey titles in France (2003, 2005, 2006, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015, the last shared with Pierre-Charles Boudot). Now enjoying a second spell as the Aga Khan’s number one jockey, some of his greatest moments have been in the famous green and red silks, notably two Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe wins on Dalakhani and the brilliant filly Zarkava. He has won no less than 84 G1 races across Europe, Japan, Hong Kong, Dubai, Canada and the USA. Soumillon had a notable association with Cirrus Des Aigles on whom he has won five G1 races. This season, he partnered Almanzor to wins in the Irish Champion Stakes and the Champion Stakes. HKIR wins (1): Hong Kong Mile (2008 Good Ba Ba). Other notable wins include: Hong Kong Derby (2006 Viva Pataca), Stewards’ Cup (2016 Giant Treasure), Hong Kong Gold Cup (2005 Perfect Partner), Chairman’s Sprint Prize (2015 Gold-Fun), Hong Kong Classic Mile (2009 Thumbs Up, 2010 Beauty Flash), King George VI & Queen Elizabeth Stakes (2006 Hurricane Run), Breeders’ Cup Turf (2005 Shirocco), Dubai Sheema Classic (2015 Dolniya), Dubai Duty Free (2002 Terre A Terre), Japan Cup (2014 Epiphaneia), Prix du Jockey Club (2001 Anabaa Blue, 2003 Dalakhani, 2006 Darsi). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 109 (win strike rate: 13.42%)
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	Take, Yutaka
	

	
	Age: 47. Take is the son of famed jockey Kunihito Take and is a living legend in Japan, with over 4000 wins in his homeland and overseas. He has been champion jockey in Japan 16 times and was the first jockey to ride eight winners in a day in Japan, a feat achieved in December 2002. He became the first Japanese jockey to win a G1 race in Europe when Ski Paradise captured the 1994 Prix du Moulin. In 2000 he spent time riding in the US and in 2001 he was based with trainer John Hammond in France. His list of big race wins in Japan is extensive and includes four G1 Japan Cups with Special Week (1999), Deep Impact (2006), Rose Kingdom (2010) and Kitasan Black (2016). His overseas achievements include the Prix Maurice de Gheest on Seeking The Pearl (1998), the July Cup on Agnes World (2000), the Hong Kong Vase and the Dubai Sheema Classic on Stay Gold (2001), the Prix de l’Abbaye on Imperial Beauty (2001) and the Dubai Duty Free on Admire Moon (2007). He has no less than 106 career G1 wins and in winning the G3 Sirius Stakes in October, 2015 he became the first rider to win 300 JRA Graded races in Japan. In 2015 his G1 wins comprised Copano Rickey in the February Stakes and a brilliant all-the-way win on A Shin Hikari in the Hong Kong Cup, while earlier this year he partnered A Shin Hikari to a breathtaking win in the Prix d’Ispahan at Chantilly. He also rode Lani to victory in the UAE Derby, as well as in the US where the grey colt became the first Japanese horse to run in all three legs of the Triple Crown. HKIR wins (2): Hong Kong Vase (2001 Stay Gold), Hong Kong Cup (2015 A Shin Hikari). Other notable wins include: Tokyo Yushun (1998 Special Week, 1999 Admire Vega, 2002 Tanino Gimlet, 2005 Deep Impact, 2013 Kizuna), Satsuki Sho (2000 Air Shakur, 2005 Deep Impact), Tenno Sho Autumn (1997 Air Groove, 1999 Special Week, 2007 Meisho Samson, 2008 Vodka), Tenno Sho Spring (1999 Special Week, 2006 Deep Impact, 2016 Kitasan Black). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 4 (win strike rate: 10.0%)
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	Teetan, Karis
	

	
	Age: 26. Mauritian rider Karis Teetan was well ensconced in the top 10 of the South African Jockeys' Championship when he left for Hong Kong in August, 2013. After entering the South African National Jockey Academy at the age of 14, Teetan went on to be crowned champion South African apprentice in 2008. He graduated in 2009 with 147 wins to his credit and passed the 100-win mark in every season as a senior jockey in South Africa. He has recorded five Group 1 wins, with his inaugural success at the top level being in his native Mauritius on 24 November, 2008, aboard Halo Hunter. Teetan represented South Africa in the 2012 International Jockeys' Invitational in Seoul, Korea and in the 2008 Macau Apprentice Jockeys Invitation Races. He notched an impressive 50 wins in his first Hong Kong season, finishing equal-third in his third season in 2015/16. He has started the 2016/17 season with international wins on Super Jockey in the Korea Sprint and Lim’s Cruiser in the EW Barker Trophy in Singapore. Other notable wins include: Hong Kong Classic Cup (2015 Thunder Fantasy), Sha Tin Trophy (2016 Designs On Rome), Chairman’s Trophy (2014 Able Friend), Premier Bowl (2015 Able Friend), Sa Sa Ladies’ Purse (2016 Horse Of Fortune), Queen Mother Memorial Cup (2014 Bubble Chic), Premier Plate (2014 Bubble Chic), Hong Kong Macau Trophy (2014 Super Lifeline), Cape Derby (2012 Jackson), Daily News 2000 (2012 Jackson), Paddock Stakes (2012 Thunder Dance), Castle Tankard (2011 Grisham). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 134 (win strike rate: 7.29%)
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	Tosaki, Keita
	

