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A Tale of 17 Years and 2 SAF Champions! 

LONDON NEWS wins the 

Queen Elizabeth II Cup in 

1997 

VARIETY CLUB wins the 

HK Champions Mile in 

2014 



African horse sickness (AHS) 

• WW I & II – South Africa exported 300 000 horses by sea – No AHS 

• 1958 Outbreak of AHS in Middle East – OIE declares Africa Infected 

• Exception: USA develops 60 Day POST ARRIVAL Quarantine in New York 

• 1989 Outbreak of AHS in Spain – 1992 Barcelona Olympic Games 



Conditions for horse imports from SA  

passed into EU legislation in 1997 

Based on philosophy developed by the 

OIE for Barcelona Olympic Games 

Establishment of “Free Zone” in  

Cape Town and surrounding districts 

South African Horse Export Protocol  

Outbreak of AHS = 24 month suspension! 



Overview of South African Horseracing 

• 1st recorded race meeting – 200 years ago on Green Point Common 

• 1994 – Liberalisation of the Gaming Sector 

• Horseracing’s share of the gaming market : 100%→7% 

• 5 racecourses sold – 9 tracks remain 



Overview of South African Horseracing industry 

• Breeding – declines across the board 

 

 

• Employment - unemployment in SA = 25 % 

 

 

INTERNATIONALISATION IS THE KEY! 



Average Earnings Per Horse Per Country in 2012 



South Africa - A Story of Value! 



South Africa – Source of Champions! 



Current 

US$25million 
/annum 

Reliable and Regular  

delivery system of horses 

Potential of SA Horse Export Industry 

Potential 
US$100million 

/annum 



South African Horse Export Strategy Workshop 

EXPORT SOLUTIONS! 

• Upgrade of existing Kenilworth Quarantine Station to 

allow CONTINUOUS vector-protection for duration of 

quarantine 

• Enhanced SURVEILLANCE of AHS Controlled Area 

• Significant advances in DIAGNOSTIC TESTING for AHS 

• Other options: 

• Alternative AHS Free Zone 

• USA 

• Mauritius 



Spear-heading the New Strategy 

Continuous 

vector-

protection by 

upgrading 

Kenilworth 

Quarantine 

Station 

‘BEST of  

BOTH WORLDS’ 

Maintain 

intensive 

scrutiny of the 

AHS Controlled 

Area 

THE AIM: importing countries encouraged to revise their import 

conditions and negotiate new terms with SA veterinary authority 



The importance of an EXPORT solution for SA 

UPSIDES: 

 
• Growth in EXPORTS, increased share of market worth $4bn/annum 

 

• Access to SHUTTLE STALLIONS 

 

• Ability to COMPETE in international equestrian competitions 

 

• Ability to HOST international equestrian competitions 




