2016 IJC profiles (Update)
Mickael Barzalona

Age: 25. Background: Born in Avignon, France, a grandson of Corsican trainer Christian Barzalona and nephew of former Flat and Jumps jockey Armand Barzalona. He graduated from the Jockeys’ School in Govieux and began his career with France’s standout trainer, Andre Fabre. A precocious sensation, he enjoyed a stunning Dubai Carnival in 2011, at age 19, winning major races for the Godolphin operation, and that momentum took him to a famous English Derby win that June aboard Pour Moi. The rider headed to Hong Kong that winter, notching one winner from 42 rides during his brief stint. With that experience behind him, Barzalona returned to Dubai for the 2012 carnival and capped that with victory in the G1 Dubai World Cup aboard Monterosso. Second rider to the Wertheimer Family at the time, he relinquished that role to ride for Godolphin and relocated to England in the spring of 2012. He returned to France in June, 2014 as Godolphin’s number one rider there. He has also ridden in Japan where he has enjoyed Pattern race successes. He has more than 600 career wins to date, nine at G1 level.

IJC record: debut.

Hugh Bowman

Age: 36. Background: Bowman boasts an outstanding career record with more than 2,000 wins since his debut ride on Naturalised in 1999, including many of the major races in the Australian racing calendar. He has been champion jockey in Sydney three times. He has been the most prolific G1-winning jockey in Australia for each of the past two seasons. His top level wins include eight aboard the champion mare Winx, notably back-to-back Cox Plate victories; this year’s AP QEII Cup atop Werther, on whom he also won the BMW Hong Kong Derby; the 2010, 2011 and 2013 renewals of the Victoria Derby on Lion Tamer, Sangster and Polanski respectively; and the 2014 Australian Derby on Criterion. This season he has already notched five top-level wins. Bowman is well-known to Hong Kong racing fans. 

Notable honours include: 3x Sydney Champion Jockey (2008/09, 2011/12, 2014/15)
IJC record: 2015 - 10th (DH); 2009 - 7th.

Mirco Demuro

Age: 37. Background: Italy’s five-time champion jockey hails from a family of jockeys. In early 2015, he and Christophe Lemaire became the first overseas riders granted full-time licences to ride under the JRA. Of his 31 career G1 wins, 18 have been achieved in Japan, including this year’s Oka Sho (1,000 Guineas) on Jeweler, the Sprinters Stakes on Red Falx and the Queen Elizabeth II Cup on Queen’s Ring. Also among those major wins are the 2003 and 2015 editions of the Japanese Derby, the 2008 Japan Cup, the 2010 Arima Kinen, the 2012 Tenno Sho (Autumn) and the 2014 Takamatsunomiya Kinen. In 2014 he added a German Classic to his haul thanks to Feodora in the G1 Preis der Diana. In all, he has won seven Japanese classics and seven Italian classics, as well as further top level races in France and Dubai. Perhaps his most famous victory came atop the Japanese raider Victoire Pisa in the 2011 Dubai World Cup. He notched 12 wins during his first short-term Hong Kong contract in the 2013/14 season, including the HKG1 Stewards’ Cup on Blazing Speed.

Notable honours: 5x Italy’s Champion Jockey

IJC record: 2013 - 4th; 2004 - 8th; 2002 - 7th.
Florent Geroux

Age: 30. Background: US-based French rider Florent Geroux enjoyed a breakthrough success at the top level aboard 20/1 shot Work All Week in the 2014 G1 Breeders’ Cup Sprint. He followed up in 2015 with a further five G1 wins, among them the Arlington Million (The Pizza Man), Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint (Mongolian Saturday) and Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies’ Turf (Catch A Glimpse). This year he has registered a further nine G1 wins, including Sea Calisi in the Beverly D. Stakes and I’m A Chatterbox in the Juddmonte Spinster Stakes and Delaware Handicap. A son of jockey-turned-trainer Dominique Geroux, the Normandy native attended the riding academy Afasec from age 13, graduating to become France’s leading apprentice. He first went to ride in the US in early 2007 but hit stumbling blocks, notably a race fall on the opening day of the Keeneland autumn meet, which sidelined him for several months. He relocated to Arlington, Chicago where he has since made his name. He is currently (as of 11 November) fifth in the North American standings with US$15.5 million from 184 wins and is tied for the most Pattern race wins this year (29).

Notable honour: France Champion Apprentice (2005).
IJC record: Debut.

Gavin Lerena

Age: 31. Background: Lerena won the IJC at his first attempt in 2015. His father, Tex Lerena, was Chairman of the South African Jockeys’ Association and a jockey himself.  The Johannesburg native joined the South African Apprentice Academy in 2002 at the same time as fellow leading riders S’Manga Khumalo and Richard Fourie. He accrued 283 wins as an apprentice to break the record for a South African apprentice established more than 30 years earlier by Michael Roberts. He has twice won the G1 South African Derby (2008 King’s Gambit; 2012 Pomodoro [dead-heat]) and further G1 wins include a trio on the crack mare Dancewiththedevil. In 2015 he won the G1 Cape Derby on Mike de Kock’s Ertijaal and the Gauteng Sansui Summer Cup on Master Sabina. He holds the record for most wins in South Africa in a calendar month (42 in June, 2015). He rode in Hong Kong through the second half of the 2015/16 season and accrued five wins. He has more than 1300 career wins.
Notable honours include: South Africa Champion Jockey (2014/15); South Africa Champion Apprentice (2005, 2006, 2007); 2015 LONGINES IJC winner.
IJC record: 2015 - 1st.