	
	Age: 36. A civil servant’s son, Tosaki was an active participant in baseball during his school years and dreamt of being a professional baseball player.  His small stature led him instead to a career as a jockey and he was admitted to the NAR’s Jockey Training School. His debut on the regional NAR circuit came in April 1998 and he went on to be the leading NAR rider on four occasions - in 2009 he notched 408 wins. He transferred to the JRA circuit when he received his JRA riding license in 2013 and made an immediate impact, winning the JRA champion jockey title in 2014 and again in 2015. His tally of no less than 12 G1/JPNG1s in his career includes Straight Girl’s second successive triumph in the Victoria Mile this year. Another career highlight came with four JPNG1 successes aboard NAR runner Furioso, in the Teio Sho (2008, 2010), Kawasaki Kinen (2011) and Kashiwa Kinen (2011). He has more than 2,500 career wins, including more than 630 JRA wins. Other notable wins: Arima Kinen (2014 Gentildonna), Yasuda Kinen (2011 Real Impact), Sprinters Stakes (2015 Straight Girl). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 1 (win strike rate: 16.67%)
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	Vorster, Barend
	

	
	Age: 40. South African-born lightweight rider Barend Vorster began his career in 1993, having come through the South African Jockey Academy. He made his Singapore debut in 2003, initially riding on just a two-day contract before making the switch full-time in 2004. It was an immediate success as Vorster won the 2004 jockeys’ championship in the Lion City, and he has continued to be a mainstay in the top 10 riders in the premiership. With 704 wins in Singapore (as at 21 November, 2016), Vorster is the third most successful jockey ever at Kranji, behind Saimee Jumaat (776) and Joao Moreira (724). Vorster is most renowned for his association with the Patrick Shaw yard and partnered champion sprinter Rocket Man to seven of his 20 victories. As of 21 November, 2016, the jockey has ridden 44 winners this season in Singapore. Other notable wins: KrisFlyer International Sprint (2012 Ato). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 0 (win strike rate: 0%)




	[image: image33.jpg]



	Whyte, Douglas
	

	
	Age: 44. Douglas Whyte was born in Durban, South Africa, hence his nickname “The Durban Demon”. He was champion jockey in Hong Kong for 13 consecutive seasons, losing his title to Zac Purton in 2013/14. Whyte first sat on a horse at age two and developed his skills riding in the countryside with his late father, himself a former jockey. After emerging from the South African Jockey Academy it was not long before Whyte looked to opportunities overseas. In 1996 he rode weekends in Singapore and Malaysia and undertook a short contract in Hong Kong at the start of the 1996/97 season, which yielded 26 wins, including a breakthrough QEII Cup win on South African champion London News. He returned for the 1997/98 season and made Hong Kong his home. He is the only jockey ever to reach 1,000 wins in Hong Kong, and his tally of 114 wins in 2005/06 stood as a record until Joao Moreira surpassed it in 2014/15. HKIR wins (3): Hong Kong International Vase (1998 Indigenous), Hong Kong Cup (2013 Akeed Mofeed), Hong Kong Mile (2013 Glorious Days). Other notable wins include: QEII Cup (1998 Oriental Express, 2011 Ambitious Dragon), Hong Kong Derby (2010 Super Satin, 2012 Fay Fay, 2013 Akeed Mofeed), Stewards’ Cup (2007 Armada, 2012 Ambitious Dragon, 2013 Glorious Days), Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (1998 Billion Win, 2014 Gold-Fun), Hong Kong Gold Cup (1999 Indigenous, 2012 Ambitious Dragon), Champions & Chater Cup (2002 Cheers Hong Kong, 2008 Packing Winner, 2015 Helene Super Star), Queen’s Plate (1997 London News), J & B Met (1997 London News), Kingston Town Classic (2014 Moriarty), Railway Stakes (2016 Scales Of Justice). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 1,737 (win strike rate: 15.4%)
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	Yeung, Keith
	

	
	Age: 28. Hong Kong Apprentice Jockeys’ School graduate Keith Yeung undertook his overseas placement in Australia, the later portion with trainer Leon Wells in Tasmania. He had his first race ride on 3 June, 2007 and returned to Hong Kong for the 2008/09 Hong Kong season with 11 Australian wins under his belt from 130 rides.  Indentured to Sha Tin trainer Almond Lee, Yeung showed great form in 2009/10 to become Hong Kong's champion apprentice. He reached the graduation benchmark after claiming his 70th win in Hong Kong with Nicku on 17 December 2011. Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 193 (win strike rate: 5.97%)
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