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                                               N O T I C E

The Stewards have approved the following additions and amendments to the Rules of Racing and Instructions made by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.

RULES OF RACING

	Definitions


	Rule 7 

(2)


	Revised
Deleted
Deleted

	"Maiden" means a horse which has never won a race other than a match or private sweepstakes at any recognised meeting in any country.  In order for a horse to qualify as a maiden these conditions must be fulfilled at the time of starting.
"Match" means a race between horses the property of two different owners on terms agreed by them and to which no money or other prize is added.
"Private Sweepstakes" means a race to which no money or other prize is added and which has not been publicly advertised previous to closing.


	
	
	Revised
	"Race Fund" means racing income derived from entries, sweepstakes, fines, sale of publications and any other miscellaneous income not designated for either the Benevolent Fund or the Accident Fund.


	
	
	Deleted


	"Sweepstakes" means a race in which the entrance fee, forfeit, subscription or other contribution of three or more owners goes to the winner or placed horses, and any such race is still a sweepstakes when money or other prize is added.

	
	Rule 7 

(2)


	Revised
	"Official" means a person appointed from time to time by the Stewards of the Jockey Club to carry out any function under these Rules and includes without limitation, the Stewards, Director of Racing Operations Head of Raceday Operations, Tracks and Racing Facilities, Handicapper, Clerk of the Scales, Judge, Honorary Judge, Starter, Deputy Starter, Executive Director, Racing Authority, Veterinary Officer and Veterinary Surgeon or a person holding equivalent or similar functions.



	
	Rule 7 

(2)


	Revised


	“Treatment” means the administration of any substance by the oral or naso-gastric route, by injection, by topical application, by inhalation or by any other means, and includes without limitation prohibited substances and anything therapeutic, whether or not administered with the approval and/or the recommendation and/or under the supervision of the Veterinary Surgeon, or the administration or application of any physical procedure or therapy to a horse intended to have an effect.



	Powers of the Stewards of The Jockey Club


	Rule 10

	Revised

	The Stewards of the Jockey Club have control over and free access to all stands, rooms, enclosures and other places used for the purposes of racing and training under these Rules.



	Licensing Committee
	Rule 19
	Revised
	The Licensing Committee may determine and regulate the form of and the procedure for any inquiries it may hold. The Licensing Committee may invite Officials to attend the hearing of any inquiry it may hold to make such representations as Officials consider to be relevant for the Licensing Committee to consider in its deliberations at the inquiry.



	Licensing Appeals
	Rule 21
	Revised
	(1)
Any licensed person, except a non-local jockey, aggrieved by a withdrawal of a licence or a refusal of the Licensing Committee to grant him a further licence may appeal against the Licensing Committee’s decision to the Stewards of the Jockey Club. The conditions for such appeals are provided elsewhere in these Rules.
(2)
The Stewards of the Jockey Club may grant pending the determination of any appeal a suspension of the decision appealed against.

(3)
The appellant shall lodge a notice of appeal at the Registry Office within 3 days of the decision appealed against, together with such appeal fee as is determined by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.

(4)
Within 4 days of his receipt of the transcript of evidence of the original inquiry, the appellant shall lodge his grounds of appeal at the Registry Office. If the appellant wishes to seek the leave of the Stewards of the Jockey Club to submit fresh evidence the grounds of appeal shall so state and include the reason(s) for such evidence not being submitted earlier. The submission shall contain the names of any new witnesses and a synopsis of the evidence they are to give or where no new witnesses are to be called a synopsis of any fresh evidence and a statement as to how such fresh evidence is to be introduced.
(5)
The notice of appeal and the grounds of appeal must be signed by the appellant.

(6)
In calculating time for the purposes of appeals, Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays shall not be included.

(7)
In the event of the Stewards of the Jockey Club deciding that the appeal is frivolous or vexatious they may fine the appellant or make any other such order as they deem appropriate, and in addition may order the forfeiture of his deposited appeal fee.


