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	Berry, Tommy
	

	
	Age: 26. Tommy Berry grew up around horses at the Warwick Farm stable of his father Kevin Berry, a former jockey. Berry began his career in 2007 and was Sydney champion apprentice in 2009/10. After a spell as stable jockey to Gai Waterhouse from April, 2011, he turned freelance in early 2015. His first short-term contract with the Hong Kong Jockey Club ran from 28 April, 2013 until that season's end and yielded 22 wins. Berry became the first HKJC licensed rider to win a G1 on the first day of his contract when successful aboard Military Attack in the 2013 APQEII Cup. In 2014 he became the third rider to notch back-to-back QEII Cup wins thanks to Designs On Rome. His first G1 win came on Epaulette in the 2012 Golden Rose Stakes. APQEII Cup wins (2): Military Attack (2013), Designs On Rome (2014). Other notable wins include: Hong Kong Derby (2014 Designs On Rome), Hong Kong Classic Cup (2014 Designs On Rome), Hong Kong Gold Cup (2016 Designs On Rome), Chairman’s Sprint Prize (2016 Chautauqua), Stewards’ Cup (2017 Helene Paragon), Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (2017 Helene Paragon), T. J. Smith Stakes (2015, 2016, 2017 Chautauqua), Golden Slipper (2013 Overreach, 2015 Vancouver), Singapore Airlines International Cup (2014 & 2015 Dan Excel). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 13 April, 2017): 56 (win strike rate: 12.04%).



	
	Bowman, Hugh
	

	
	Age: 36. Hugh Bowman has forged an outstanding career since his debut ride on Naturalised in 1999, winning many of Australia’s major races. He has won the Sydney Jockeys’ Premiership three times (2008/09, 2011/12, 2014/15) and has won no less than 66 G1 races in his career, 12 of those in the 2016/17 season. He has partnered Australia’s great mare Winx in 16 of her 21 career victories and has also steered Hong Kong champion Werther to wins in the BMW Hong Kong Derby, APQEII Cup and Hong Kong Gold Cup. APQEII Cup wins (1): Werther (2016). Other notable wins include: Cox Plate (2015 & 2016 Winx), Doncaster Mile (2016 Winx), George Ryder Stakes (2016 & 2017 Winx, 2010 Danleigh, 2005 Court In Session), Chipping Norton Stakes (2016 & 2017 Winx, 2012 & 2013 Shoot Out, 2011 Danleigh), Epsom Handicap (2015 Winx), Australian Derby (2014 Criterion), Darley Classic (2014 Terravista), Queen Elizabeth Stakes (2013 Reliable Man, 2017 Winx), T. J. Smith Stakes (2006 Red Ogg). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 13 April, 2017): 23 (win strike rate: 9.91%).



	
	Callan, Neil
	

	
	Age: 38. Irishman Neil Callan finished runner-up in the UK jockeys’ championship in 2005 (151 wins) and 2007 (170 wins). After a fruitless start as an apprentice in Ireland with Kevin Prendergast he moved to Britain and was named UK champion apprentice in 1999, having forged successful partnerships with trainers Karl Burke, Kevin Ryan and Michael Jarvis. His first short-term Hong Kong contract came in the 2010/11 season and he has since established a reputation as a tough competitor. His first full Hong Kong season, 2014/15, yielded 47 wins and fifth place in the jockeys’ premiership, while he once again finished fifth in the championship with 40 wins in 2015/16. APQEII Cup wins (1): Blazing Speed (2015). Other Notable wins include: Champions & Chater Cup (2014 & 2016 Blazing Speed), Hong Kong Classic Mile (2015 Beauty Only), Middle Park Stakes (2005 Amadeus Wolf, 2013 Astaire), Racing Post Trophy (2005 Palace Episode), Nunthorpe Stakes (2009 Borderlescott), Fillies' Mile (2009 Hibaayeb), Premio Roma (2007 Pressing), Grosser Dallmayr-Preis Bayerisches Zuchtrennen (2009 Pressing). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 13 April, 2017):  171 (win strike rate: 7.52%).




