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Hong Kong Group One four-year-old series, with first blood
going to trainer Richard Gibson when favourite Gold-Fun
narrowly took the opening leg, the Hong Kong Classic Mile, thanks
to the tactical nous of jockey Douglas Whyte. It was Gibson’s first
top-flight success since his move to Hong Kong in 2011 and he looked
well on song to land a clean sweep, with Akeed Mofeed also heavily
favoured for the next two legs. But a strong start and good turn-of-foot
in the straight saw John Size-trained outsider It Has To Be You spring
a shock in the Hong Kong Classic Cup, giving Tim Clark his first
Hong Kong Group One victory. And so to the final leg and the star
prize, the BMW Hong Kong Derby, which saw Akeed Mofeed live
up to the hype surrounding him with a determined victory over
Endowing, helping Whyte seize a third Hong Kong Derby win in four
years. Gold-Fun was a further half-length behind, giving both Gibson
and owner Pan Sutong a unique 1st and 3rd double.
Adopting a new two-date format to help the Club bring in horses
at the ideal time, the 2012/13 Hong Kong International Sale saw a
total of 33 lots pass through the ring in December and March for an
aggregate price of HK$91.2 million. Top price of HK$6.2 million was
paid at the March sale for Lot 13, an Exceed And Excel three-parts
brother to Group One Blue Diamond Stakes runner-up No Looking
Back. Executive Director of Racing William A Nader said the Club
had actually lost money on this season’s sale, but “that’s not what
drives this, our overriding aim and hope is that these horses can go
on and have productive racing careers in Hong Kong”.

n nticipation and excitement were at full throttle for this year’s

HK $6,200,000
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Hong Kong International Sale Figures (HK$SM)
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Racing Season No. of Horses Gross Receipts Average Price  Top Price
5% HESTHE AinEE FHHEE BEHEE
2012/13 33 91.2 2.8 6.2
2011/12 26 114.4 4.4 9.0
2010/11 20 941 4.7 7.5
2009/10 19 70.4 3.7 5.7
2008/09 30 87.2 2.9 5.5

Tim Clark celebrates a victory on /It Has To Be You in the Hong Kong Classic Cup.
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Gold-Fun (red and
yellow cap) sets the
pace in the four-year-old
series with victory in the
Hong Kong Classic Mile,
giving trainer Richard
Gibson his first top flight
success in the city.
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