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Hong Kong celebrated its most successful Asian Games
in the event’s 60-year history when the 16th Games were
held in Guangzhou from 12-27 November 2010, attracting a
record 10,000 plus athletes from 45 countries and regions,
competing in 42 sports. And playing a significant behind-the-
scenes role in Hong Kong’s success was the Jockey Club.

n total, the Hong Kong team won a best-ever
40 medals at the Games, namely 8 gold, 15
silver and 17 bronze. They included a bronze
in the equestrian team jumping event, the
SAR'’s first-ever equestrian medal at an Asian
Games. This reflects the continued elevation of
standards among local equestrian riders since
Hong Kong staged the equestrian events of the
Beijing 2008 Olympics two years earlier.
Most notably, all four of the athletes
involved — Kenneth Cheng, Jacqueline Lai, Patrick
Lam and Samantha Lam — are Club-sponsored
riders who have been able to benefit from overseas
training and competition experience in Europe
with the Club’s support. Cheng, Patrick Lam
and Samantha Lam have all been members of
the HKJC Equestrian Team since it was set up
in December 2008, while Lai was formerly a
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member of the HKJC Junior Equestrian Team
and has been elevated to the senior squad since
the Games.

However, this success of Hong Kong’s
equestrian team tells only half the story. For
it was only thanks to the Club’s strong support
that Guangzhou was able to include equestrian
events in the Asian Games programme at all,
as previously the absence of internationally-
recognised quarantine protocols on the Chinese
Mainland meant it was virtually impossible
for overseas horses to move in and out of the
Mainland freely.

Initially, the Guangzhou Asian Games
Organising Committee (GAGOC) hoped that the
same solution of staging the equestrian events in
Hong Kong as for the Beijing Olympics could be
applied for the 2010 Games. However, the Club
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Top: Action from the
Asian Games equestrian
events at Conghua,
Guangzhou.
Middle and bottom left:
Guangzhou City and Club
= officials sign agreements
i setting out their co-
operation.
Bottom centre: Hong
Kong'’s cheerleading

. team in full cry.

Bottom right: The four
bronze medallists savour
their success.

Middle right: The ten-
strong Hong Kong team

' receive a well-earned

welcome home.
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had already fulfilled its promise
to return the Olympic equestrian
venue to the Hong Kong Sports
Institute for redevelopment as a
world-class training centre for
elite athletes.

Instead, the Club signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
with GAGOC and the Guangzhou
Municipal Government in
December 2009 to redevelop a
site in Conghua, a county-level
city under the administration

Conghua Racehorse Training Centre

Facilities at the new Conghua Racehorse
Training Centre will include, in the first

phase to be completed in 2014,

a 2,000-metre turf track, a 1,200-metre

uphill training track, two all weather
tracks, eight stable blocks housing
400 horses, spelling paddocks and
two equine swimming pools.

It was only thanks
to the Club’s

strong support that
Guangzhou was able

to include equestrian

events in the Asian
Games programme
at all.
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the Club, making full
use of its experience in
creating the Olympic
equestrian venues,
converted the Conghua
site to a top-class
equestrian competition
venue at its own costs.
The venue included a
13,000 square-metre
competition arena,
a 3-kilometre cross-
country track, a training

of Guangzhou, as a top-class equestrian venue
for the 2010 Asian Games. The site, about
70 kilometres north-east of Guangzhou, was
originally built for the 8th National Traditional
Games of the Ethnic Minorities of the PRC.
In the space of the following eight months

arena, a covered arena, an equine clinic and
152 stables in eight blocks.

More significantly still, the Club supported
the Ministry of Agriculture of the PRC, the
General Administration of Quality Supervision,
Inspection and Quarantine, and the Agriculture,
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Fisheries and Conservation Department of the
Hong Kong SAR to establish an internationally-
recognised Specific Equine Disease-Free Zone
between Hong Kong and Conghua, making it
possible for Hong Kong and overseas horses to
be transported to and from Conghua for the
event. This pioneering arrangement is the first
of its kind on the Chinese Mainland.