Ryan Moore

Age: 33. Background: Ryan Moore is a two-time winner of the LONGINES IJC. He is the outstanding international rider of recent years and was the first recipient of the LONGINES World’s Best Jockey Award as a result of 15 G1 wins in 2014. Moore hails from a racing family - his grandfather Charlie Moore was a trainer, his father Gary is a trainer, his mother Jayne was an amateur rider, his brothers Jamie and Josh are talented Jump jockeys and his sister Hayley is an accomplished amateur rider. His first win came for his father on Mersey Beat over hurdles at Towcester in May, 2000. He soon switched to Flat racing and his first professional win came on Marwell’s Kiss at Lingfield in January, 2002. He notched a first Group 1 aboard Notnowcato in the 2006 Juddmonte International Stakes at York and he has since taken his G1-winning tally to 87 in 10 different countries, with 19 of those coming in 2016 alone. With well over 2000 career wins to his credit, Moore has won some of the world’s foremost races including the LONGINES Hong Kong Mile (2015 Maurice), the LONGINES Hong Kong Vase (2015 Highland Reel), LONGINES Hong Kong Cup (2010 Snow Fairy), Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe, the Epsom Derby, the Japan Cup, the Breeders’ Cup Turf and the Melbourne Cup. 

Notable honours include: 3x UK Champion Jockey (2006, 2008, 2009); UK Champion Apprentice (2003); International Jockeys’ Championship winner (2009 [shared] & 2010); LONGINES World’s Best Jockey Award winner (2014).

IJC record:  2015 - 2nd; 2014 - 4th; 2013 - 5th; 2012 - 3rd; 2011 - 6th (dead-heat); 2010 - 1st; 2009 - 1st (dead-heat); 2007 - 10th (dead-heat); 2006 - 6th.  
Joao Moreira

Age: 33. Background: Known as “Magic Man”, Joao Moreira won the LONGINES IJC at his second attempt in 2012. His third attempt, in 2014, resulted in a runner-up finish. The Brazilian sensation notched more than 1000 wins in South America. He relocated to Singapore in 2009, and, after finishing third in the premiership in that first season, he proceeded to dominate the Singapore circuit for four years. He moved to Hong Kong in October, 2013 and has been champion jockey the past two seasons with record-breaking win totals (145 and 168). He is currently storming away from his rivals in this season’s Hong Kong premiership. Moreira has also ridden in Australia, Britain, France, USA, Germany, Japan, Macau, Sweden and the UAE. 

Notable honours include: Hong Kong Champion Jockey (2014/15, 2015/16); LONGINES IJC winner (2012); Singapore Champion Jockey (2010, 2011, 2012, 2013); two-time Brazilian Eclipse Award winner (2006/07, 2007/08); fastest 100 in a Hong Kong season (6 March, 2016); Hong Kong record for most wins in a season (168 in 2015/16); record-equalling most wins in a Hong Kong race day (six: 1 March, 2015 & 27 December, 2015); Singapore record for most wins in a season (206 in 2012); eight wins from eight rides at Kranji (6 September, 2013); eight wins in a day at Cidade Jardim (March, 2006). 

IJC record: 2015 - 6th; 2014 - 2nd; 2012 - 1st; 2010 - 9th (DH).

Pat Smullen

Age: 39. Background: One of Ireland’s finest jockeys, Pat Smullen has had a long association with trainer Dermot Weld, who describes him as “the professional’s professional”. He has been champion jockey in his homeland nine times. He has almost 2000 career wins. His 27 G1 victories include the English 2,000 Guineas, Irish Derby, Irish Oaks, Irish 1,000 Guineas, Ascot Gold Cup, Champion Stakes, Prix de l’Abbaye and Vinnie Roe’s four Irish St Leger triumphs. This year he added the English Derby to that list, thanks to Harzand, on whom he followed up in the Irish Derby, while Fascinating Rock carried him to a Tattersalls Gold Cup triumph. Smullen is married to Aidan O’Brien’s sister-in-law, the former trainer Frances Crowley.

Notable honours: 9 x Ireland’s champion jockey.

IJC record: 2014 - 9th (DH); 2008 - 10th (DH); 2007 - 4th.

