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	Bietolini, Gianluca
	Dicton

	
	Age: 49. Gianluca Bietolini comes from a prominent racing family, with his father Luciano a trainer and jockey and his brother Gabriele also a rider. He began as an amateur rider, winning over 100 races and started his training career early, managing 20 horses from the age of 17. Based initially in Rome, his Italian career highlight came with jumper Suzhi winning the G1 Gran Corsa Siepi de Roma Steeplechase in 2012. He also received support from prominent American owner-breeder Kenneth Ramsey, winning stakes races with Kitten’s Joy progeny such as subsequent American G1 winner Real Solution, as well as Steaming Kitten and Kitten On The Run. In 2015, he shifted his base to Maisons-Laffitte in France, where he had already established a small satellite string a couple of years earlier. This move proved fruitful when he won the G3 Prix de Fontainebleau with Dicton, who would later go on to place in two French classics – the G1 Poule d’Essai des Poulains behind The Gurkha and the G1 Prix du Jockey Club behind Almanzor. 



	
	Cruz, Tony
	Blazing Speed, Pakistan Star

	
	Age: 60. Tony Cruz is a son of Johnny Cruz, a renowned rider from Hong Kong’s amateur era. His brother, Derek Cruz, is also a trainer. He was among the first intake of apprentices to the HKJC Apprentice Jockeys’ School when that facility opened in 1972. Cruz started his riding career in the 1973/74 season. He went on to be Hong Kong's champion jockey six times and rode 946 winners. He also made his name at G1 level in Europe and notably partnered the great race mare Triptych. He was granted a Hong Kong trainer’s licence in 1996 and first landed the trainers' title in 1999/2000. In 2005 he set a then record for a season's winners (91) and earnings (HK$113m). Cruz trained the great Hong Kong champion Silent Witness to win 17 consecutive races before tasting defeat. Hong Kong Champion Jockey: (1978/79, 1980/81, 1982/83, 1983/84, 1985/86, 1994/95); Hong Kong Champion Trainer (1999/00, 2004/05); he remains the most successful trainer in HKIR history. APQEII Cup wins (1): 2015 Blazing Speed. HKIR wins (8): Hong Kong Mile (2003 Lucky Owners, 2010 Beauty Flash, 2016 Beauty Only), Hong Kong Cup (2011 & 2012 California Memory), Hong Kong Sprint (2003 & 2004 Silent Witness, 2015 Peniaphobia). Hong Kong career wins (at 13 April, 2017): 1,109 (win strike rate: 10.66%).



	
	de Kock, Mike
	Mubtaahij

	
	Age: 55. Mike de Kock won his first G1 just four months into his training career in 1989. He has won every major in South Africa at least once and trained the South African Triple Crown winner, Horse Chestnut, as well as the crack mares Ipi Tombe and Igugu. He has enjoyed considerable success at the Dubai World Cup Carnival winning the G1 Dubai Sheema Classic, the G1 Al Quoz Sprint the UAE Derby six times, and both the G1 Dubai Duty Free and the G2 Godolphin Mile twice. He is also a force when he heads to Hong Kong, winning the APQEII Cup with Irridescence (2006) and Archipenko (2008), the 2008 Hong Kong Cup with Eagle Mountain and the 2014 Champions Mile with Variety Club. He already has two G1 wins on the board this year thanks to Orchid Island in the SA Fillies’ Classic and Heavenly Blue in the SA Classic. As well as his strong overseas base in Dubai, he now has another satellite yard in England. Hong Kong career wins: 4 (win strike rate: 16.67%).



	
	Hickmott, Robert
	The United States

	
	Age: 48. Robert Hickmott was born into a racing family, with his father John a trainer in South Australia. He first made his name as an Australian Rules footballer, playing two games for the Melbourne Demons in the Australian Football League (AFL) in 1990. Hickmott then moved into the family business, learning the craft of training from father John before stints with G1-winning handlers Colin Little, Tony Vasil and Alan Bailey. In 2001, he joined the Macedon Lodge stables of owner Lloyd Williams, first as stable foreman, then as assistant to trainer John Sadler, before he was officially named as head trainer in 2009. He has prepared no less than 12 Group 1 winners, including two Melbourne Cups with Green Moon in 2012 and Almandin in 2016, as well as a Caulfield Cup with Fawkner in 2013. The United States will be Hickmott’s first runner outside Australia. Notable wins include: G1 Melbourne Cup (2012 Green Moon, 2016 Almandin), G1 Caulfield Cup (2013 Fawkner), G1 Sydney Cup (2013 Mourayan, 2016 Gallante), G1 Australian Cup (2010 Zipping), G1 Turnbull Stakes (2010 Zipping, 2012 Green Moon), G1 Ranvet Stakes (2016 The United States).






