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Cool, clear weather, a huge crowd at Sha Tin Racecourse
and the highest turnover for 13 years all combined to
make the 2011 Cathay Pacific International Races one

of the most memorable in the event’s 23-year history —
but the icing on the cake was the victory of home-trained
horses in three of the four International Group One events.
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lub Chief Executive Officer Winfried Engelbrecht-Bresges

described it “an absolutely outstanding meeting” from

both a business and sporting point of view, with some

67,000 eager fans packing the racecourse, a 24.2%

increase on the 2010 International Raceday. They
contributed to total turnover of HK$1.24 billion, a 17.0% increase
and the highest figure since 1998.

Especially notable was betting interest on the four International
Races themselves, which soared from HK$385 million to a best-ever
HK$443 million. “That shows that our strategy of having simulcast
races, familiarising people with overseas horses, is key,” the Club
CEO observed.

On the track, it was a day when age knew no barriers. In the shock
result of the afternoon, nine-year-old local veteran Able One stormed
home at 65-1 odds to take the

Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Mile They contributed
under Jeff Lloyd, the oldest to total turnover Of
jockey of the meeting at 50. I

Then just one race later, it was HK$124 b|"|0n1 a

21-year-old Matthew Chadwick
who created the sensation, by
piloting rising star California
Memory to the prestigious
HK$20 million Hong Kong Cup.

17.0% increase and
the highest figure
since 1998.
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win an International Group One race in Hong Kong, and he earned
special words of praise from Mr Engelbrecht-Bresges. “It's a fantastic
result for Hong Kong and a fantastic result for our school,” he
commented. “We are very keen to invest in the future of Hong Kong
and therefore it is very important — this is definitely the reward of a
very good programme.”

Four days earlier, a similar party atmosphere at Happy Valley
Racecourse at the Cathay Pacific International Jockeys’ Championship
got the International Races Week off to a thrilling start. In a gripping
battle that went all the way to the wire, popular rider Frankie Dettori
scored his third success in the contest — albeit with a ten-year gap
in between — after scoring wins in the first and last legs of the
four-race series.
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Vase

Dunaden storms to
history-making start

It took less than 22 minutes for
history to be made in the 2011
International Races when Dunaden
stormed to a three-quarter length
win under Australia’s Craig
Williams in the Hong Kong Vase.
In doing so, the French-trained
five-year-old became the first
horse to achieve the Group One
double of the Melbourne Cup

and HK Vase. The race provided

a mouth-watering rematch
between Dunaden and Britain’s
Red Cadeaux, who ran him so
agonisingly close at Flemington a
month earlier, but their party was
spoilt by local veteran Thumbs Up,
who ran a valiant race under Brett
Prebble to grab second. In the
end, Red Cadeaux had to settle for
sharing third place with France’s
Silver Pond.
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Lucky Nine
Brett Prebble
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Sprint
Prebble strikes it

Lucky as HK
dominates

There was nothing lucky about the
performance of Caspar Fownes-
trained Lucky Nine in the Hong
Kong Sprint, though he was taken
to the wire by Entrapment and
popular veteran Joy And Fun

in a thrilling finish, and finally
prevailed under jockey Brett
Prebble by just a head. The judges
were unable to separate his two
pursuers for second, making it

a remarkable two dead heats for
the placings in as many races.
Meanwhile Little Bridge made
sure Hong Kong had the first four
horses home, restoring the local
team’s long-standing dominance
of this race.
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Mile
Age counts for little
if you're Able

CIFIC HONG KONG MILE
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Shock result of the afternoon

it might have been, but those
who follow past form have seen
Hong Kong’s Able One outwit

top younger horses before — for
example in the 2010 Champions
Mile, which he won for the second
time in three years by simply
playing “catch me if you can”.
This time his jockey Jeff Lloyd,

a veteran of the sport himself,
kept the John Moore-trained
nine-year-old steady in second
place before letting him go at

the top of the home straight and
seeing off a rousing late challenge
from Britain’s Cityscape. Another
Moore-trained runner, Xtension,
took third place.
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Cup

A finish to stay in
Memory

Notwithstanding a stellar field of
overseas contenders and Hong
Kong’s lack of a Cup winner since
2005, Hong Kong's Horse of

the Year Ambitious Dragon and
reigning Champion Jockey Douglas
Whyte were the ultra-hot favourites
to land this year’s Hong Kong Cup.
But instead it was the little grey
California Memory and his 21-year-
old rider Matthew Chadwick who
prevailed with a trademark late
dash to give both horse and rider
their first International Group

One success. In the final frantic
push for home, Hong Kong's Irian
eventually finished second and
Germany’s Zazou third to relegate
the favourite to fourth.

California Memory

Matthew Chadwick
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