	
	Clipperton, Sam
	

	
	Age: 23. Sam Clipperton is one Australia’s rising stars and has enjoyed success with the elite Godolphin operation, for which he has ridden five G2 wins. He competed in showjumping and eventing and also some rodeo in his youth before discovering horse racing as a teenager. He left school at 15 and joined the stable of eight-time Sydney champion jockey and Hall of Famer Ron Quinton. Clipperton made his race-riding debut aboard Nine Dragons at Wyong on 16 July, 2010. His breakthrough came the following season in which he notched 23 wins. In 2014 he became the first rider since Bobby El-Issa 20 years earlier to win the Sydney apprentice title twice in succession. His best season to date came in 2014/15 as he racked up 81 wins. He notched a first G1 win in March, 2016 atop Peeping in the Coolmore Classic for his old boss and mentor Quinton, who also guided Hugh Bowman’s early career. He made it two G1 wins a month later aboard English in the All-Aged Stakes. He partnered his first four-timer at Rosehill on 19 December, 2015. He is currently in his debut season as a club jockey in Hong Kong. Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 13 April, 2017): 30 (win strike rate: 8.6%).




	
	de Sousa, Silvestre
	

	
	Age: 36. One of 10 children, Brazilian ace Silvestre de Sousa first sat on a horse at age 18 and within two years he was champion apprentice in Sao Paulo. He moved to Europe at age 22 and was employed as a work rider for Dermot Weld. In 2004, dispirited after two years without a ride in public, De Sousa moved to England and teamed up with North Yorkshire trainer Dandy Nicholls. His first UK win was achieved aboard Sonic Anthem at Southwell on 1 January, 2006. Riding mainly for lesser trainers, often on longshots, he established his reputation on the northern circuit and in 2010 he rode his first century. With trainer Mark Johnston’s support he finished runner-up in the 2011 UK champion jockey race. He was retained by Godolphin from 2012 to 2014, during which time his haul included the G1 Dubai World Cup on African Story. Riding freelance in 2015, he notched 132 wins to claim the UK champion jockey title. De Sousa notched an admirable 16 winners in each of his two short winter stints in Hong Kong (2015/16 and 2016/17). Other notable wins include: Juddmonte International Stakes (2015 Arabian Queen), Lockinge Stakes (2013 Farhh), Dubai Duty Free (2013 Sajjhaa), Champion Stakes (2013 Farhh), Al Maktoum Challenge R3 (2013 Hunter’s Light), Premio Roma (2012 Hunter’s Light). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 13 April, 2017): 32 (win strike rate: 9.47%).





	
	Marcus, Anton
	

	
	Age: 46. Anton Marcus is the younger brother of former Hong Kong champion jockey Basil, and is one of South Africa’s leading jockeys over the last two decades. Marcus also rode in Hong Kong and amassed a total of 144 winners in six racing seasons. He has been champion jockey in South Africa five times (1999/00, 2007/08, 2009/10, 2010/11 and 2011/12) and is one of only three riders to have won the Durban July, his country’s most famous handicap, four times (1993, 2000, 2005 and 2007). He has won the past two editions of the G1 Queen’s Plate and G1 Horse Chestnut Stakes on Legal Eagle, and has so far won four G1s in all this season. Other Big Race Wins Include: Champions Mile (2014 Variety Club), Dubai Duty Free (2008 Jay Peg), SIA Cup (2008 Jay Peg), Godolphin Mile (2014 Variety Club), Queen’s Plate (2013 Variety Club), J & B Met (2014 Hill Fifty Four, 2016 & 2017 Legal Eagle).




	
	Moreira, Joao
	

	
	Age: 34. Brazilian sensation Joao Moreira, known as “Magic Man”, notched more than 1000 wins in South America. He relocated to Singapore in 2009 and after finishing third in the premiership in that first season he proceeded to dominate the circuit for four years. He moved to Hong Kong in October, 2013 and was runner-up in the title race that term with 97 wins. He clinched a first championship in a record smashing 2014/15 campaign that yielded an all-time high 145 wins - he demolished that record in 2015/16 with 168 wins, 88 clear of Zac Purton in second place. HKIR wins (4): Hong Kong Mile (2014 Able Friend), Hong Kong Cup (2014 Designs On Rome), Hong Kong Sprint (2015 Peniaphobia), Hong Kong Vase (2017 Satono Crown). Other notable wins include: Champions Mile (2015 Able Friend, 2016 Maurice), Hong Kong Gold Cup (2014 Military Attack, 2015 Designs On Rome), Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (2015 Able Friend), Stewards’ Cup (2015 Able Friend), Hong Kong Derby (2017 Rapper Dragon), Newmarket Handicap (2015 Brazen Beau), Al Quoz Sprint (2014 Amber Sky), Dubai Golden Shaheen (2014 Sterling City), Gran Premio Nacional (2006 Eu Tambem). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 13 April, 2017):  547 (win strike rate: 23.98%).