	
	Hori, Noriyuki
	Neorealism

	
	Age: 49. Noriyuki Hori obtained his JRA trainer license in 2002. He was the JRA trainer with the best winning percentage record in 2011 and repeated that feat in 2015 when he also claimed his first JRA champion trainer title. He has a career total 462 wins, with 11 so far this season (at 11 April). He enjoyed his most successful year in 2015, with Duramente bringing him his first classic win in the G1 Japanese 2,000 Guineas and then following up in the G1 Japanese Derby, while his mile champion Maurice excelled in the G1 Yasuda Kinen, G1 Mile Championship and the G1 Hong Kong Mile. Maurice snared a further three G1 successes in 2016, winning the Champions Mile and the Tenno Sho Autumn before his career swansong in the Hong Kong Cup at Sha Tin. Hori also took the Hong Kong Vase at the 2016 HKIR with Satono Crown. He has no less than 15 G1 wins. Other notable wins include: Takamatsunomiya Kinen (2010 & 2011 Kinshasa No Kiseki), Tenno Sho Spring (2010 Jaguar Mail), Yasuda Kinen (2011 Real Impact, 2012 Strong Return), George Ryder Stakes (2015 Real Impact). HKIR wins (3): Hong Kong Cup (2016 Maurice), Hong Kong Mile (2015 Maurice), Hong Kong Vase (2016 Satono Crown). Hong Kong career wins: 4 (win strike rate: 40%).



	
	Moore, John
	Designs On Rome, Werther

	
	Age: 67. Background: John Moore has been involved in Hong Kong racing since the professional era commenced in 1971 and is Hong Kong's longest-serving and winning-most trainer. A former amateur jockey, he began training in 1985, before which he was assistant trainer to his late famous father, George. In 2007 he prepared an international G1 double thanks to Viva Pataca in the APQEII Cup and Able One in the Champions Mile and, in a feat perhaps unprecedented in the sport, won the same two races with the same two horses three years later. Moore was the first to reach 1000 wins in Hong Kong and has been the leading prize money earner for the past 10 seasons. Seven-time Hong Kong Champion Trainer (1985/86, 1990/91, 1991/92, 1992/93 [tied with David Hill], 1994/95, 2010/11, 2014/15); Hong Kong record holder for all-time career prize money (HK$1.62 billion) and all-time career wins; record for most prize money in a season (HK$139,938,247 in 2014/15). APQEII Cup wins (5): 2007 & 2010 Viva Pataca, 2013 Military Attack, 2014 Designs On Rome, 2016 Werther. HKIR wins (6): Hong Kong Mile (2011 Able One, 2014 Able Friend), Hong Kong Cup (1993 Motivation, 2014 Designs On Rome), Hong Kong Sprint (2008 Inspiration), Hong Kong Vase (2013 Dominant). Hong Kong career wins (at 13 April, 2017): 1,556 (win strike rate: 10.68%).



	
	Yip, Dennis C H
	Secret Weapon

	
	Age: 49. HKJC Apprentice Jockeys’ School graduate Dennis Yip was licensed as a jockey in Hong Kong between 1984 and 1993. He rode a total of 59 winners before moving on to learn the training game overseas and then acting as assistant to multiple champion trainer, Brian Kan. In 2002/03 he became a licensed trainer in his own right. Yip has trained more than 30 winners in each season of his 13-year training career. The 2011/12 season saw him reach the 50-win mark and fourth in the trainers' premiership. In 2012/13 as he sent out 69 winners to clinch his first trainers' title, sealing victory over Tony Cruz in the very last race of the season. That term, All You Wish took Champion Griffin honours and the Most Improved Horse title. Notable wins include: G2 Jockey Club Cup (2016 Secret Weapon), HKG2 International Mile Trial (2005 Dave's Best), HKG3 Centenary Vase (2004 Red Pepper, 2016 Secret Weapon), HKG3 Queen Mother Memorial Cup (2004 Industrial Success, 2010 Fat Choy Ichiban) Hong Kong career wins (at 13 April, 2017): 613 (win strike rate: 7.72%).
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