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PROFILE - Grant van Niekerk

Emerging South African jockey Grant van Niekerk (27 years) enjoyed a successful apprenticeship having been Champion Apprentice Jockey in the Western Cape Region for the 2010/2011 racing season. The first of his 10 Grade 1 wins was courtesy of INARA in the 2015 Paddock Stakes at Kenilworth Racecourse and which he partnered to a further 4 Grade 1 wins. The current 2018 racing season has been a very successful year for Jockey van Niekerk who has forged an association with the outstanding filly OH SUSANNA on which he has won the 2018 Paddock Stakes (Grade 1) and the 2018 The Sun Met (Grade 1) and the 2018 Woolavington 2000 (Grade 1).  Regularly in the top 10 on the South African Jockeys’ Championship since graduating to the senior riding ranks, Jockey van Niekerk has 729 career wins to his credit with 100 of those being recorded during the current racing season at a winning strike rate of 19.9%. As a reflection of his success in higher class races this season he is a clear leader on the Jockeys’ Championship in terms of prizemoney won. Jockey van Niekerk has also represented his country in the 2016 South African International Jockeys’ Challenge. He is able to ride at 114 lbs allowing him to accept race riding engagements at the minimum weight with the permitted overweight.

