PROFILE

Michael Freedman

Michael Freedman (48 years) commenced his career in 1988 when he joined his three older brothers Lee, Anthony and Richard in their training business in Melbourne. After gaining his grounding working at their Flemington and Caulfield stables under the guidance of Australian Racing Hall of Fame sibling Lee, Mr Freedman assumed the considerable responsibility of travelling foreman for the training partnership, supervising those horses campaigned at interstate racing carnivals.

In the 2001 the partnership commenced development of the Markdel Training Complex south of Melbourne, and in 2002, moved their entire operation to Markdel where Mr Freedman took responsibility for the supervision of the stable’s two-year-olds.

During the 20 years he worked in partnership with his brothers, the Freedman stable was one of Australia’s most prominent, having trained the winners of numerous Group races, including the Melbourne Cup on five occasions with four different horses, as well as four consecutive Golden Slipper Stakes winners.  

In 2008 Michael Freedman branched out to train in his own right when he was granted a licence to train in Singapore. On the back of his early success he quickly attracted a wide network of owners.  During the ensuing eight racing seasons Mr Freedman enjoyed outstanding success with 470 winners at a strike rate of 15% and with 36 wins at Group level. His most notable feature wins included the Group 1 Raffles Cup on three occasions with CHEYENNE DANCER (2009), ALWAYS CERTAIN (2011) and SUPER NINETYSEVEN (2013) and the 2013 Singapore Gold Cup (Group 1) with northern hemisphere import TROPAIOS. Undoubtedly, his best performer was SUPER EASY, which swept the 2012 Singapore 3YO challenge and captured nine wins at Group level. Included in these wins were three Group 1 events, namely the 2012 Singapore Guineas, the 2013 Lion City Cup and the 2013 Patron’s Bowl. SUPER EASY also took out back-to-back Singapore Horse of the Year titles in 2012 and 2013.

With the exception of 2010, Mr Freedman always finished in the top five of the Trainers’ Championship with his best season being 2012 when his 76 winners saw him finish tied on top of the premiership but having to settle for second place on a countback for second placings. He also set a prizemoney winning record during the 2013 racing season. Whilst training in Singapore, he travelled horses to Dubai on several occasions with BETTER BE THE ONE claiming third in the 2011 Al Quoz Sprint. Mr Freedman also campaigned SUPER EASY in the 2012 Jockey Club Sprint and the 2012 LONGINES Hong Kong Sprint.

In early 2016 Mr Freedman returned to Australia, initially setting up a training base at Rosehill Gardens before moving to stables at Royal Randwick where he now prepares his string.  Despite commencing his Sydney training career with predominantly young, unraced horses, Mr Freedman has already achieved a winning strike rate of 15%. These wins include the recent success of TEASPOON in the Widden Stakes at Group 3 level and FROLIC in the Listed (R) Inglis Classic (1200m) for 2YOs.