During the Asian Games, the Club
also made available its fleet of purpose-built
transportation floats for moving the competing
horses to and from Conghua. In total, almost
100 horses were transported during the Games
safely, securely and without incident, in six
separate batches from Europe, Japan, Korea,
Malaysia and other parts of China.

Other experienced supporting staff lent

by the Club to assist the Games organisers
included quarantine experts, veterinary
surgeons, competition facilities management
and stable managers and staff.

In addition, the Club provided specialised
equipment and made a donation of RMB30
million to GAGOC to drive and perfect the
equestrian competitions of the Games.

Perhaps most importantly of all, the
2010 Asian Games equestrian venue is assured
of having long-term legacy value, as under
the agreement signed with the Guangzhou
authorities and GAGOC, the Club is now
converting the site into a top-class racehorse
training centre. When opened in 2014, this will
complement the Club’s existing training and
stabling facilities at Sha Tin.

Besides benefiting all who love and
support horse racing in Hong Kong, the new
Training Centre is expected to bring many
positives to the city of Conghua in terms of
boosting employment and tourism. The city is
already renowned for its hot springs.

It has truly been a win-win situation
for all parties and exemplifies the growing spirit
of co-operation between Hong Kong and other
cities in the Pan-Pearl River Delta region under
the “one country, two systems” principle.

In recognition of the Club’s support,
GAGOC has honoured the Club with the title
of “Outstanding Contributor, Guangzhou 2010
Asian Games Equestrian Events”.

Guangzhou officials praise Club’s Asian Games role

fficials of the City
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of Guangzhou -
and the GAGOC . -
were treated to a taste ermtse—

of Hong Kong hospitality
and culture during
the Asian Games at
a celebratory “Hong Kong
Night” hosted by the Club.

Guests included
Executive Deputy Secretary-
General of GAGOC and Vice
Mayor of the Guangzhou
Municipal Government Xu
Ruisheng; Vice-President of the Olympic Council
of Asia and President of the Sports Federation &
Olympic Committee of Hong Kong, China Timothy Fok
Tsun-ting; and Hong Kong’s Permanent Secretary for
Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Joshua Law.

Also attending were guests from the
Olympic Council of Asia, the International Equestrian
Federation and the Asian Equestrian Federation,
as well as a number of the Hong Kong riders
participating in the Asian Games.

Club Deputy Chairman Dr Simon S O
Ip expressed his congratulations to the City of
Guangzhou and GAGOC for putting on such well-
organised competitions. “We at the Club feel honoured
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to have played a part in bringing these Games
to reality, by building the equestrian venue and
providing professional supporting services,” he
said. “This epitomises the ever-growing sporting
and cultural links between Hong Kong and cities
on the Mainland”.

Mr Xu praised the Club for its substantial
investment in building the equestrian venues and
providing technical support in terms of equestrian
facilities, horse management and transportation.
“All in all, the Club has played a vital role in making
the Games’ equestrian events possible,” he said.
“I hope the Club will continue to contribute to the
economy of Guangzhou, as well as propel the

development of equestrian
sport in the country.”
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Young Hong Kong
talents star in
Conghua’s

he Club’s building of the Asian Games

debut event
equestrian venue was completed at the

I end of August 2010 and it hosted its first

competitive event in mid-September, with the staging
of the Energetic Guangzhou Equestrian Invitation
Competition, an eventing contest designed to test
the venue’s operational readiness.

A total of 16 riders from Hong Kong and
the Mainland participated in the three-day event,
competing for individual and team awards. Among
them were five instructors from the Club’s riding
schools in Hong Kong and two talented young riders
from the HKJC Junior Equestrian Team.

And it was one of those rising young Hong
Kong talents, 16-year-old Kendall Kruger, who beat
off her seniors to win the debut event, while second
place went to another Hong Kong rider, Jennifer
Lee, and third to the Mainland’s Liang Ruiji, a gold
medallist in team jumping at the 11th National
Games in Jinan in 2009.
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Kendall said afterwards she felt proud and
excited to be the first-ever winner at the Conghua
venue. “The facilities and support services here are
superb and professionally run,” she said.

Liang also had high praise for the venues,
saying “they provide all-round support and that
allows me to stay more focused on my training
and competition.”
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