	
	Peslier, Olivier
	

	
	Age: 44. Four times France’s champion jockey (1996, 1997, 1999, 2000), Olivier Peslier is among the world’s best jockeys of the past 25 years, with a host of major wins around the globe, more than 100 at G1 level. He has seven LONGINES HKIR wins: Docksider (1999) and Hat Trick (2005) in the Mile, Patripal (1995), Borgia (1999) and Doctor Dino (2007 & 2008) in the Vase, and Vision D’Etat (2009) in the Cup. He has won the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe four times (1996 Helissio, 1997 Peintre Celebre, 1998 Sagamix, 2012, Solemia) and he has also won the Japan Cup twice (2001 Jungle Pocket, 2004 Zenno Rob Roy). He is associated with the great Goldikova, whom he partnered to 14 G1 wins including three G1 Breeders’ Cup Miles, as well as champions such as Peintre Celebre, Zenno Rob Roy and Banks Hill. In 2012 he rode Cirrus Des Aigles to wins in the G1 Dubai Sheema Classic, G1 Prix Ganay and G2 Prix Dollar. 2013 brought a second G1 Prix du Jockey Club win, thanks to Intello, 16 years after his first on Peintre Celebre. In 2015 he notched three more G1 wins on Make Believe (Poule d’Essai des Poulains and Prix de la Foret) and Amazing Maria (Prix Rothschild). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 13 April, 2017): 14 (win strike rate: 12.28%).




	
	Prebble, Brett
	

	
	Age: 39. Brett Prebble left Australia for Hong Kong in 2002 with two Melbourne premierships to his name. He collected a first major win at Sha Tin aboard Precision in the 2003 Champions & Chater Cup. He has since partnered to victory Hong Kong stars such as Bullish Luck, Sacred Kingdom, Cape Of Good Hope and Lucky Nine. His past tussles with Douglas Whyte for the jockeys’ championship are legendary, although he has not yet lifted the crown. Prebble was runner-up six times to his rival, his 2009/10 battle with Whyte especially epic as he lost out by one, the final score being 100-99. He set a Hong Kong record, since surpassed, of most wins in a day with his six-timer at Happy Valley on 20 June, 2010. His career highlight is Green Moon’s win in the 2012 Melbourne Cup. HKIR wins (3): Hong Kong Sprint (2006 Absolute Champion, 2009 Sacred Kingdom, 2011 Lucky Nine). Other notable wins include: Champions Mile (2006 Bullish Luck, 2009 Sight Winner), Hong Kong Derby (2007 Vital King), Chairman’s Sprint Prize (2007 Absolute Champion, 2009 Sacred Kingdom, 2013 & 2014 Lucky Nine), Golden Slipper (2010 Crystal Lily), Yasuda Kinen (2006 Bullish Luck), KrisFlyer International Sprint (2009 Sacred Kingdom, 2013 & 2014 Lucky Nine). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 13 April, 2017): 781 (win strike rate: 12.36%).




	
	Purton, Zac
	

	
	Age: 34. Zac Purton ended Douglas Whyte's 13-season dominance when claiming his first and, so far, only Hong Kong jockeys' championship in 2013/14 with 112 wins. He raced to the then fastest ever 50 in Hong Kong history that season and became the second rider, after Whyte, to notch 100 wins in a season. He had finished runner-up in 2011/12 and 2012/13. Purton lost his title when second to Joao Moreira in 2014/15 with 95 wins and was runner-up again in 2015/16 with 80 wins, 88 behind Moreira and 33 clear of third place. He started his career in Brisbane where he was an apprentice sensation, winning the champion jockey title while still a claimer, and then moved on to Sydney where he was twice second in the premiership behind perennial champion Darren Beadman. His first G1 win came on Excites in the 2006 Sires Produce Stakes. Purton moved to Hong Kong in September, 2007. HKIR wins (4): Hong Kong Mile (2012 Ambitious Dragon), Hong Kong Sprint (2014 & 2016 Aerovelocity), Hong Kong Vase (2013 Dominant). Other notable wins include: Stewards’ Cup (2010 Fellowship), Hong Kong Gold Cup (2013 Military Attack), Queen’s Silver Jubilee Cup (2013 Ambitious Dragon), Hong Kong Derby (2015 Luger), King's Stand Stakes (2012 Little Bridge), Singapore Airlines International Cup (2013 Military Attack), Caulfield Cup (2014 Admire Rakti), Doncaster Mile (2014 Sacred Falls, 2017 It’s Somewhat), Takamatsunomiya Kinen (2015 Aerovelocity), KrisFlyer International Sprint (2015 Aerovelocity). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 21 November, 2016): 680 (win strike rate: 13.40%).