Keita Tosaki

Age: 36. Background: A civil servant’s son, Tosaki was an active participant in baseball during his school years and dreamt of being a professional baseball player.  His small stature led him instead to a career as a jockey and he was admitted to the NAR’s Jockey Training School. His debut on the regional NAR circuit came in April 1998 and he went on to be the leading NAR rider on four occasions - in 2009 he notched 408 wins. He transferred to the JRA circuit when he received his JRA riding license in 2013 and made an immediate impact, winning the JRA Champion Jockey title in 2014 and again in 2015. His tally of no less than 13 G1/JPNG1s in his career includes Straight Girl’s second triumph in the Victoria Mile this year. Other stand-out wins include the same mare’s Sprinters Stakes win in 2015, Gentildonna in the 2014 Arima Kinen, his first JRA G1 win with Real Impact in the 2011 Yasuda Kinen, and four JPNG1 successes aboard NAR runner Furioso, in the Teio Sho (2008, 2010), Kawasaki Kinen (2011) and Kashiwa Kinen (2011). He is currently (as of 13 November) leading the JRA title race by three winners. He has more than 2,500 career wins (629 JRA wins).

Notable honours include: 2x JRA Champion Jockey (2014 & 2015); NAR champion (2009, 2010, 2011, 2012)

IJC record: 2015 - 3rd.
Zac Purton

Age: 33. Background: Zac Purton ended Douglas Whyte’s 13-season dominance with his first Hong Kong jockeys’ championship in 2013/14 (112 wins). He raced to what was then the fastest 50 in Hong Kong history that season and became the second rider, after Whyte, to notch 100 wins in a season. Purton lost his title when second to Joao Moreira in 2014/15 with 95 wins. He started his career in Brisbane and was an apprentice sensation, winning the premiership there in 2003, and then moved on to Sydney where he was twice second in the premiership behind perennial champion Darren Beadman. Purton moved to Hong Kong in September, 2007. His major wins include three at the HKIR: Hong Kong Mile (2012 Ambitious Dragon), Hong Kong Sprint (2014 Aerovelocity), Hong Kong Vase (2013 Dominant). Other notable wins include:  Hong Kong Derby (2015 Luger), King’s Stand Stakes (2012 Little Bridge), Singapore Airlines International Cup (2013 Military Attack), Caulfield Cup (2014 Admire Rakti), Doncaster Mile (2014 Sacred Falls), Takamatsunomiya Kinen (2015 Aerovelocity), KrisFlyer International Sprint (2015 Aerovelocity), J J Atkins (2016 Sacred Elixir). 

Notable honours include: Hong Kong Champion Jockey (2013/14); Brisbane Champion Jockey (2003)

IJC record: 2014 - 6th; 2013 - 2nd; 2012 - 2nd.  

Douglas Whyte

Age: 45. Background: Douglas Whyte was born in Durban, South Africa, hence his nickname “The Durban Demon”. He was champion jockey in Hong Kong for 13 consecutive seasons, losing his title to Zac Purton in 2013/14. Whyte first sat on a horse at age 2 and developed his skills riding in the countryside with his late father, himself a former jockey. A South African Jockey Academy graduate, in 1996 he rode weekends in Singapore and Malaysia and undertook a short contract in Hong Kong at the start of the 1996/97 season. He returned for the 1997/98 season and made Hong Kong his home. He is the only jockey ever to reach 1,000 wins in Hong Kong, and his tally of 114 wins in 2005/06 stood as a record until Joao Moreira surpassed it in 2014/15. He is the joint record-holder (with Brett Prebble and Joao Moreira) for most wins in a day in Hong Kong (six: 7 April, 2013) and holds the records for overall career wins (more than 1700) in Hong Kong and most career prize money won (over HK$1.4 billion). His major wins include three at the HKIR: Hong Kong Cup (2013 Akeed Mofeed), Hong Kong Mile (2013 Glorious Days), Hong Kong Vase (1998 Indigenous). Other notable wins include: AP QEII Cup (1997 London News, 1998 Oriental Express, 2011 Ambitious Dragon), Hong Kong Derby (2010 Super Satin, 2012 Fay Fay, 2013 Akeed Mofeed), Queen’s Plate (1997 London News), J & B Met (1997 London News). 

Notable honours include: Hong Kong Champion Jockey 2000/01 to 2012/13; three-time LONGINES IJC winner (2003, 2007, 2008).

IJC record: 2015 - 8th; 2013 - 10th; 2012 - 4th (DH); 2011 - 6th (DH); 2010 - 2nd; 2009 - 11th (DH); 2008 - 1st; 2007 - 1st; 2006 - 10th; 2005 - 2nd (DH); 2004 - 5th; 2003 - 8th; 2002 - 1st; 2001 - 8th; 2000 - 9th.

Derek Leung

Age: 28. Background: A product of Hong Kong’s Apprentice Jockeys’ School, Derek Leung cut his teeth as a young rider in New Zealand under the tutelage of trainer Lance O’Sullivan. He was assigned as apprentice jockey to Paul O’Sullivan’s stable upon his return to Hong Kong. Leung was involved in a four-way battle for the 2009/10 Hong Kong apprentice jockeys’ championship but came up five wins short of eventual champion Keith Yeung. He reached the graduation benchmark after claiming his 70th win on board Star Of Fame on 1 June, 2011. He reached a personal best total of 33 wins in the 2015/16 season.

Notable honours include: Asian Young Guns Challenge winner (2010)
IJC record: 2015 - 5th.