	
	Rule 22
	Revised
	(1)
The appeal shall be heard by at least three Stewards of the Jockey Club. If less than three Stewards of the Jockey Club are available the number shall be made up by other Members of the Jockey Club specifically appointed by the Stewards of the Jockey Club to hear that particular appeal, but no member of a Licensing Committee against whose decision the appeal is made shall be included.

(2)
The Stewards of the Jockey Club may determine and regulate the procedure and conduct of the appeal either generally or in respect of the particular appeal.

(3)
On the hearing of the appeal, the Stewards of the Jockey Club may:-

(i)
Uphold the decision appealed from in whole or in part or vary the same in such manner as they think fit; and/or

(ii)
Refer any matter back to the original tribunal for further hearing or consideration or for rehearing; and/or

(iii)
Reverse such decision; and/or
(iv)
Order that all costs and expenses in relation to and/or occasioned by the appeal and/or any reasonable compensation for outlay incurred shall be paid by such person or persons and in such proportions as they may think fit.
(4)
The appellant and the Licensing Committee Officials shall each be entitled to legal representation at any appeal.



	Trainers


	Rule 50 (3)


	Revised


	conduct his business and fulfil his responsibilities in compliance with all proper directions of his owners and of the Club;


	Jockeys


	Rule 54 (2)


	Revised

	Each jockey shall conduct his business and fulfil his responsibilities in compliance with the Jockeys’ Code of Conduct and with all proper directions of his owners and trainers and of the Club.



	Apprentices


	Rule 57 (11)


	Revised

	Any apprentice who is claiming 10 lb shall not be permitted to ride in any Group race.

No apprentice who is eligible to claim a  10 lb or 7 lb weight allowance shall be permitted to ride in any Group race nor in any race in the 4-Y-O Classic Series. Further, no apprentice who is eligible to claim a 5 lb weight allowance shall be permitted to ride in any Group race which is conducted under terms conditions nor in any race in the 4-Y-O Classic Series.



	Dead Heats
	Rule 108
	Revised

	When horses run a dead-heat for first or any lower place the sum of the prizes available for those horses had they not dead-heated but had finished in successive places shall be divided equally between the owners of such horses, and the dead-heat shall not be run off. Provided that if a match results in a dead-heat, the match is off.



	Appeals
	Rule 130
	Revised
	In the following Rules that relate to appeals to the Stewards of the Jockey Club, all references to Stewards shall, where the context implies, include references to the Licensing Committee.
Any person who has been penalised by the Stewards and is aggrieved by the relevant decision of the Stewards shall be entitled to appeal to the Stewards of the Jockey Club, except in the circumstances set out in   Rule 131.


	
	Rule 131
	Revised
	Any person who has been penalised by the Stewards, or any licensee, except a non-local jockey, who has been refused a further licence as provided for by these Rules, and is aggrieved by the relevant decision of the Stewards or the Licensing Committee shall be entitled to appeal to the Stewards of the Jockey Club, except that there There shall be no right of appeal against a decision in the following circumstances: -

	
	
	
	(1)
Where the grounds of appeal consist solely of allegations that the Stewards or the Licensing Committee have reached a wrong decision on facts, unless the leave of the Stewards or of the Stewards of the Jockey Club is first obtained. 

(2)
A decision on a protest/objection. 

(3)
A disability imposed on a horse that provides that a such horse shall pass a specified trial or test or examination. 

(4)
The eligibility of a horse to run in any race. 

(5)
A decision whether to declare a horse a non-runner.


	
	Rule 132
	Revised
	Unless they believe it would be against the interests of racing, the The Stewards of the Jockey Club may grant pending the determination of any appeal a suspension or variation of the decision appealed against.


	
	Rule 133 (1)
	Revised
	The appellant shall lodge a notice of appeal at the Registry Office within 24 hours of the decision appealed against being made known, together with an such appeal fee as is determined by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.



	
	Rule 133 (5)
	Revised
	The Stewards of the Jockey Club may require invite the Stewards to attend the hearing of the appeal to explain the reasons for their decisions and may invite them to comment on any fresh evidence adduced by leave; provided that the Stewards of the Jockey Club hearing the appeal shall deliberate alone when reaching their decision on the appeal.



