Audemars Piguet QEII Cup (Group 1) – 2000m – Turf – Right-handed Course

Audemars Piguet QEII Cup (43rd running)
History
The Queen Elizabeth II Cup was first run at Happy Valley in 1975 during the Hong Kong visit of British monarch Queen Elizabeth II, who was on hand to present the winner’s trophy. In 1995 it became an international event with overseas runners invited to participate. The race distance has been changed from 2200m to 2000m since 1997.  Swiss watchmaker Audemars Piguet became the race sponsor of this premier 2000m contest in 1999 when the race was promoted to G2 status, and the race was then elevated to its existing G1 status in 2001. The race’s prize money increased from HK$14 million to HK$20 million in 2015, nearly quadruple the purse of HK$5.35 million offered in 1999.  As one of the World’s Top 100 G1 races, the G1 Audemars Piguet QEII Cup has attracted participation from many high-class international runners down the years.  

After the APQEII Cup became an international event in 1995, three overseas horses have achieved a notable double in Hong Kong – winning at December’s Hong Kong International Races and then adding the APQEII Cup, in the same Hong Kong season.  That trio consists of 1995 winner Red Bishop who previously won the 1994 Hong Kong International Vase, 1999 winner Jim And Tonic who succeeded in the 1998 Hong Kong International Bowl, and 2002 winner Eishin Preston who triumphed in the 2001 Hong Kong Mile.
Statistics (Since 1995)
Leading Jockey
D Whyte

3 Wins – London News (1997), Oriental Express (1998) & Ambitious Dragon (2011)
Leading Trainer
J Moore
 
5 Wins – Viva Pataca (2007 & 2010), Military Attack (2013), 
       Designs On Rome (2014) & Werther (2016)
Leading Representing Countries
1. Hong Kong (11 Wins)

2. Japan & South Africa (3 Wins)

3. United Arab Emirates (2 Wins)
Record of Males

	Age
	Winners
	2nd
	3rd
	Unplaced
	Total Starters

	6yo+
	4
	11
	6
	71
	92

	5yo
	10
	6
	6
	60
	82

	4yo
	7
	3
	9
	65
	84


Record of Females

1 Win 3 Placings from 14 Starts
Fastest Time (2000M)
2.00.10
Shortest-priced winner 
1995 Red Bishop (2.1)
Longest-priced winner 
2004 River Dancer (58)
Results of Hong Kong Derby runners in the APQEII Cup (since 2008)
	Year
	Name
	Hong Kong Derby Placing (Odds)
	APQEII Cup Placing (Odds)

	2016
	Werther
	Won (3.3F)
	Won (5.5)

	2015
	Helene Happy Star
	4th (25)
	8th (6.5)

	2014
	Designs On Rome
	Won (1.9F)
	Won (2.2F)

	
	Dibayani
	3rd (14)
	5th (8.8)

	2013
	Akeed Mofeed
	Won (1.8F)
	5th (2.9F)

	
	Ashkiyr
	9th (9.8)
	13th (30)

	2012
	Sweet Orange
	3rd (3.5F)
	3rd (3.1F)

	
	Zaidan
	4th (11)
	4th (20)

	
	Fay Fay
	Won (4.7)
	10th (7.3)

	2011
	Ambitious Dragon
	Won (2.3F)
	Won (2.3F)

	
	Semos
	5th (42)
	13th (99)

	2010
	Super Satin
	Won (6.5)
	3rd (13)

	
	Super Pistachio
	2nd (14)
	7th (7.6)

	2009
	Thumbs Up
	2nd (7.1)
	3rd (7.2)

	2008
	Helene Mascot
	Won (2.3F)
	8th (3)
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