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Tommy Berry and Designs On Rome (top and above) take the Hong Kong Derby by half a length from Able Friend (no.1).
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BMW convertibles carry the Owner, trainer and jockey of Derby winner Designs On Rome on a victory parade.

Movie star Donnie Yen (3rd left), pictured here with his wife as
well as Club Chairman T. Brian Stevenson (2nd left) and BMW’s
Newman Tsang, was this year’s Derby Ambassador.
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Whichever way the races went, John Moore
emerged the biggest winner as horses from
his stable dominated this year’s Group

One Four-Year-Old Series. Getting Moore’s
winning streak off to an impressive start,
Able Friend recorded a half-length triumph
over stablemate Designs On Rome to win
the first leg, the Hong Kong Classic Mile

on 19 January. The star trainer continued
to assert his presence by saddling the first
three home in the Hong Kong Classic Cup,
namely Designs On Rome, Able Friend and
Secret Sham. And the same winning duo
locked horns again in March, when Designs
On Rome got the better of Able Friend by
half a length to win the BMW Hong Kong
Derby, the final leg of the Series.

A fitting curtain-raiser to this epic duel
was provided by the 2014 Hong Kong
International Sale (March), which saw 15
lots, amongst them future Derby hopefuls,
going under the hammer for a total of
HK$49.5 million. In addition to the 16 lots
passing through the ring in December, the
two-date sale this season produced a total
of HK$ 114.2 million in gross receipts, more
than 25% higher than the auction a year
earlier, while the average rose by 32% to
HK$3.7 million.
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Able Friend took the Hong Kong Classic Mile.
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Designs On Rome also won the Hong Kong Classic Cup.
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. Racing Season ~ No. of Horses  Gross Receipts ~ Average Price Top Price
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2013/14 31 114.2 3.7 7.5
o 2012/13 33 91.2 2.8 6.2
2011/12 26 114.4 4.4 9.0
2010/11 20 94.1 4.7 7.5
2009/10 19 70.4 3.7 5.7

An Exceed And Excel gelding fetched top price at the two Hong Kong International Sales.
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