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The Hong Kong of today is a very different place from the Hong
Kong of fifty or sixty years ago, when the Jockey Club’s role as a
major community benefactor first came to prominence. At that
time, surging immigration and a struggling post-war economy
meant that many of the population lived in desperately poor
conditions, and the city’s social welfare needs were manifold.
Accordingly, most of the Club’s donations were directed at

meeting those urgent and pressing needs.

Today, in contrast, the majority of Hong Kong people are able to enjoy a
fairly comfortable lifestyle, and the Club has been able to redirect many
of its contributions to the city’s longer-term development - for example
nurturing talent, opening up more sporting and recreational opportunities
and enhancing the environment. Yet inevitably there remain needy groups
in society who for one reason or another require help and support with
their daily lives - the single elderly, the disabled, new arrivals to the city
and ethnic minorities, to name but a few.

Mindful of this, the Club has never forgotten its charitable mission, and
social welfare needs still account for a significant portion of its annual
donations. It remains as committed as ever to care.

Many of the Club’s initiatives in this area are implemented in partnership
with Government departments or non-governmental organisations
(NGOs). For example, the Club launched a scheme in 2005 whereby social
services groups and agencies who are long-term partners of the Club can
receive a three-year Community Project Grant (CPG) through its Charities
Trust to implement smaller welfare projects that would not otherwise
attract public funding. In 2011/12, the Trust awarded CPGs to 55 different
local agencies, for projects ranging from an Outreach Befriending
Service for the Suicidal Elderly to a Parents’ Resource Centre for Visually
Impaired Children.

On a much larger scale is the Jockey Club Elderly Facilities
Modernisation Scheme, which supplements the Improvement Programme
of Elderly Centres announced by the Government in the 2012/13 Budget.
The programme is being implemented by Social Welfare Department for
78 NGOs operating elderly centres around the city. The Government has
allocated HK$900 million for this six-year project from the Lotteries
Fund, while the Club’s Charities Trust has agreed to contribute another
HK$110 million directly to provide additional equipment at the refurbished
centres. Some 200,000 senior citizens are expected to benefit from this

collaboration at around 250 elderly centres citywide.

The Club’s support will allow these centres to procure non-standard
furniture and equipment such as gymnastic equipment with rehabilitative
functions, tablet PCs, musical instruments, photographic tools, cognitive
games, electric-powered wheelchairs and home safety demonstration
facilities. In this way the Club hopes to promote continuous learning and
enhanced physical health, prevent dementia and strengthen home safety
and carer support. By enabling Hong Kong’s elderly to engage more fully
in community life, the refurbished centres will ultimately benefit all seniors
in the city.

During the past year, a HK$9 million Trust-funded upgrading of
facilities and equipment has also been completed at the SAHK Jockey Club
Elaine Field School, a special school for students with physical and mental
disabilities. The school in Tai Po was established in 1996 with funding of
over HK$37 million from the Club’s Charities Trust, and this latest donation
has allowed it to add facilities such as a dynamic funland and sensory
garden as well as purchasing computer and audio-visual equipment, thus
contributing to the students’ all-round development. Total Trust donations
to SAHK since 1968 have now exceeded HK$207 million.

At another special school on Hong Kong Island, the Red Cross John F.
Kennedy Centre, Club funding of HK$4.66 million enabled a new
footbridge to be opened last December spanning its two campuses,
allowing the school’s disabled students to cross a public road more safely.
And in response to a shortage of specialised wheelchairs for severely
disabled patients in New Territories West, the Club recently donated
HK$2.23 million to Tuen Mun Hospital to expand its wheelchair bank
from 29 to more than 100. This will improve the self-care ability of many
people with disabilities, thereby relieving the pressure on their carers.

One of Hong Kong’s most active NGOs dedicated to serving social
welfare needs is St. James’” Settlement (SJS). The Club has been a close
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partner of SJS for more than half a century, and recently assigned funding
of HK$138 million to redevelop its Kennedy Road Welfare Centre. When
completed around mid-2013, the new 15-storey building will be able to offer
a range of new facilities such as a sheltered workshop and day activity
training centre for the disabled, a dementia care service, a youth education
and development centre and a health promotion hub for patients with
chronic illnesses. Since 1953, the Club has donated over HK$190 million
in total to various SJS projects and programmes.

On some occasions, social welfare needs arise urgently and unexpectedly,
especially in the case of accidents or natural disasters. To provide a faster
means of getting support to those affected, the Club’s Charities Trust
established the Jockey Club Emergency Relief Fund in 2010. During the
past year, in consultation with Social Welfare Department, it has made 19
different emergency grants ranging in value from HK$20,000 to HK$3.3
million to victims or family members of those affected by unforeseen
tragedies, most notably the Fa Yuen Street fire in November 2011.

An organisation that has been providing humanitarian and
emergency relief services in the city for more than 60 years is the
Hong Kong Red Cross (HKRC). In 2011, the Club’s Charities Trust
approved an HK$80 million donation to the organisation to build a
new 11-storey headquarters in West Kowloon, replacing the outdated
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existing premises which have been in use for 45 years.

The new building will bring all the HKRC operations under one roof
including its Blood Collection Centre, First Aid & Health Training
Centre, Volunteer Development and Activities Centre, Humanitarian
Education Centre and Emergency Response Unit, benefiting over 400,000
local residents each year. The Club’s total donations to HKRC since 1951
now exceed HK$200 million.

The Club also believes that when urgent needs require to be met, its
contributions should not be confined by frontiers. Since the early 1990s,
the Club has made numerous emergency donations to help victims of
natural disasters in Mainland China, Taiwan and South-east Asia. It has
also organised public fund-raising drives where appropriate through its
racecourses, clubhouses and Off-Course Betting Branches.

In 2008, when a massive earthquake in China’s Sichuan province
killed some 80,000 people and left millions more homeless, reducing
many schools, hospitals and sports facilities to rubble, the Club went a
stage further still. Besides making an immediate relief donation of
HK$30 million and organising a public fund-raising drive that raised a
further HK$9.5 million, it pledged an unprecedented HK$1 billion
towards reconstruction projects in the worst-affected areas.

Since then seven reconstruction projects have been implemented, all
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of which are now completed or close to completion. In selecting the
seven projects, the Club put a priority on restoring and upgrading
education and medical services in the quake-stricken areas, while helping
the nation prepare better for future natural disasters by driving research
into disaster management and reconstruction. The Club has also taken
care to ensure that as well as providing new hardware, it puts appropriate
software in place in such areas as staff training in rehabilitation care and
disaster response.

Through these seven projects, the Club aims not only to contribute to
the sustainable development of Sichuan but also to set models for the whole
nation. Far from diminishing, its commitment to care now reaches further
afield than ever.

PRI  BEMREERLNLR - FERGRETH
5 G MGIMOTRABAREIREE RHRAEED -
ZOONE —HEFHESHENIE N \BEERRAEE 6
HEBARBKA  BHER BRENMESRERZRFH - FEILH
BECTHE UWERXEZRCE KRARBR=TEETIBERRER
NBETEEARAERI  BEERRAREBHEEL  TRAGZR
EMRFAREZRAR -
£S5 HEBEEZTRECOKLRMA  UREZRIBIRTER -5
RBMEMBLHE RBERY - R HEER R BN KRR E T E
B REXREENEZETHR  REXREHZZ  CEEZEB T
WULRAPE - BRI RGN BEERXBBIER M RBIEAT
COENES =
FREREEZTRE S TERYNISEER EFER2EER
VTHR  TREERERAENTERLERATE  EROE -

48
49