	
	Rawiller, Nash
	

	
	Age: 42. Nash Rawiller is a three-time champion in Sydney and has more than 50 G1 victories to his credit. Rawiller’s brother, Brad, is a jockey and sister, Stacey, used to be; another brother, Todd, is a trainer and their father, Keith, was a jump jockey. Rawiller started his career in Victoria and early success at the elite level came on Elvstroem. He moved to Sydney in 2007 to team up with trainer Gai Waterhouse and was associated with the champion race mare More Joyous and outstanding colt Pierro. Rawiller moved to Hong Kong in September, 2014 and notched a first local Group race win in the 2015 Prince Jewellery & Watch Premier Cup on Secret Sham. Other notable wins include: Jockey Club Cup (2016 Secret Weapon), Caulfield Cup (2004 Elvstroem), Dubai Duty Free (2005 Elvstroem), Golden Slipper (2012 Pierro), Doncaster Mile (2010 Rangirangdoo, 2012 More Joyous), T. J. Smith Stakes (2007 Bentley Biscuit, 2009 Takeover Target), Manikato Stakes (2001 Piavonic, 2008 Typhoon Zed), Queen Elizabeth Stakes (2011 My Kingdom Of Fife, 2012 More Joyous), George Ryder Stakes (2013 Pierro). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 13 April, 2017): 94 (win strike rate: 8.66%).




	
	Teetan, Karis
	

	
	Age: 26. Mauritian rider Karis Teetan was in the top 10 of the South African Jockeys' Championship when he left for Hong Kong in August, 2013. He entered the South African National Jockey Academy at the age of 14 and was champion South African apprentice in 2008. He graduated in 2009 with 147 wins to his credit and passed the 100-win mark in every season as a senior jockey in South Africa. He has recorded five Group 1 wins, with his inaugural success at the top level being in his native Mauritius on 24 November, 2008, aboard Halo Hunter. Teetan represented South Africa in the 2012 International Jockeys' Invitational in Seoul, Korea and in the 2008 Macau Apprentice Jockeys Invitation Races. He notched an impressive 50 wins in his first Hong Kong season, finishing equal-third in his third season in 2015/16. He started the 2016/17 season with international wins on Super Jockey in the Korea Sprint and Lim’s Cruiser in the EW Barker Trophy in Singapore. Other notable wins include: Hong Kong Classic Cup (2015 Thunder Fantasy), Sha Tin Trophy (2016 Designs On Rome), Chairman’s Trophy (2014 Able Friend), Premier Bowl (2015 Able Friend), Cape Derby (2012 Jackson), Daily News 2000 (2012 Jackson), Paddock Stakes (2012 Thunder Dance), Castle Tankard (2011 Grisham). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 13 April, 2017): 154 (win strike rate: 7.28%).




	
	Whyte, Douglas
	

	
	Age: 45. Douglas Whyte was born in Durban, South Africa, hence his nickname “The Durban Demon”. He was champion jockey in Hong Kong for 13 consecutive seasons, losing his title to Zac Purton in 2013/14. Whyte first sat on a horse at age two and developed his skills riding in the countryside with his late father, himself a former jockey. He is a graduate of the South African Jockey Academy. In 1996 he rode weekends in Singapore and Malaysia and undertook a short contract in Hong Kong in the winter of the 1996/97 season. He returned that spring for a breakthrough APQEII Cup win on South African champion London News. Whyte moved to Hong Kong for the 1997/98 season and made the city his home. He is the only jockey ever to reach 1,000 wins in Hong Kong, and his tally of 114 wins in 2005/06 stood as a record until Joao Moreira surpassed it in 2014/15. AP QEII Cup wins (2): Oriental Express (1998), Ambitious Dragon (2011). Other notable wins include: LONGINES Hong Kong Cup (2013 Akeed Mofeed), LONGINES Hong Kong Mile (2013 Glorious Days), Hong Kong Vase (1998 Indigenous), Hong Kong Derby (2010 Super Satin, 2012 Fay Fay, 2013 Akeed Mofeed), Queen’s Plate (1997 London News), J & B Met (1997 London News), Kingston Town Classic (2014 Moriarty). Hong Kong Career Wins (as of 13 April, 2017):  1,754 (win strike rate: 15.29%).
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