	
	Rule 133 (8)
	Deleted
	Once the notice of appeal has been lodged an appeal may not be withdrawn without leave of the Stewards of the Jockey Club.


	
	Rule 134 (1)
	Revised
	The appeal shall be heard by at least three Stewards of the Jockey Club. If less than three Stewards of the Jockey Club are available the number shall be made up by other Members of the Jockey Club specifically appointed by the Stewards of the Jockey Club to hear that particular appeal, but no Steward of a meeting or member of a Licensing Committee against whose decision the appeal is made shall be included.


	Prohibited Substances

	Rule 134 (3)

Rule 136 (2)
	Revised

Revised
	On the hearing of the appeal, the Stewards of the Jockey Club may:- 

(i)
Uphold the decision appealed from in whole or in part or vary the same in such manner as they think fit; and/or
(ii)
Increase or diminish any term of disqualification or suspension or any fine imposed subject in each case to any maximum or minimum penalty prescribed by the Rule under which such penalty was imposed; and/or

(iii)
Refer any matter back to the original tribunal for further hearing or consideration or for rehearing; and/or
(iv)
Reverse such decision; and/or
(v)
Exercise any of the powers conferred on them by these Rules, and in particular may proceed to hear and determine the appeal as if they were making an original inquiry and for this purpose may rely upon the evidence already taken and any additional evidence which in their opinion it was desirable to admit or obtain; and/or

(vi)
Make such order as in their opinion ought to have been made by the Stewards or the Licensing Committee or as in their opinion may be necessary to ensure the determination on the merits of the real question at issue; and/or 
(vii)

(v)
Order that all costs and expenses in relation to and/or occasioned by the appeal and/or any reasonable compensation for outlay incurred shall be paid by such person or persons and in such proportions as they may think fit. 

(viii)
(vi)
In the event of an appeal against a suspension being dismissed or varied, and after taking into account any portion of the suspension already served by the appellant, order the implementation of any suspension imposed or varied to commence on a date decided by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.
Threshold name

Threshold

Methoxytyramine

· 4 micrograms   free .…… in urine
Prednisolone
· 0.01 microgram free prednisolone per millilitre in urine
Salicylic acid
· 750 micrograms ……
Testosterone

· 0.02…

· 100 picograms free testosterone per millilitre in plasma from geldings, fillies and mares (unless in foal), or

· 0.055…….
Note:
a. 
The conjugated substance is the substance that can be liberated from conjugates.


b. 
The numerical values of the thresholds do not carry any implied precision (e.g., 0.3 is the same as 0.300).


c. 
Each threshold, including those for the same substance in urine and plasma, can be applied independently.


	Change of title


	Rules 7 (2), 24 (1), 27, 119 (3) & Inst. 20 (1)


	Deleted
Replaced with


	Director of Racing Operation 

Head of Raceday Operations, Tracks and Racing Facilities


	Hong Kong Scale of Weight-For-Age


	Appendix 1


	Revised


	The entire Weight-For-Age Scale has been revised as attached.



INSTRUCTIONS MADE BY THE STEWARDS

	Tack and Gear
	Inst. 5

(2) (iv)
	Revised

	Sheepskin Noseband/ Shadow Roll,s and Sheepskin Browbands
Only sheepskin nosebands/ shadow rolls and sheepskin browbands of a design approved by the Stewards and the Veterinary Officer shall be permitted to be used on horses both in races and in training.  Sheepskin nosebands/s Shadow rolls and sheepskin browbands shall not be worn in races by horses wearing pacifiers.  Drop nosebands shall not be worn in races or barrier trials.



	Prohibited

Substances

(Jockey)


	Inst. 44
	Revised
	Ephedrine —
at or above a threshold of 10 micrograms of ephedrine per millilitre in urine unless for a prescribed and approved use.
Methylephedrine —
at or above a threshold of 10 micrograms of methylephedrine per millilitre in urine unless for a prescribed and approved use.




By Order of the Stewards


of the Jockey Club


ANDREW HARDING

Executive Director, Racing Authority
25 July 2017
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